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course. There is also a, rapidly-grrowing expenditure on
technical education bn the larger colonies. But the crown of
the educational. systeni of Australasia is seen in the splendid
universities of Sydney and Melbourne. Whien the smallness of
population andl kindred circumstances are talzen into consider-
ation, the word Ilsplendid » is not a terni of excessive laudation.
Adelaide has a sniall teaciugc university; the university of«
Newv Zealand is an exaini ngiii authiority to a numlber of toaching
colleges; Queensland is nowvmoving in the direction of university
education; but it is iii the capitals of Victoria and Nfew South
Wales that the nearest approaches to Oxford and Cambridge
must be looked for. WTith thecir groups of affiliated colleges and
their iliedical schools, the universities of Melbourne andi Sydney
wvill live for ever andcihonorably in Australiail civilization.-
And. the saine future may be conifidcntly prcdictcd for the
universities in what, are niow less populous colonies.

-The Department of Agriculture of Victoria, Australia, sent
circulars to the headl teachiers of Il the State schools outside
of the mietropolitan îarea a short time agro, asking for thieir views
,as to the desirability of gi1ving instruction in agriculture to the
children attenidingr those schiools. 0f 1,248 teachers, 84 per
cent. amefvoal to the int-roduetion of 'agrieuitural lessons in
the rural schools, and 34 per cent. of them already have son-l
acquaintance wvithi the thieories of agriculture. In fifty-two,
cases school children already care for grardens or trocs in the
school reserves, and the majority of the scholars attending 369
other schools have grarden plots or assist thieir parents at home

igarlnig. In 162 schools the pupils hlave regularly mnade
collections of wild flowers, weeds, grasses, inisects, and butterflies,.
and these collections hiave been used in object lessons.

-On Augrust l2thi one hunidred and three elernenitary teachers
fromi the country canrie into the provincial capital, Malaga, to,
uarge the grovernmlent to force the cominunities to pay thern
their baclz salary. F~or over ten years these teachers hiad not
receiveci pay. liundreds of others have the saine trouble, and.
thoughi the minister promised to do what hie could and the
provincial authorities are wvilliîig to aid the teachers, thiere is
no prospect of their relief. Those Spanishi teachers have not
the courag'Al a 1'russian teacher showed a year or so ago. Whien
the village counicil withhield his salary, hoe sued, obtaineci Judga
mient, andi, aided by hlis friends, hoe seized the fire-enginie, drove.
it to a nieighlboring town and sold it at, auction.

-Stands Scotland where it stood in regard to, religious,
instruction ? At a mieetingr of the Firee Presbytery of Edinburgh


