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tlîey did uipon this miatter. Wo cuid limite a dozon 81118 wvlicli they have
not specificaliy stigmatized, but O 110w strongly hlave they spokex' out
against this particular sin. Given a certain nuinber of persons who ]lave
-ichioved success on this line, and you cati see the -disadvantage iii whicli t.hîy
are piaced in relation to the Trutlî of God. To bcgin xith, tîjero is a vast
amouint of occupation-pre-occupation. Thîey are weaithy, they are looked
up to, they have a certain recognized so cial standing, there are certain thinus
that they mnust do bocause they ]lave reached this standing. Thoy are v'ery
mluoh. engaged, so that thoy cati justify to tllernsel'es the omission of the
duties that'are supposed to bo inounibent upon Christians iii ordinary conidi-
tions. But tiore is not only pre-occupation, there is occupation. Thlere is
occupation that is in its ownl nature dainaging rathor thani helpfui. Society,
so calied, looks to the weaitiiy, accords thora in some degree its liomage, and
thby do somoething for society iii return. The resuit is ail atinosphere of
insincerity, of forni, an atinospliere ini which truth ducs flot aiways bave its
true and proper place, anl atmiosphere ini '.%hich things are heid to be justified
by the condition of those who du thorai, that aý-e not justîfled upon the simple
basis of the law, the nmoral laiv, that God lias given to us.

And that is not ail. There corne iii occupations wbicli in their nature are
positively injurlous. Takie our grcat cities, the we-alth tbat tiîey possess is
notable. The caterers to the p)ublic amusement, fr',mi ail parts of the..globe, ind
it in their interest to corne to theso cities, and it is incumnbent, by a sort of
comnin consent, upon tîtose to whoni iveaititlhas been given, to rocognize their
services and enjoy what tlîey bri;ng(; sonetinies it is corruptiing, sometinies it
is distinctively weakening., sometinies it is sugg( estive of cv ii, tue often it exer-

ciscs an nflece upon the huinan spirit that is directly ataoiieoCrst
te lus dlaims, to Ris character and the serv'ice that Rue expeets at our hanlds
and the holiness of that God withi whorn we have to do. 1 (do not enter into
details or l)articulars, but I spoak iwhat I kznow NwhenI say that inii nany
instances woalth lias become a fearf ul temptation, a powcrful detorioratin.-
influence along the linos tiîat I have titus iîidicated tu you. What nuniister
expects doep and spiritual impressions tu ho made by the services of God's
lieuse upon a family tiîat lias been until niidnight on the Saturday night at a1
theatre or a bail, and which farnily is mak-ing arrangements for an entertain-
nient to be given on. a Sunday evening in their hlome' WVhat iniister oxpeets
the trutlî of God to have-if 1 iuay se say-fair play, in its approaciies to
minqls thiat are passing through processos and coming undez influences like
those indicated 1 Follow thiis fact a littie furtiior. When -%ve everywvhere
put mammon, and success in the pursuit of m-anion, iii so favourable art atti-
tude, ive are indisposing porsons to conte to Christ and cnter into His service.
Thore is ene, for exanîple, who, though hoe nover put the thiouglîs into farnîhiar
speech, thîinks soniethtingr like titis: 1 am. fond of juy and satisfaction and
picasure. I arn living in the pleasures and occupations that are connected
especiai[y with the possession of wealth, and 1 do not ivell sec hiow 1 can _-O
in for titis religion -whose teachers arc coiîtinually ritiging tic changes upon
crucifying the flesli, dying unito sin conn eut front. the world and bein-
sepîtrate froira it, not being, confornied to it, but transforrned by the renexvin-
of the inind-I cannot sec hiow I cati witli corafoit anid satisfacetion go ijito al
this. 13esides, thîis religion of Josus, a they preacli it to P .,, ia continually
throwing sorn à egree of discouragenient upon the ting«,s thxat miake up the
substance of nly life. The 1' -isures 1 enjoy, it is constantly telling mie, -ire
Oniy for a seasen; net oniy so, but it refleets upon thiose pleasures as bad in
their nature ; tnt oaly so, but it tells me ' lie that, livetlh in pleasure is dead
whule lie liveth ! ' Well thoen, lot it ho so. 1 would ratiier ho dead and enjey
the satisfaction sud exciteinent and plcasuro thiat 1 can liave now, thanl live
in the sombre atmiosplîere and under the continuai restraint thiat titis, religion
<if Jesus, as thoy proclaim it, mîust needs impose upon nie. . Yon reinember
the Young man in the New Testament ,vliîo wvas brought into contact Nvith


