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Celtic land of lreland where Huigl O'Neill and Gerald, the great
Earl of' Desmond, champions of faith and freedomi during the Eliza-
bethan wars, were supposed to lie enchanted in underground fast-
nesses, wvith their knights around them, ready to do battie for the
freedom of Innisfail-a belief that finds its true f'ulfilment in the suc-
cess of the Celtic Revival.

HUBERT O'MEARA.

Poetry ini Irelande

DR. DOUGLAS HYDE.

In trenting of this topic, the developmnent of poetic literature in Ireland,
we are treating of the only European country outside of Grecce in which we
cari trace with perspicuity and grace the development of a nation's poetry.
In the history of the literature of any country, verse is the vcry earlicst de-
v'e.opnîlent, in its beginnings. WVhen 1 say literature 1 ican not oniy tiiat lit-
erature whicli is put on papier, but also that wvhich is stereotyped in thc mnir'i,
no niatter whether read front parchrnents or froni tabiets ofi nienlory. Il is the
vulgarest idea possible that peu and bin are necessary concomitants ta the de-
veiopmcent af literature, designcd ta further lthe perpetration of ilerature. In
ail countries, ilien, the first verse Iliat appears is perfectly rude, shapcess.
Certainly the earliest poenis ini Ireland ivere tîtus rude and shapeiess. devoid of
ail rhynie and ailiteration. There is nothiig *-n thcmi Io distinguisil tue verse
froin prose except in the use of dis-syliabir words. The first poeiut was %vrit-
ten by a son of Milesian ta lreianid io000 B. C. 0f course, illat is no true.
W'eC have no poeui as aId as tîtat, but it is still the oidest pocut iii the Celuic
language. No wvord of it is intelligible, eNcept under the hcanviest glass. So
also wviîl the first satires written in- Irekld. Ail verses, too, quoted iii cor-
raboration of satires, uip ta Soo vears A. D., are uinrîîvmecl verses, differing
froni prose only in accentuation. St. Patrick 'wrote poetry thatt is zcknowi-
edged ta be genuine. h lias no rlivme nor ailiterationi.

TIiere hanve been preserved fronti ihe catnciysmi tuit followvcd 10w l)anishi
invasion four anicient parchniett volumes, contanining the course of study
prescribcd for the ol<l Iisu poets before that invasion, nt about Soa or 900 A.
D). 13v peruising these parclîments vc sep that vith m) race or country an
the globe, slow or nt mly tinme in historv, was ihie art of poetrv sa utiae
sa verevercd or so rctnuinerated as in iai rea l that tinte. mie elaborate
comple.-ilv ai lte rules, thc sublets andi intricacies ai the lioctici codie, rc
ail cailclaý,ted ta astound us wvhen we look at îlîem.

Ireland, itis aileged, tauight Eutrope the art ai rhyniiiig. If that is sa-
and i (lo niot dlaimi it as ani Irishnian, buît quate iase einient Germian and
italian schoîars-alI that Treîand lias <lotie iii literattire pales before thIa t
achievenient. That a1chievenient revolutionizecl the lioetiral svstemis ai Eu-
rope by sprcading the art ai irlinngy.

The cariiest recorded rh-voies iI Europe are those in L.atin, ivrittetî by
Augustine. lie compased thcem vhile surrouinced by a Ceiuic-speaiking peop>le,
in the South ai Gaul. In the yeaiO A. D., ve fioti the Trifh people miaking


