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The female divinities -were liera the proud and rightly jealous
queen of Zeus; Athena, or Pallas, -%hlo sprang from the forehlead
of Zeus-the goddes of -%visdom and patroness of domestie arts;
Artemis, the goddess of the dbase; Aphirodite, the goddess of love
and beauty, born of the sea-foam. liestia, the goddess of the
hearth; Demeter the earth-mother, the goddess of grains and
harvests. ]3esides the great gods and goddesses that constituted
the Olyxnpiau Couneil, there -was an indefinite number of other
deities and moïisters neither human nor divine.

Hades ruled over the lower realms; Dionysus ivas godl of wine;
Eros of love; Iris w-as the goddess of the rainbow; and special
messenger of Zeus; llebe -was the cupbearer of the ce]estials; the
goddess Nemesis ivas the punishier of crime and particularly the
queller of the proud and arrogant; Aeolus wvas the ruler of the
winds, which lie confined ini a cave secured by mighty gates.

There were nine «Muses, inspirers of art and song. The
nymplis -were beautiful inaidens, -who peopled the woods, the
:fields, the rivers, the lakzes and the ocean. Three Fates allotted
lufe and death, and three Furies avenged crime. The Harpies
were terrible monsters -%vith female faces and bodies and claws of
birds. They -%ere three in number and tore and devoured thieir
prey 'with greedy voracit. The Gorgo-s were three sisters with
liair entwined with serpents; a single suaze upon them chilled, the
beholder to, stone.

Besides these tiiere -were a number of others, but xnany of
the inonsters at least were siniply personifications of the human
passions or of the malign and destructive po'wer of mature, -whiclî
was mot understood by the conimon people. In the early ages, it
'was believed tliat the gods -visited the earth and ningled ivith
men. But even in H[omer's tume this familiar intercourse -mas a
thing of the past-a tradition of a golden age passed awvay. Their
forms were no longer seen, their voices no longer heard. In later
and -more degenerate times the recognized mode of divine com-
munication to men -was by oracles, by thunder and lightning,
eclipses and the fiight of birds.

But though the gods often zevealed. their -will and intention
through signs and portents, stil they granted more certain com-
inunication through oracles. It -was believed that these communi-
cations were made by Zeus, and especiaUly by Apollo who was
the god of propheey.

Only iu chosen places, did these gods nninifcst their presence
and coinmunicate the divine will. These favourite spots were


