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VENNOR'S WEATHER BULLETIN.

Wenther Factories.

, International Revtew.—~ It 18 ourious how many
[ Montreal Witness. myths of ancient times have boen surpassed
The American Assooiation for tho Advance | by tho realities of the present age. Promeo-
ment of Soience will meat in Montreal during’ theus pilfered the fire of Jove. We have gat!
tho last wook of next month, This Association ! Lold o?his thunder, to. Uur Hesporian gar-|
since its formation, thirty-one years ago. her'! dens produce freedom and diamonds, as well |
attained » growth and done a work which fair 'as gold. Our travoling Arions need not be.!
ly entitles it to comparison with its famous'stride a dolphin to defy the winds and the!
prototype, the Rritish Association, founded'tides The good steed Bayard would be ecligasdl
twenty yesfs previouoly. The eminent na 'by the iron horse as the darts of Usitis by al
astronomers ' minnie ball, the ultime thule has becomea balf-|

The Science Meeting itn August. ;

tumalists, chemusts, botanista,
electricians and others who belovg to theee'way station of our whaling fleet. Tethys and
Associations usually give the results of their|the Oceanides could {foretell a sea-storm: we
best origial work to the publio for the firat' predict all sorts of weather, and begin to manu-
time at theso meetings, so that the papers read, ! facture them. |
tho expenimeuts conducted, and thospecimeuns! Tha Ashantees are not the only people who!
and models shown at these gatharings stimu ! have attempted the problem of weather gen-!
Iate interest and enquiry not only among the!eration. Centuries before the foundation of
membership of the Association but also among' Rome the Etruscans had a temple of the Apolio!
the thoughtful and studious in the oities ! Hiemalis, with a grove, where the melemenoy
honored vy the assembly. In migrating, too, ! of a backward apring was propitiated by pe-
annually from place to place, the Assocxation%culinr mysteries, and Columella, the Roman
becomes acquainted with the scenery. the!Huxley, ridicules the inhabitants of a lm.lel
geological features and the apecial industrial!oasis in the Province of Numridia, who tried to
wealth of all parts of the continent. and great ! break the spell of a summer drouth by ﬁoggmgl
goad mustacorue from the tramed observation!a serpent  What would Columella have said!
of specialists in mining, puciculture, forestry ! about a systematic attempt to improve the!
snd manufacturing in this broad Canada Tt!weather of a whole province ! A few monthst
has been noticed in the Umited RStntes that'sgo (September, 1881, the ot. Petersburgi
educational and scientific work invariably re | Gazette published the d’ebasea on 8 number of!
ceive & marked impulse 1n the city seleoted as ! legislative amendments for the promotion of!
a place of meeting by the Association. With | forest culture in tho provinces of Kesan and|{
these benefits bofore ue, we should not, as! Astrakan, ¢ with a view of improvicg thet
citizens of Montreal, be waating 1 performing ! climatic condition of Southern Ruesia.” thel
our part toward making the August meeting a! Imperial Council has since sanctioned these!
succesr, Qur City Cuunocil have made a hiberal ! smendwments, thue fllow.uyg e precedence of t
grant {o aid in the necessary expenses of racep. | Pruesia, France and Egypt in recogmzing thel
tion,and our stramshup, ratlway and steamboat ! importance of the strangest discovery since !
Ines bave made liberal concessons, and in!the reappearance of the lost Atlantic: of the)
some cases agreed to give free excurrions tol fact, pamely, that Nations are che arbiters of

bination of natural advantages with assiduous
horticulture or landscape gardening in the
happiest valleys of our Atlantic sea board ;
gardens and forests of fruit trees must have
clothed the hills to their very summits to sup
port tho teeming papulation of the ten Roman
provinces between tho Caucasus and the Arehi
pelasgo. On an area of thirty thousand square
miles—about the mze of the State of South
Carolina—Mithridates raised armies which re
sisted tho power of Rome fortwenty-twoyears,
the si1x west provinces ware studded with towns
that could emulate the luxury of Alexandria.
While there own country was yet in the prime,
8yria was to the citizens of Rome what modern
Italy is to the rest of Europe, the Elysium of
poets and pleasure seekers. About a century
after the death of Alexander the Great some
mercenarios of Gaul found their way to Asia.
Minor, and their return to their native country
created a bonanza sensation which induced
sixty thousand of theircountrymen to abandon
their homes and fight their way across South
ern Europe, 1n order to reach that lubberland
of the East, where the survivorsaoctually gained
a foothold and founded the Province of Gala
tin, Cyrus the Ureatused to pass seven monthe
of the year at Babylon, on the Euphrates, in
a “region of perpetual spring,” as Xenophop
calls it, and Hadnan, Septimus Severus and
Sselencus Nicator had their favorite country
cats in the Valley of Daphne, where even a
Greek could forget his native land.

And the axe alone hss blighted all but a few
mountain nooks of the seagirt Eden: the
coast regions from waza to Trebizond resemble
the shores of the Dead sea. Northing short of
a wmiracle wouid induce the Jews to recolonize
the promised land of their fathers, In Syris,
in the Jand of Fontes umbrosasand meandering
meadow brooks, water 18 now as scarce ag in

our distinguished visitors, but our citizens
g¢ nerally have something mars ta do. August
18 the month when our hotels are usually aver
flowing with the tide of summer travel, and the
two principal ones finding their accommoda-
tion insufficient are extending their premises,
so thatour visitors, who are expected to bumber
twelve hundred probably, must he provided for
in the main by hospitality. The special com-
mittes formed for the purpose of obtaining
this bospitality have during the past month
sent several hundred circulars to the principal
housebolders of the city soliciting it, and the
comparatively few responses rececived so far
make the committee fear that when our scien:
tific friends arrive many of them will be un
provided with shelter. Should this fear be
reslized the effect would be greatly to mar the
pleasurs and interest of the most distin
guished meetipg ever held in Canads. We
trust that cur readers, as far as their or;srtu
nitiss may permit, will do what they oua towara
the reception of the Association. In many
cases where a large house is desorted for the
summer by all ite inmates except ane or two,

1t may be impossible to offer our guests more , Paradise legends.

their olimste vicissitucdes; that the tree-des
troying axe has turned thousands of garden
lands into deserts, and that the greatest of all
ecrthly evils has been caused, and may be
cured, by the agency of man.

Just about three hundred years ago Bernard
Galissy, the Nestor of the Huguenots, called
attention to the meteorological ohanges in
Southern France, wharo the denudation of the
mountain ranges had made the summers dryer
and the winter storms more destructive by ve-
moving the natural barriers to the force of the
wind and turning mountain brooks into tor-
rents. But the full significance of these phe-
nomena was only realized when Humboldt
published his work on the olimatic influence
of vegetation. The culture of forest trees then
vecame a specinl science; the writings of

Amersford showad that their destruction had!

caused the irruption of the Zuyder Sea and
blighted the fertility of the Azores, and, by
comparing the ancient historical with the pre-
sent condition of Southern Europe, it was found
that the same cause had produ:ed a chaunge
which more than verified the omen of the
In a recent number of the

than lodging, still such an offer will relieve the  Popular Science Monthly (January, 1882). Mr,
main necessity, 83 the hotels, restaurants and , Frederick James describes tho climatic ameni.
boardinghouses can provide meals for hun  ties of Western Arizona, where the sirocco of
dreds whom they cannot lodge. Mr J. Bem ,the Colorado Desertis often sccompanied by
ros. , Secretary of the Speoial Committsee, may , violent sand showers, which once in a fow hours
bo addressed at the Natural History Museum ; 8lmost obliterated the track of tue Loas Angelos

the Llanos Estacados. Asia Minor has become
the epitome of a dying continent ; her gowrty
and the hellish harmattan, the firewind of the
Arabian Desert, are now her only protection
against a western invasion,

Judging from the description of ancient
geographers, the climate of the N~rth African

rovinces must have resembed that of our

ulf States—Florida and Southern Texas—for
even in the third century the Cyrenaica (the
modern Tripolis) had eighty Christian Bishops
and a population of ten or twelve millions;
two hundred years later famine and droughts
had reduced that number to six millions ; but
the reckless destruction of forests continuec
from century to century, though Terentius
Varro had already warned his countrymen that
in the deserfs (a word which had not yet ac-
quired its horrid literal meaning) posterity
{would hold a destroyer of a tree nymph as
guilty as o murderer. In Africa, Syria, Asia
Minor, Armenisa, Persia, Greece and Spain, the
agricultural value of the low lands has been
reduced by more than 80 per cent.; in ltaly
and southern France at least one half ; on the
| Eastern continent, a8 once lavishly-fertile tern-
tory of seven million square mles has been
withdrawn from humen use. The two
Americas contain about fifteen million equare

{ miles - but, if we deduct the snow wastes of

the 1fudson Bay territory, Labrador, the
deserts of our own Great West, and the South

by any householder having accommodation to
offer.

Thers are three wick's to the lamp of wo
man's brain—brain, blood and breath. Press
the brein a little, its light goes out, followed by
both the others. Stop the heart a moment,
and out go all three of the wicks. Choke the

]

sir out of the Jungs, and presently the fuid !

ceases to supply the other centers of “Yame, 'the last centuries of the West-

and all is soon stagnation, cold and darkness,
~Oliver Wendell Holmes’. 4

Railroad. If a shower of that sort were to de
scend on the garden regions of Southern Massa-
chasets, and continue for twelve days and
twelve nights, the result would give us an idea
of the contrast between the present and the
former appearance of Agia Minor. The barren
mountain ridges that characterize the land

scapes of our Bible illustrators are as anachron |

istic as the siege guns in Giorgio Vasari's
“ Destruction of Jerusalom.” Even during
e Roman Empire
the luxuriant, fertility of Westorn Asia must
have surpassed anything produced by a com:

American paramos and fever swamps, we must
agree with Charles Laurent that the gain by
the discovery of Columbus has hardly balanced
the loas through the neglect of Varo's
warning.

When the population of Italy had reached
its maximum, the highlands of the peninsula
were still clothed with sgplendid forests,
sbounding with game, honey and wild-growing
barries, and the agricultural regions were
blessed by a combination of the happiest
colimnate and tbe richest soil, with other advan-
tages, which make qne suspectin spite of




