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CHAPTER XVI.

BO]dS CONSCIENTIOUSNESS THE FRUIT 0F THE SPIRIT-
TRAINING IN THIS LINE NECESSARV IN ORDER TO
FORN A STRONG CHRISTIAN.

It is said of Dr. Chai-ers that on a day preparatory to bis
communion which he bad reserved for conversing with those
intending to join the Churcb, and ascertaining their fitness for
such a soiemn step, that he found one woman singularly
ignorant, as he supposed, in tbe great essentials of the faith.
He asked tbe question :

"Wbat is faith?" No answer.
"What is justification ?" No answer
"What is adoption ?" No answer.

At lengtb he advised ber flot to be discouraged, but toi
study weii tbe Shorter Catechism, and to be sure and corne
to him again at the next communion season. She retired,
but, reacbing the front entrance, she stood witb the door in ber
hand, and said to bim: '" 1 cannot speak for Christ, but 1
could die for Him." Whereupon the good man said:
" Don't go away." And upon furtber conversation was so

'pleased witb ber upon the whole that he made ber welcome.
That was a very grand testimony ; but alongside of it we

would place another of a very humble kind, and yet one not
to be despised. It is the case of a young woman wbo made
a similar application to loin Mr. Spurgeon's Church in
London :

Spurgeon: Are you converted ?"
Answer :" Yes."
Spurgeon:Il"How do you know ?
Answcr: 1I sweep the corners of the rooms now. 1 used

to skip the corners. 1 put conscience into my work."
Spurgeon:Il"Is tbat al? "
Answer : "My life now is not what it used to be.
Spurgeon:II Tell me in what respect."
Answer : I used to take advantage of my mistress, cheat

ber, tel her lies and tell stories about ber."
Spurgeon : IIWhat put it into your head to be so careful

about sweeping tbe corners and other little things ?"l
Answer : " Oh, it was one day you were preacbing about

the unjust steward. ' He that is faitb fui in that which is least
is faitbful also in much, and he tbat is unjust in that wbich
is least is unjust also in much.' Tbat was the text, and the
more I thougbt of it the more 1 felt its power, and tbe more
1 tbought of Christ the more I saw that He was the very
Saviour I needed, and now 1 desire to take sides witb Hlm,
and be one of that great flock wbich He is leading to the
promised land."

Here we bave a very humble testimony given in bebaîf
of Christ ; and yet it is a testimony I would be disposed to
estimate at a bigber rate than tbe other wbo professed at
that moment to have tbe courage of a martyr. - This young
woman said she put conscience into ber work. In other
words, she carried ber religion into aIl the details of ber
daily life like the Levites of old in their temple service. Al
their work was sacred work-bewirig wood, drawing water,
sweeping floors, cleaning lamps-all holy, because done for
holy ends. It is thus that when Christian principle is brougbt
to hear upon life it glorifies work and makes even drudgery
divine. He that often made long journeys on foot, that
washed the disciples' feet and made His own breakfast on
the Gal ilean shore, secs nothing vile-notbing mean or me-
niaI in guch humble services as tbose referred to by this
young woman. Her life was sacred whether it was work or
worsbip thal filled up ber time. Like the red tbread that
runs tbrougb the centre of ail the cordage of the British
navy, wbether it be the beavy mooring cable or the light
liue used for lashing purposes-like this red hune is Christian
life, ennobling it ail and rcdeeming it from everything that
may be called- servile or unclean. The young woman said
she put conscience in ber work. Here was the moral disci-
pline she needed. Here was the training of conscience sbe
needed-a training in things agreeable and in tbings disa-
greeable-tbings at war wjtb ber feelings of case, comfort,
convenience. Always to speak the trutb 15 often a bard
duty, involving no small degret of self-denial and sometimes
self-mortification, but this is the kind of training that goes to
form the bighest type of manhood. Train a cbild only in the
line of things agreeable and you are training to rottenness.
Train in both directions-the agreeable and the disagreeable
-and be will put on strengtb.

This was the kind of training that Bob had been receiv-

night in the falOf 1879, wben a beavv train of railway car.
niages was passing over. Wby? The foundations 1were in-
sufficient, the materials were rotten and the whole structure
was loosely put together, tbougb the contraclors bad got
their money and the architect bis honours It did very well

for some years-very well whiie summer suns and peaceful
skies lasted, but on that fearful nigbt it was weak, and when
the beavy train came dashing on, it went crasbing down and
ail tbat was upon it. Sa witb character imperfectly builded,
looscly put together, made up of rotten materW~s. There are
men and women that enter the Churcb on the wave of a revi-
val that run well for a season-do well enougb so long as
tbey are flot crossed, and declare, it may be, tbat tbey are
ready to die for Christ, but when a great strain is brougbt to
bear upon them-a great strain of the powers of darkness-
tbey faîl, and great is tbe fali thercof.

In tbese days wben spiritual lufe is running low in many
of our Churches, and when the Church as a whole is failing
to exercise the power it sbould in the land-in our legisia-
tive halls, our councils and educational halls, aur mercantile
railway and science halls, it behooves us to consider such
tbîngs and see wbetber sometbing may not be donc to raise
the moral tone of tbe country. One tbing we may be sure of:
it will not be donc by banishing the Bible from the common
scbool or siicncing everytbing like a reference ta, God.

The simple question af truth, of equity between man and
man, the question of rigbteousness in aIl the affairs of life
points to the fact that men need training in conscience a
great deal more than they need spirituality in affection.
They need botb, but far more they nced the one than the
otber. What is wanted is flot sicnply that a man be conscien-
tîous in tbings agrecable to bis mind, but in matters involving
mucb self-denial and inconvenience. Train a youth, I repeat,
to be conscientious only in things agrecable ta bis taste, and
neyer on the uine nf self-denial, and you train bim up for
rottcnness. He will neyer be able to bear any strain. He
will be weak in the bour of temptation. He may pass tbrougb
a dozen of revivals and rise again and again to an ecstatic
enjoyrnent under the afflatus of a glorious bymn and the
personal testimonies of this friend and that borne to God's
great work in their souls, but still bis foundations are in tbe
dust, and be will not be able ta trust himself, or at least bis
employers, in circumstances of danger.

There are certain great foundation truths that enter into
a bcaltby picty that sbould neyer be lost sigbt of by the min-
isters of religion-and the teachers of youth both in Sunday
scbools and tbe public schools of the country-certain virtues
wbicb enter into the stability of nations as well as individuals,
and wbich are common toaIl ages. 1 refer to such virtues as
bonour, trutb, justice, purity, fidehity, frugality, industry, the
opposites of wbich are laziness, intemperance, uncleanness,
greed, gluttony, tbe lust of the eye and the pride of lufe. No
man can afford to ncglect tbe cultivation of these virtues that
I bave named in the hope that a revival preacher will come
sone day and lift bim up above tbe power of temptation. No
nation can be strong that makes light of sucb virtues, for al
bistory proclaims the opposite. Nations don't fail because a
migbty foc bas corne to tbeir gates with battering rams and
engines of war in greater force than they ; but because their
foundations are rotten and their citizens bave lost their man-
bood. [t is thus they faîl and become an easy pray ta the
invader. So witb the individual. He requires to look weli
to bis foundations. He needs to be lifted up by tbe wavc
of a grand revival, but be needs fia less a training in con-
science. He necds botb an intellectual basis and a conscien-
tious basis on wbicb to build, otherwise the superstructure
will be anytbing but satisiactory. Yet in ail our revivals, in
ail the enginery of the Church, Sunday schools, prayer
meetings, festivals, library books and prettily-illustrated
papers in the Sunday scbooi, it is the emotionai nature that
is chiefiy contemplated, addressed, and addressed on the sup-
position tbat spirituality carnies witb it morality-a supposi-
tion that is not always justified by facts. Oh the sad memor-
ies of some of those revivals 1 bave witnessed i Oh the
stencb tbat cornes from their'history ! Oh the inconsisten-
cies, the wrecks and shames that bave followcd in their
train ! Who doos not know that many that made grand
professions in a glorious hour of spiritual exaltation have
gone down in darkness ? 1 tell you that men that bave had
fia training in the line af conscience are not to be trusted ln
a storrn. They cannot stand a beavy strain. They bave no
proper bottom on wbich to steady thcmseives.

It is ail very well, as joseph Cook says, ta tbrow the ink-
stand at the dcvii, as Luther did, but the dcvii is not overcome
in tbat way. " Rcsist the dcvil and he wîll fiee from you " is
as truc to-day as ever it was. But no man can resist the
dcvii unless be begin early-unless be bas trained himself to
say no ta wrong doing in ail its fornis. He that says no
lightiy wili bave the dcvii courting bim ail the time until be
wins. Quit yourseives like men is the trumpet sound of the
Gospel and of common sense as weil.

CH-APTER XVII.

DAVID BROWN, TrHE FOSTER FATI-ER 0F MABEL-HIS
SCEPTICISM-CHRISTIANITY AND THE RELIGIONS 0F
THE EAST.

"You are a sincere man, and 1 respect you, but Vou are a
deluded man. Stili 1 believe tbat Cbistianity is a goud tbing
and tbat it bas donc you good."

" Yes," said 1, Iland it wouid do you gaod if you wou il
aniy let it, and is doing you good whether you believe in it Or
no, accept af it or no."

"How ?" ho said.
"On the principle," I replied "Ithat the troc outside af the

gardon wall gets the benefit ai the gardon culture inside af the
waiI-drainage, manure, etc. Don't you tbink that ChristianitY
bas created a wartnor, truen public sentiment-a purer atflOS'
phere in overy land in which it has found a place, and bene'
fitted, and that ta a large extent, even those that stood aloOf
from its dlaims."

"'Mention a case," ho replied*
WeIi, take the case ai war. Think of the Alabama

trouble. Tbink ai ten men representing the countries inter*
csted, [sitting down quietiy in an upper room in Genev8
in a business way taking up the variaus points raised, dispo,
sîng of tbem ncn by one, looking at the whoie matter nat oiiIV
in the iight ai international comity and iaw, but in the
light ai common senso and Christian principle and comning
ta a peaceful solution. That trouble was gat -over not by the
nations interested taking ta their guns, but by these ton meni
taking ta their pens and poaceiuliy affixing their signatures
ta a document binding England ta pay in damages threc
million ai pounds sterling. The maney was paid iorthwitb
and nat an angry word.was exchanged. That's the way bat-
tics are iought now, flot with swords but pens. Kings cati-
flot afford ta take the field now as in former days. TheY
cannot afford ta bravo public opinion in making an anset 011
a peaceful nation, for the penalty ai the offender in such a
case would ho ostnacisrn. The nation tbat wili not fear God
will fean the boycott. Now m hat is public opinion but the
public sentiment purified by Christianity ?

" But,", said ho, " what do you regard as the arigin Of'
this improved public sentiment-this warmer atmosphere Oi
which you speak? "

II lhe arigin ? Christ is the origin. Ho is the Sun1
ai Righteausness ta whicb we are indebted for the warmef
and the purer atmosphere. Ho reigns, and Ho reigns in
the interest of rigbteousness. The migbtiost power in the
wonld to-day is not that of the Armnstrong gun, or the millions
ai weaith that a syndicate can bring inta the market. Chris'
tianity is the great power towards whicb ail forces areubend,
ing, and wae be ta bim that wouid stand in its way. Let
the potsberds ai the earth strive witb the potsberds ai tbe
eartb, but wae ta him tbat striveth with bis Maker."

Brown : "lVet it is all iounded on a myth-a fancy.
don't mean to say that there neyer was such a man as Christ
Jesus of Nazaretb. I think there was a good man ai that
name lived some nineteen hundred years aga ; but I don't
believe in the miracles that have been ascribed ta Him, sucb
as His waiking upon the sea, feedîng thousands with notbilig
at His command but two boaves and a few fishes, etc. 1 look
upon ail sucb as exaggerations, if not fables. The Bible, yOU'
are ta rernember, is an oriental book, and deals iargely in the
figurative. How easy for Mary Magdalene, wbo was eariY
at the sepuichre, ta be deceived in the mist ai the oaiIY
dawn as ta the identity af Christ ; and how ready in the ex*
citement ai evonts that bad just taken place and in ber exý
pectant mood ta spread the story amnong brethren sirnilarlV
rnoved ? Yes, and bow ready for tbe story ta swell every
day-to take a deepen root eveny day in the minds ai Hlis
followers like a snowbail roliing on, gatbering bulk and
strength as it cames down through the ages b"" Thon, you believe that Cbristianity is founded on a
mytb ? "

Brown: " Ta a large extent 1 do."
IIWbat, thon, about the testimony ai so many witnesses iin

Cbrist's day-af the fact that Hoeshawed Himseif alive after
His passion ta His disciples, being secu ai them iforty days
ator, and speaking ta them aif the things pertaining ta the
kiagdom? We read that on anc occasion Ho was seen of
five hundred brethren at once. Are we ta suppose that ai'
those were deceived and that aul that bad ta do witb thon'
were also deceived, and that ail the scboiars that bave sat ini
judgrncnt an the question for nineteen hundred yeans-men
capable ai weighing evidence, detecting a flaw, farnilian with
the iacts ai contemparaneaus history-tbat they were ail de-
ceived?"

Brown: You state your argument well, but 1 can nevet
zet aven David Hume's position in the matter ai the te5t1»
mony ai the disciples."

IlWhat was that ? "
Brown : I"The fonces ai nature are uniiorm. Witb thOn'i

there is no variabieness-no shadow ai turning. We bave
oxperience of tradition being at fault, but we have no
experience ai the iaws ai nature, or iorms ai nature beiflg
at fault, or even cbanging ; and su, we concludo that it 'iO
more iikely that Cbnist's disciples were mistgken in their tè3*
timony than that any change or interruption took place i
order ta witness for Christ."

"lThen your position is that Christianity is a myth, or to
great extont sa ? But did yau ever knaw ai a mytb warkitig
such wonders, converting sucb numbens, in short, exercisis1g
sucb an upiifting Power. and that for su many ages ain Chris-,

parîlla, do flot be induced ta buy some athé-r preparatian -iIîé-
stead. Clerks may dlaim that "1,ours is as good as Hood'5,'
and ail that, but the peculiar menit of Hood's Sarsaparilî5

cannot be equalled. Therefore have nathing ta du with nb*
stitutes, and insist upan having Huod's Sarsapanibia, the ;eOt
blood purifier and building-up medicine.
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