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THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY. (Boston : Houghton,
Mifin & Co)~The contents of the June Afantic
are remarkably attractive, On account of the presi-
dental campaign about to opsn, there are several ar-
ticles clating to politics, but literature predominates,
Richard Grant White and Oliver Wendell Homes
contribute excellent papers to this number. Mr.
Crawford’s magnificent work “ A Rowan Singer"
has reached its conclusion. *In War-Time” ad-
vances and its interest increases. There are many
other admirable papers in the present issue of this
standard magazine,

CALVINISM IN RELATION TO OTHER THEISTIC
SvsTEMs. By Witllam McLaten, Rrofessorof Sys-
tematic Theology in Koox College. (Torontd: Prese.
byterian Printing House). - When Professor Mc Laren's
lecture was delivered at the opening of the last ses-
sion of Kaox College, from fts clear and masterly pre-
sentation of the truth that Calvinism embraces all the’
positive elements in the other theistic systems and
differs from them only in their negations, it attracted
general attention and occasioned not a little contro-
versy. There was an extensive demand for its publi-
cation in more permanent form than the columns of 2
newspaper afford.  The publication committee of
Toronto Presbytery have issued it, with additional
notes, as the first of a serles of Presbyterian tracts,
There has already been a large demand fer it.

SappaTH SoH00k 5 EACHER,

INTERNATIONAL LESSONS,

O5BDIENCR 7O LAW.

GorpeN TexT.—‘' Let every soul be subject un-
to the higher powers.”

%;E:’:} Aslast two lessons.

Introduct .on.—There is no doubt that this portion
like others winich we have studied had an eye to = special
danger to which the early Church was liable : a spirit of in-
subordination to earthly powers. This dapger arose from
two sources ; they would, and we know they were, ready to
carry the doctrines of Christian liberty into a regton which
the apostle had not intended, liberty to do es they willed in
things that affected others and the community at large ; in
fact, to some of them, liberty cartied the idea of license,
But aside from al! this there was the fact that the govern-
ments of the world were in pagan hands, To a large ex-
tent cruel despots wielded supreme power. Nero was at
this time Emperor of Rome.  Was it right to obey such
rulers? Jesus was their King, and to Him they were will.
irg to yield all subjection, but what of these, criel mon-
sters &3 maony of them were? Then there was the Jewish
elemeat in the Chu-~h with all its ideas of national suprem-
acy 3 were they not God's chosen peoaple, more noble than
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.oy other nation, should they submit to the government

of any other rulers than their own., **We be Abraham's
seed and were never in bondage to any man,” was
their response whep Tesus sprke of freedom, and this while
Roman soldiers were in their streets ane” the Roman Eagles
displayed on the fortress commandiog the city, It was
this spitit that made them turbulent and seditions, ever npe
for rebellion, which led to the ou*break that not loog before
had caased th. emperor to banish 21l the Jews from Rome
(Acts 18 : 2) ; and which fizally brought about the destruc-
tion of their temple ahd city. The converted Jews were
oot all exempt {rom this, as is very evident from some of
the refarences ip the epistles; by not a few the idea was
siill cherished that Isracl was to be the supreme power in
the world. Tou counteract tlus spirit was the purport of
this postion of Paul's letter, and it 1s a Iesson which in this
sge of demagogism, and in this continent of its fallest devel-
opment, that we need to iearn,

INotes and Comments,.—Ver 1. * Tvery soul:”
not cxacily the same ss every parson, though, of course,
carsying that thoaght ; it 1s the soal that does cither good or
evil, *'Sabject : "' sabmit ; the contrast is resisteth. {Ver. 2.)
** Higher pow 5:" uo special government named, it is
clvil governme.t thatis of God. * No power but of God : "
carthly anthority comes from Him, by the very constitution
of society as He bas made st, tulers are a accewty, and so
all rulers, of whatever grade, may be coasidered as acting
by Divioe appointment. It is aot the maa it is the office
that should command our obediencz. * Ordained of God : *
and being go is for the advantage and benefit of the com.
mugity st large.

Ver. 2. “ Resisteth : ¥ refosed to obey, without, it may
be, breaking forth into open rebellion. ¢ Ocdinarce of
God ;" this appointment, that which {s cccording to His
will.ia the order of human govemment. ** Receive to
themselves . REv. **judgment. " divine judgment ss we
take it, throagh the human authority resisted.

Ver. 3. “Not 2 terror:” the apostle is speaking of
tulers 1 general, there are always exceplions; leis to-day, us
we thiok, than 1n any previous ape, * Wilt thon not be

afrald ;" fear, one kind precedes bad actions and has a des .

terring power ; another follows them, the fear of pupish.
ment, but from this the obedient are fres. Do good— -

thou shalt bave praise of the samo " the power o7 the rulet
will not only not be agalost yor, bu* it will be for you, it
will protect you, aud you: will be esteemed as an upright
and peaceable citizen,

Ver. 4. The cont=ast between the ob~dient and the law.
less is carrled on Larough this veite, to each he, e o
trate, 'the bearer of the power, is **a minitter of God"”
{note that Paul uses the cume werd of the civil power ay of
the ministry of the New Testameat . ** Beareth not the
sword in valn: " the swurd was the symbol of power,
suthority,; and the apostle says that this authosity will be
used to punish the evil doer. ¢ A revenger =" R&v. * an
avenger to execute wrath ¢’ the wrath of God is agaiast all
wilful evil, and the *powers that be ' are ministis to
execute wrath on His behalf, u.knowingly perhaps, but
nevertheless really.

Ver. §. “For weath:" which will come in judgment
upon the evildoer, it is the wrath of the Iawngiver whose
law is broken, not passion. ** For conscience sake :"” or as
in 1 Peter2¢13 * for the Lord’s sake : " which, where the
consclence is spiritually enlightened, is the same thiong.

Ver. 6. **For this cause s * because the civil power s
ordained of God, for the encouzagemrat and protection of
the go,d, and punishment of the ewl doer. ** Pay ye tn-
bute @ taxes, as we call the impost , the governo eat must
be supported, o you help thereto by paylrg your share of
the expenses. Tribute had, of churse, a different meaning,
primanly, totaxes, it was what the conquerers demanded and
received from the conguered,as the Rumans from the lews, but
it was for the same puipose as oar taxes, the expense of carry-
iog on the govemnment. * Attend continually upon this
very thing : 7 that is, this is their business, they give all their
time to it, avd so should be supported by the community at
large. Tertullian is quoted by Alford as saying that what
the Romans lost by the Chiistianus refusing to bestow gifte
on their temples they gained by their conscientious payment
of taxes,

Ver. 7. ** Render therefore: ' so the Saviour, Matt. 22:
21. * Tribute——custom : "’ the first is direct taxation for
the purposes of State, the other, ihe duties levied upon the
imponation of goods. * Fear—~honour:" the reverence
and respect to be piven to those whose official positions de-
manded it ; it is official fear and reverence, and basno re.
ference to the character of those who fill the positions.
Happy the people the personal qualities of whose rulers win
what their official positions call sor.

Ver. 8. The apostle now proceeds from exhorting the
believers as to their daties to rulers, to general mutual duties.
¢ Owe : ” this must not, of course, be interpreted to mean,
that we are at no moment to owe anything to apy man,
but that we are to fulfit ali the obligations we contract, never
to repudiate our just debts, or seck by an legal technicality
to avoid their paymeat, * But to love :” ah! here is a
debt that can pever be paid, yet one we must always be pay-
ing ; nay,’the more we pay the decper we feel the debt to
be, bzcause the practice of love makes the privciple of love
deeper and more active. “ Fulfilled the iaw :” what law?
the moral law, as contained in the ten commandments, for
he who loves all men cannot do them the evils forbidden
there. Thid is the burden of the next verse,

Ver. 9. *The apostle here reviews the commandments,
the ‘thou shalt nots,” and leaves us bat onc path, theright
one. * Comprehended;” this positive declaration to the
wotking of love includes nl! the negative precepts given or
suggested, he whose heart is full of love need never trouble
himself about any of the precepts with regard to his neigh-
bour, he cannot break tnem.

Ver. 10. Love, as in the lesson for May 4th, is person.
ificd, and the working of that love is an zbsence of working
ill to fellow-men, **faifilling of the law,” as.a veisc 8.

HINTS TO TEACHERS.

Profatory.—On this continent, and in this Dominion
of ours, the lesson of to-dsy is a lesson our young people
much need to leam, if the pnnaple of severeace {or author-
ity of every kiod bas not died out, it is 1o a large extent
much weakened ; this fact is wmanifesied in the home, as
clsewhere, and 1t should be the aim of teachers to umpress
very strongly, that home 1s the faii piace where authonty 1s
to be teverenced. ‘* Honour thy father and thy mother,”
{e-the first commandment with a promite, and the New
Testantent, as the Old, epjoins obedience to parents, Dis-
obedience at home 13 followed by disobzdience to the caval
autboriiies, and each is a violativn of the iaw W1 Gud,

Topical Analysis.—(1) Obedicnce to rulers epjoined
(r§) (2) Taxesto Be paid for the sup%on of rulers {6 7).
(3) Duties to our fellowmen (8 9). {4) The basis of all duty,
Love (9, 10).

On the first topic, we may not-. that there are some points
on which the apostle does not touch; he does not tell as,
for instance, which is the preferable FORM of government,
a mobarchy, a republic, or the varying combinations of
both ; it is the rightly conducted authority, whatever sha
that msy take, under which we live; what is suitable for
one people may be unsuited for anothes, for one race a re.
public, for another s monarcby, and for a third a still
stronger form of centralization or despotism ; but that form
of government upder which we.were bom, or which we
have chosen by leaving our father-land, is the cne which
should receive from us obedicnce. Nor doesthe apostle here
tay anythiog as to the duty towards unrighteous rulers, the
righteonsness of rebellion and revolution. Christians were
troobled 1n those days, have bsen troubled often since, as
to their duty ic such cases. Those to whom Paul wrote
might well ask what was their duty toward such & monster
as Nero, and in the rapid changes of government which
took plate after his death, when within twelve moaths there
were four emperors coatending for the purple, it must bave
been difficult for & Christian to feel that it was other than
his duty to zeek to place o Vespasian on the throne in the
place of 2 Vitellius, Nor yet does he ssy anything 2s to

. reasstance to evil commands, that was fully ucderstood by

Christians, they: were to obey God rather than map, there
was o limit in their obedience to authority which they must

»

not overstep.  They wete to obey, because authoriy ¢ an
ordinance of God. All that .Jod establishes is bindiog upon
mag, and we dad that in establishing governments among
men He gave to it rights under Himself and surrounded
those righte with the shicld of penalties, eyen to the death
penalty, againat the maa who wuuld not * heatken uato
u. fndge.” He that resisteth the ruler resisteth God, be-
cause rawcve are for the common good, a protection of the law-
abldlnf against tne lawless, a terror to evildoers, Wecan-
not enlarge on this, but it 18 casily understood, illustrated
and enforced,

Oa the second topic, show that this is the natural sequence

of the first, If it is right to recognize and obey the power,
it s right and needful to support that power by taxes and
dues. Protection smplies protectors, and they must be sup.
posted, go that in varions ways money is tequired for civil
goveroment. In whatever form this is levied, by what is
called direct or indirect taxation it is the Christlan’s duty
honestly to pay it, not to represent his income or his pro-
rerly as less than they really are, that he may escape pay-
ug a few dollars more per year; neithet to pracuse petty
smuggling as too many who call themselver Christians are
ready to do; nor to undervalue the articles on which they
pay daties, nor yet to overcharge for any service performed
on the ground that It {s wiungise mo une; forgetung
that robbery and cheating are equally so whether the vic.
tims be private individuals or the government of a town or
country, there is no difference. If we could train our young
peuple in these truihs there would cease to be the scandals
that are sometimes breoght (o light.  Press chese pracucal
truths, truths taught alike by the biaster and His apostles.

On the sAird and fourth topics we have not left ourselves
room to speak, but they were so fully treated in lessons 4
and § of this quarter toat we can afford to pass them over
here, simply innisting that the ground of ali duty, toward
God or man must be based on love. Love will not work
iLI ul> avy, and as the law is for the good of all, love fulfils
the law,

INCIDENTAL TRUYHS AND TEACHINGS.

Governments exist for the good of ti.e community at lasge
so they shoulr be obeyed by all. . .
He who resists the law resists the .ordainer of the law—

The righteous man need have no fear of the law,

The payment of taxes and all State dees should be se.
ligiously observed.

The caly debt the Christian should owe is the debt that
can pever be paid—Love.

The heart filled with love is a law to itself,

Main Lesson.—Rulers (1) ordained of God—Nuom-
bers 11:16; 17:25; Neh, 9:37: Prov. 8: 15-16 ; Dayp, 2:
zo, 21, 37, 38, 47; 4:17-32. {2) To be obeyed—Matt, 22
:21; Tuus 3:1; 1 Peter 1 :13-15; 2 Peter2:10.11;
Jude 8:9.

[Through oversight, an unfortunate typographical mis-
take occnrred in the title of the Sabbath School Lessor for
Juoe 150, It is fortanate that the error in uniating is so
obvious, No readzzr can mistake that ** Uabehevers'’
should read ¢ Believers.”—Ep. 2, P

THE SONG OF THE WOOD THRUSH.

The soog of this bird defics description, though it has 1n.
spired both extravagant and poetical attempts in the most
prosaic of writers. \When heard from a distance, it sonads
very deliberate : a succession of detached passages, with
frequent pauses, ending 10 2 trill, sometimes easily distin-
gushed as such, bu. viten so rapidiy delivered that 1t
resembles the sytlable “ chee.e.e™ with a peculiar and in.
desenbable thrll in it.  If vou are near, however, you will
6ind the pauses filled wth low notes, haviag, apparently, no
cunnection with the song.  Onae caonot but faacy them to
be irepressible woids of cadeasment, ineflably sweet nnd
tender, and wonderfelly enhancing the charm of the per-
formance, -

He is not chary of his gift. He sings at all hours of the
day, excepting in the heat of nuun, bat he seems most
keenly to enjoy the fading light of afternoon and the evening,
till long after datk. Not 2 little of the mystery =4 melan.
choly that poetical minds find in his music
thuaghtful twiight hours ta which it ssheard, . s1n nself
far from sadness. Iadesd there can be nuv more perfect
picture of deep joy than this beautiful bird, standing tran-
?;:;uy on hus branch, while giving slow utterance to noles

t thnll your soul.

The weather 13 & matter of no moment to the W
thrush ; he has a soul above externals., Other birds ma:
foll of song, or moping on their perches ; be it wet or dry
sunshine or shade, he mngs, and sings, and sings.

‘¢ Howsoe'er the world goes ill,
The thrushes still sing in it,”

The strongest attraction of a certzin sumwmer home in the
heart of the Allegheny Mountains 13 the song of this bird.
Around the house {:athered wisilors ase aiways numerous,
but no woed thrush is ever seen. Late in the alternoon,
however, when other songsters are settling themselves for
the night, and, save the robin chatter, no sound of bird is
Beard, out of the deep wood which sartound the gmall
clearing comes the stirring evening bymn of the thrush. It
begins with = clear, far-off prelude of three notes on an
ascending scale; then a deliberate rest, followed by thres
other and different notes, and ending in a rapturous trill.
Aftes o decorous paase anothet takes op the stean.  There
is no haste, no interruption, never a clamour of song. Each
one cojoys his full length of time, and though there may be
a dozen singers within hearing, there is no confuticn. Eack
rich solo is 2 complete whole, perfect as a pearl. To mt on
 balcony of *hat houte through the loag tangail hours of
agproaching uight, listening to the grand and lofty sym-.
phony, iz a never-to-be-forgotten experience s lifting the
aoul above the earth, into regions and poctry and dreams,~—
Fune stlantic,
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