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MR. JA.%ES MîCuîrE, a prarninent business mnan, a
good citizen ai %~ oronto, and a devoted Christia died
on Saturday last. His Illnoss was short. IIp was in
bis accustomed place ini St. Andrew's Church at the
New Year's morning service, and naw the end bas
corne. He was an active and devotzd worker, a man
ofi argc-heaxted and discriminating libcrality and unaf-
fected simplicity of character. Ho was a truste of
Queen's'Çallege, and a member ai the Temporalities
Boar d. Warin and gracelit. allusions to his worth, and
the loss sustained by bis <ieath were made in St An.
diew's and in St. James' Square churches.

A FE% montbs âgo it seemed as if the Northern and
Southern Presbyteri4n Churches of the United Staies
might scion bc united. - raternal salutations passed
between the Assemblies, and it vras; generally thaught
that fraternal relations would soon be e3tabiished.
A delegation- was appointed by the Southern
Asstmbly te attend the Northern Assembly in May at
Saratogo, and everytbiwig seemed ta promirc fricndiy
relations, if mlot organic union.'* Scarctly bad the
Assenji6lies adjourned when seversti scores af the
breibren began discussing the questiosi in ail ils hear-
ingitin the press and in the church courts. Tht dis-
cussion continues until this day, and ini some Instm'h.
ces waxes warm. Ait the aId soèrts have betn opened.
Tht meaning of the frattinal resolut.ons is vigorauslIy
debate. -.The bretbren semi to go int tht union
businedsas we wculd bave donc if we had gant back
te '43 andO44 and discusstd ail the vexed questions of
thatetôiniy period. Their case is worse than ours
'vould have been because their wounds are maorc
recent. burnreigbbours know how todo agreat many
things but boy ta farim a union quietly, judging tram
present appearanceýs,:s natont ofthem. They discuss
these "I rternaI relations"I until no relations are left.

IT is generally concedied that in most ai bis a ipoint.
mentu. ta judicial positions Sir John A. Macdonald
bas s.ýlected tht muen best fitted for places on the
bencli. Men learned in tht law and who possess the
necessary quzlifirations for administerirg jastice are
.isually chosen. Mote political partizanship would in
itself be a punr recammendation for judicial office.
Tht latest appointnient ai this kind gives general satis-
faction, and tht people ai Manitoba are ta heon
gratulatcd on the filling ai tht judiciary chairs ren-
dered vacan. y the sudden death ai Justice Wood
and the icturn of Ju~stice Miller ta tht areni of politi-
cal filec, by Mr. Lewis albridge and T. "I4;Tý;or,
Q C. and Master in Ordinar, ai tht Supraie Court of
judicature ai Ontario. Mi. Taylor's lr .ug experienct_
and bis rnany excellent qualities rene e: bis appaint-
ment ta tht vacant puisnt judgcship a nîost popular
one. There is reason ta believe that il bas been
made in deftrence t tht expressect wishes ai the
niembers; of the Manitoba bar. By his reinaval fram
Toronto Winnipeg gains an cxemplary citizen, and

tht cause af Presbytenianlsms there a wise and uteful
office-bearer. As most af aur readers knaw, he has
tâken a prominent part In tbt public business of aut
Church, and he wiii dat'btlcss continue te render It
valuable services in the future as fie has In the pas!.

JurpoîSo tram the iollawing paragraph whlch we
clip (ram tht IlChristian nt Work,» the P'resbyte-
flans ai New York and Birooklyn ate about ta faite a
new departure :

'Oui l'resbyterian friends icre vrolcing hard ta reniedy
their deficiencies ii diii clîy and Birookilyn ico fai t rsl
tetian exclusion is concetied. The New Vartk l'te 11îery
on Monday decideit upon the appoiniment of a eimille
of fifteen, coniposed o e'ren mirdits and tight laymtn-
tbey to lisovidc à bupetinientient if nèrcegi.*v. This là not
the lilaân rroposedl sane litile lime ego of a Presbyterlan
bislîtq,, a tesi rpjcojm, but i tis ane *htch mll uncjuestion.
èstIy do svmethtnjý to ctviviy a dr.idedly pssive I tsbyte.
tianiam in New Norc and vàcinty, -passive, we mcmii, ga
fat as ils gruuwîh and dcvclopmcnt aie conceined."

There are scverai things abti this business wbich
tie dan't understand. WVe never knew tbat Presby.
terianism In New York is 'ldecidediy passive." niv
have always bad the impressiai sbat il vas a decld.
edly active kind ai "ui." If-passive, havis a super.
Iniendent golng ta maire Il active ? Abave ail, what
are the 'ldeficicocies sa fai as exclusion is concerned,"l
and haw hs the supenintendent ta reanedy îhem? WVt
bave laoked in vain at aur New York l'sesbyterlan
exchanges for a solution ai these. mysttries, but ca..
find none. Perbapa thic '1Chrstlhn at Work l gels
beyond its depth wben il taucher Preshyterian topics
-aur friend should fisb for paragraphs in the shallow
waters af Cangregatianaiism.

AN exchange says -

,,l I ail âges eopie have been fond af scandai. And as
ith, days af Horaace even now there aie plenty vho raIll

the savoury morsel mdcri thir tangues. Wae da take a
niotbid deligbt in tunditig out something bâti about sorte-
body. Wèe tell it ta out cighbour In the stictest confi-
dence, and he dces dit saine, and &iRMe stor7 goes tbrough
the community untll everybady- bus been tord of the rnishap
and enjoined ta Çcep ht a secret."

Yes, and ve venture te say Ilialave of scandai dots
tht church ai God as uiuch barmn a3 any other form, af
sin, drunkenness nat excepted. A large proportion ai
tht wrangling and ste tbat destray cangregations,
disgrace Christianity, and ruin personal character, is
afien caused by the scandai mongering babits ai a 1ev
persans. Mlany a niister bas been gossiped inta bis
grave. Tht worst feature ai gte~e i. that na law
can be passed ta stop ibis foi 44Iel. There i s no
Croaks' Act ta regul.ite lyingT N.P. ta put a tax
an gassip, na probibitary law ta stop scandai. Ti -
mage says vben tht Dcvii bas any wotk tu do in
Brooklyn, sa mean tbat ho is ashaxned ta attend te
it personaUly, ho aiways gets a few local gossîps te do
it for bim. Work that tht devil is ashamed af must
be tathler bad. The man who trundled bis wift's; body
ta tht cemetery in a whtelbarrow ta.savt the price ai
a hearse is an apostît r.ompared with tht riait wbo
erj jys destrayixig bis ntigbbourit moputatian.

AnouT the poorest tbing tbePresbyterian Churcli
ever sav was the~ oîd*fashioned missianary mteeting.
Our readers reralerber tht niissionary meeting-ve
mean the ane the Prosbytry used ta gel up. Il w-as
always 'acld in winter, and Pearly.alvays on a very
starriy cald day. WbVen the sïaJoes came-some-
timts thty didn't conie-they usuaiiy found a 1ev
people sitting round tht stage. Whether they vert
varirng tht Slave or tht stave warming tbems vas an
open question. Tht other end aio the church vas gen-
eraily cold enougli ta fietze a -Ioeaher as peppery as
Talmage. Tht singing-vrell'ie psaimist ays vhen

wesîng we should make a loud noise skilfuify, but tht
aId lime missianary mneetiung Uid not came upta eie~er
cf ibeuerequirements. Tht speeches v.-re ai ten gàbAI
but those vho netded them mail vert neyer there.
Missionary meetings undezr tht auspices cf the Presby-
ter are nat nov usuaill> heid. Congregatitns or
missianary associations th. t vish ta 4~ve a missionary
meeting arrange for il I tomstIves. A good many
ministers preach on tht sci lenw4, vhlch Le, a gaod plan.
John Hafl says the great ~a~for getting money
for missions is U Infarna tht peo>t.» He is right.
Gaod church literature in thtc family belps vandertuily.
A tract cantaining a short staternèst of aur mission
work and other schemsxe i s a gooýd thlng. Any plan
that will ciinform the people I' nd mncrease thein in-
teret is good.

SA ZIBA rH! DESESCRA TION.

T HE sacrednessof thedayof rest is being steadily

bout beyond tht malt liberal requitementu of necesshty
and mercy là, In many cases exacted frain overweatied
toleru. Gîgantic îalvay corporations ceaie Io bave
respect for the sanctity of tht first day of the veek.
It Is truc that tht usual number ai paruenger trains
are flot mun an that day, but in muâit cases there Is na
diminution cf the great volume ai frelight sent over ail
tht leading lines of railway. Tlaatlstheday specisfly
selected C-jr is transmission, WVete sîstisîlcs avait-
able, it is wouId probabiy bc found that on that
day more irelght is moved tban on any other day
ai tht week. Several çoripanies crowd ail the
vork lbey cati into the repiir shopa in aider to
avoid deiay on other days. la tht sutnrer seebau,
especlly in tht United States, an immense num-
ber ai heavy excurslpn trains are itan on Sunday.
It has "cren observçd that the raiivay, one af tht

ighty agencies qj hodern civilizauion, beinga along
vith i a dcmoralt- pover. Specicsus excuses are
fîoms lime ta tie offered in palliation afit Ilnilnging
on tht day appolnîed for test and worss6lp, These
excuses art flimsy and inadequate. Thet eal ,ssmn
for tbe Mrat deserration ai tht sacred day lit obviotns
enougb. Tht lavc ai gain is tht one potent cause (or
the lncreasling amaunt ai Sunday labour tht rallways
aie lmposing. It is wonderiui bow pbilanibroplc rail-
vay boards that disregard tht Sabbath can became.
They assume a virtue if îhey have it not. AU their
soicliude forthte enjoyment tbey piovide fer the tati-
Ing classes wauld speedily vanlsh int tibm air, If Suit.
day pleasure excursions vert not the profitable specu-
lations îbey are. WVe know baw accommodating in
ailier tespects these railvay niagitates art ta the bus-
iness and other wanîs of canamunities if they happent
la b. relieved frram the useful eflects of a healtby
competition. The great amount of business dons by
rmilways on Sunday necessitates the constant eniploy.
ment ai a large number ai men wbo art depuived cf
ont ai th tir mas: valuable privileges. These railway
employés, by the very nature ai their occupation, axes
under the mast favaurable conditions, deprlved te a
certain extent ai home lite and Its Influences, and it lis
a greater bardsbip stili ta take theni fram the society
af their families an the Lord's day. Most ai those
men-and îhey are a warîhy and exemplary body-
feel the deprivatian keenly. They bave in several.
instances maved for relief tram ibis gnievaus bardent
but bitherta in vain. There is a movemnent nov la
progress aniang emplo>ds cf the Grand Trunk te
secure release front Sunday labour. Frais tht Chris-
tian cammunity they deserve more than syaapathy
and weli vishes in their endeavour. Their efforts
aught ta bc secanded by the churches. Christian
people wba eîjay the blessings ai a fret Sahbath
ought ta aid thoe lessa (ortunate in secuing tht same
adivantagt. '

In ail largerâ esPpthe United States tht Sunday
editian ai thc doity..aewspaper is nov an estahlisbed
institution. Twenty years ago it vas an exception, il is
nov thtrule. During the con flict betveenc North and
South people vert cager ta learu tht latest news fram
tht battit fields. Ministers read despaîches as they
aurivcd ta their congregatians. Tht leading journals;
issued Sunday editions, and thus :the Sunday nova-
paper vas added ta tht other ferras ai Sabbath dose-
cri"ion. Tht propnietars cf these jounals put forth
special efforts t0 print mamnioth sheots containicg
niuch that by no slretch of charily can b. cafled Sun-
day meadling. The Rower ai tht press as an instru-
ment for tht prootion af eniightenment cannat
b. averrated, but ina tht instance nov under coasider-
ation, It becomés, a dci - .. aIizizàg pawer. To mnany,
thousands it ciTers a plausible eàcuse for neglecting
ti.à higher dutits cf tht day. Instead ai fouîening
morality and vùrtue, tht usuai political discussions,
commercial intelligence, and general neya are served
Up as on other days, and tht speciaiy ci the ieading
Sunday papers isbae prescrit a larger amount of amus-
ig and sensational reading than usual. Here &gain.
tbere is tht added cruelty ai imposing ulunecessary
and burdensome labour on a larg cWaas of journaliss
whose occupation la sufficlently txactlng vithaut the
addition af bringing oct a Sunday paper. Then the
prinlers, a largepa-opertion of wbom, have ta b. con-
st2ntly emploised là negt vare at a trade Dot over
halthy il) the' most favourable circutristances, ame
made tu underga an amaunit of work tbatnuaha thusa


