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CONFERENCE 0F TI»IE PRESBYTER Y 0F
TORONTO ON STA TE 0F RELIGION.

A very valuable idea is that illustrated by this con-
ference. The Presbytery assembled at Brampton on1
May 22nd, to spend the afternoon and evening in con-
ference upon themes connected with the reiigious life
and work of the congregations under their care. The.
day unfortunately proved a wet one, and no doubt this
prevented rnany from being present. Notwithstanding
this, a large number of ministers, eiders and people as-
sembled, and a most pleasant and profitable time was
enjoyed. The chair was occupied by Rev. J. Cameron,
of the East Church, Toronto, Moderator. Rev. Mr.
Roger, of Ashburn, Convener of the Synod's Com-
mittee on the State of Religion, being present, was in-
vited to correspond. After*devotional exercises, the
report on the State of Religion for the last year was
read by Rev. R. D. Fraser, Convener of the Presby-
tery's Committee.

A paper on " The Lord's Supper"' was read by Rev.
A. Gilray, Toronto, wbo devoted bis attention spe-
cialiy to the best methods of observances, that the occa-
sion may be impressive and profitable. The service
should nlot be protracted to tediousness ; yet the
sermon sbould not be omitted. The consecration
prayer sbould be carefully considered and appropriate.
Dr. Hodge's views were quoted. A choice passage
of Scripture at the close was often better than an
after-table address. An effort should be made to secure
the presence of the young to the close. As to fre.
quency of observance, a monthly communion had been
introduced to many of tbe' Presbyterian Churches of
Engiand, and some in Scotland. Dr. D. Fraser, of
London, was quoted as saying that, instead of detract-
ing from its soiemnity, it secmed to be attended by in-
creased interest and numbers.

Rev. Mr. McLeod endorsed Dr. Fraser's views, and
quoted Dr. Brock, of London, after twenty years' ex-
perience, to the same effect. He cailed attention to
the fact that a weekly celebration was the practice in
the early Cburch. It was also the aima of the Re-
formers. Calvin, for example, tried to do away with the
meagre tbrice a year observance at Geneva, whicb be
said be believed was the devii's arrangement. Our
own ancient directory of public worship commended
it. The personal experience of many of us visiting
abroad, between home observances, have proved for
ourselves its enjoyment and profit.

Rev. Mr. Macdonnell would like the Aposties' creed
repeated in unison. He introduced it into the con-
secration prayer. He iiked tbe reading of choice
passages of Scripture during as well as after tbe ser-
vice, and less sermonic addresses. He would lilce to
see a weekly observance, though in St. Andrew's, To-
ronto, they bad it only four times a year. As to
deaiing with the young, be tried to instruct them
specialiy and carefully before admission, getting them
to write to bim answers to appropriate qucries.

Dr. King ernphasized the importance of giving
prominence to tbe objective facts of redemption,
turning much attention to Christ, His death, and His
love, and less to our own feelings. He favoured a
communicants' class and a speciai reception service.
He bad no pronounced vicws as to frequent observ-
ance, but be feit that there were two sides to the
question, and be feared it might not iead to frequent
individual observance.

Rev. Mr. Pringie, of Brampton, was anxious to se
our young men brougbt to the Lord's table, and feit
the importance of parents, ministers, office bearers,
and ail interested uniting in earnest efforts for this
purpose.

Rev. Mr. Milligan introduced the " Utility of Pas.
toral Visitation" in a thou ghtful paper. The very
nmame onf ptr imp ;nlied the aviiting referred to. Itc

Rev. Mr. Hogg doubted much the value of ordinary 1
formai visits. Informai, kindiy, sympathctic visits he
enjoyed and practised.

Rev. Mr. Parsons gave the experience of a 16-year
pastorate, in which he found ho learned more of the
condition of bis flock in the conversations of the
congregationai Bible class than in any other way.

" Biest be the tic that binds"» was now sung.
In the absence of Rev. Mr. McKay, the subject of

"How to interest the Young in Missions » was intro-
duced by Rev. R. D. Fraser ia an earnest speech,
sbowing the importance of speaking much of the
Church's great work for the heathen not only in the
Churcb and the Sabbath scbooi, but the home. Mis-
sionary literature for the young was of great import-
ance ; aiso the training of the young to do something
themselves of the nature of work as well as gifts.
Rev. Mr. Parsons calied attention to the great re-
sponsibilities of parents in this matter. The mission-
ary spirit is the Christian spirit, And parents, under
God, are responsible for that. Rev. Mr. Hogg, Dr.
Fraser, Rev. Mr, M illigan, and Dr. King also urged the
importance of this subject.

A most intercsting afternoon was closed witb the
doxology and benediction. The interval tilI the even-
ing meeting was ver enjoyabiy spent in the ante-
rooms of tbe beautiful new stone churcb the united
congregation of Brampton have erected for themselves.
Here the ladies had provided a bountiful repast, for
which at the close they received a hearty vote of
thanks.

In the evening, after devotional exercises, Dr. King
introduced the subject of "Tests of Spiritual Growth,
and evidences of it in our congregations."1 He applied
as tests the chief questions of the Assembiy's circular,
toucbing such points as church attendance, iiberaiity,
family religion, ingathering of the young, influencing
of the carcless, etc., in regard to whicb there were
many things of a hopeful nature, with many too tbat
were discouraging. On a review of the wbole bis
conclusions iwould be favourabie, were not grave
doubts suggested by three things-(î) the prevalence
of sceptical views, (2) the extravagant and selfish use
of money, and (3) habits which lead to Sabbatb dese-
cration among professed Christians as well as others.
The Cbuech bad failen upon troublous times, and, like
the patient at a critical stage, could she but 'lhold
ber own.» it would be the moral equivalent of an ad-
vance.

After a few remarks from Mr. Milligan, a cal
was made upon Rev. Mr. Roger to speak, to which he
responded briefly, pointing out the insufficicncy of
any tests of spiritual growth but the infallibie
standard of Holy Writ. We must flot'trust to any
4cmeasuring of ourselves by ourselves.' As to the issue
of the conflict witb present day evils, he preferred to
view the Cburcb, not se much as in tbe grasp of a
miihty and malignant foc, against whom she could
bareiy hope to "hold ber own," as in the rescuing
arms of an infinite Saviour,who opened His veins into
bers, and sbouted into ber dul car, "As I live you shal
live aiso ; " " I have corme that you might have life, and
have it more abundantly ;" 1« According to your faith
be it unto you."

Rev. Mr. Parsons followed with some interesting
instances recentiy coming under bis notice of spiritual
growth and Christian courage of some of bis own
flock-pleasing instances of godiiness in business
men, full of encouragement to ail faithful ministers of
the Word.

Principal Caven next spoke. Addressing himseif
mainly to the congregation assembled, in very feeling
terms he urged the importance of the study of the
Bible, and prayerful, humble imitation of the life of
Christ. The avowed seifishness as well as ma-
terialism of public life at the present day was most
painful and alarming.

Ail joined in singing '« Lord, I hear of showers of
blessing,-» aftcr wbich Rev. Mr. McLod addAressedb

rsof
Of ail the Christian workers amongst the ouI/P1 
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Paris, the best known, alter Mr. and Mrs. McA11'

Miss De Broen, a lady who bad commenced worll 1

Belleville, the headquarters of the Communss
the arrivai of the Engiish friends whose marvli0

success my last iettir briefly sketched. In the earIYp0ý
r 1f1il

of the summer of 1871r, a few days after the regui8f ,,,
had succeeded in putting an end to the Commune, Dra.
had been guiity, during its brief reign, of such ho t
crimes and deeds of blood, Miss De Broen l ~b
Paris in company with Mrs. Aisop, a .nibCf l
Society of Friends. The time of terrible retrî.'. lot
had then arrived. Everyone connected *ith th- l

mad outbreak of passion was about to suffer' 0110
other of a threefold fate : they were either to be
transported for life, or obiiged to fly the Cotl

Alter the provocation which had been giveVlIt ol
hardiy to be expected that a nice discrimination <tret
be observed by an enraged soldiery, so that th
of Belleville iiteraily streamed with humnaf
the biood of the innocent in some cases as t
that of the guilty. Shortly alter their arri1YS 0tbe
ladies went to visit Père La Chaise, the f0n o<ý
cemetery, which takes its name from the con tci'
Louis XIV., who had made its site a gift to tl

The day preceding this visit five hundred Con"0U,,
had been taken out to this cemetery, and alter o
shot were huried into a long trench dug as a 8 oio
receptacie for their bodies. And here thc 1-li
found a crowd of women and chiidren-the fan 1l t
and friends of the dead-some of whom had b11oo

crosses bearing the names of iost husbandfteo0

sons, whiie others carried wreaths of immtn'

ing gretaffliction, some in eep Ailce, bt I 0
them were ventiflg their sorrow in wild W, 'l 0g
rage and revenge. The English stra1gler'5
toucbed by such sad scenes of woe, Cir1no '

address wnrds of£ comfort to some of the pO 0pl
tracted women, teiling them of Hlm whO is t1 o

~or~e~ 3~~tet on i t::i e wC

and cilidren did flot stop here. ontei f
the hotel, Miss'De Broen, whQ had been ont OO

Pennefather's assistants at Miidmay Parky'Lod t
and accustomed to such work, informied ber fr1i1

God had put it into her heart to remaifi at ~10
devote herseif to labour amongst theSc 0
people, who, guilty as they undoubtedîY Wtret'001
not. beyond the reach of the love of Christ. db
obstacles to such an undertaking were sUgg'est sfr
her frjends ; but before her strong faithe
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present. He earnestiy protested against the nir0
of praise at the family aitar.

Mr. Sutherland, eider of Knox Church, Tor00rntof
foilowed in a few earnest remarks. Mr. McLure, o

Brampton, also briefly responded to an invitationl t<

speak, and suggested, from experience, the iliteo

given to family worship by following the course0 o

daily readings connected with the Sabbath scboo

lessons.
After singing IlSaviour, more than life to me,"

Macdonnell spoke upon IlPrevailing Forms ofWMorldli-

ness," taking for bis key-note "using the world as t
abusing it," or Ilover-using" it. This pointed as~

the golden mean between excess and ascCtCe
He did not condemn or denounce pleasure bt it

must be joy of whicb God is the partner anid Ch"
element. In scathing terms he rebuked and expood

the greed of hasty gain, which prevailed to-daY 50

largeiy. He also deait vigorously with worldlifle i1
the Church,which delighted in music and arcbitCCttUf

giving to tbese the bornage and adoration due tOG

atone, to the desecration of His holy place and Pte
sence. The nearness to the train time curtailed hi
tide of cloquent fervour. As the Conférence closedItb
prayer and praise, the brethren fromn the East baStgo'
ed to the train and were soon on their way hfO0&

sened tO
Ail, from the doctors of divinity downward, s. boed
agree that the Conference was a success, sucb as o
encourage the Presbytery to repeat the experiffi
such gatherings outside the city. The probabiliti 05
good to ministers and people were very clear to 1111od

and hearts fresh filled with the fruits of mutual cou11s
and edification. i

MISSION WORK AMONGST THÉ COM'

MUN1STS 0F PARIS.

THE PROBLEM 0F WOMAN'S MISSION SOLVED'
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