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cenvicty, old and young, said to a Christian friend,
* such things ste coming into my cyes and into my
ears, that they get down wito iy heart, and 1find 1t
difficuls to pray;” what is it but an illustration of the
importance of solitude?

[t is the object of these questions to put the friends
of improvement to thinking ; for we are satisfied for
) ves, that there is such o thing as architecturo
sdapted to morale; that otlicr things being equal, the
praspect of imi)rovcmcnl, in morals, depends, 1 some
degree, upon the construction of burldings ; and that
smong certain classcs of persons, and for certain
parpases, separate sleeping rooms should be provie
ded. How far this princi ﬁc ought to be extended,
we do not pretend to decide; but we have no doubt
that it should bLe extended to all prisons; that it is
cearcely less necessary for the vicious poor, in exten-
sive alnis-houses ; that it would ve uscful, in all cstab.
lishments, where large numbers of youth of both sexes
are assembled and exposed to youthful lusts; and
that it would greatly promote order, serionsness, and
pudty io large families, male and fewmale bourding
schools, and colleges.

The principle is already applied to the prisons in
Mawe, Massachusetts, Connecticut, New-York,
Peonsyivania, Mar) land, and the District of Cotum-
bia; to the houses of refuge in New-York, and Phe-
Iadelphia; and resolves have paszed the Legislatures
of - the respective States, dirceting an estimate of the
«<xpense of doing it, or measures nre in progress with
reference to its accomplishment, in Vermont, New.
Jersey, Georg, and Illinois. It has been proposed
to apply the principle, and there is little doubt 1t wall
be done, to the extensive alms-houses now erecting
near New-York and Philadelphia, so far asthe -
temperate, vagrant and vicious poor are concerned;
and it is obvious from very slight obversation, on
many poor-houses, that their character would not
suffer by the spplication of the sawe principle to
thew.

The principle has not vet been applied to boarding

.gehoals, so far as our knowledge extends; and this
is the wore to be lamentesd, since most of the jea-
lousy, winspering, heart-huraing, censoriousness, dis-
conteat, revelling, juvemle gambling, tinpurity, and
sach like, have their beginning in the chambers, after
the youth have retired from the observation of their
teachers and guardians, two, three, or five in a room,
sad have been feft to thamsclves j~mwhich would alf
be prevented, with perlect ease, and rendered physic-
ally impossible, sofar as evil communication from one
o another, takes place in the chambers, by a building
8o constructed, that the dormitoties should not only
be separate, bat bie so arranged that fifty, or oue hun-
dred, if necessary, should be uander the eye of the
tutor or guardwun from the door of his study—zaud
if in this door there is a wiadow, the whole building
ic‘ha under supersision and control from the tutor’s
ir.

A rroposal has been made for the ercction of such
& building, and the rlan furnished to e gentleman, for
an important achool in Massachusetts.  The plan of
this building is as follows :—to be three stories high,
having the rooms arranged, on either sideof a centre
space, extending through the building lengthwise.~—
The space to be unbroken from the flower of the low-
erstory to the arch above the third. The two upper
atories having narrow galleries extending two and a
Ralf feet from the doors, townrds the centre, leaving
an unbroken space between the opposite zallerics.—
The rooms 10 be entered from these galleries, through
-doors, in each of which is a gluss windaw. Euch
rooin to have a window thraugh the gxternal wall,
which, together with the large windows in the ends
of the building, aud sky-lights, will make the whole
light and airy. The length of the building, the width
of the space between the galleries, and the size of the
- zaoms,—as these paints do not affect the principle of
separztion and supervision~are lcft to the taste,

udgment and resources of the proprictor. Rooms,
{lowevcr, 8 feet by 0, freely veatilated from the cen-
tre, will be large enough. The tutor’s apartment to
be plaeed on the lower floor, at the end und entrance
of the building.

The advantages of this plan of building, besides
the great advantages of scparation and supervision,
ste cconomy and safety in regard to warming and
lighting : e all the rooms may be. warmed, through
she arca, by a fucnace connected with it, and lightcd
by Isups suspeaded fiomn.the arch; ty which acrenge-
ent, danger from fire, and expense would be greatly

nlum-mhege Th_readvantages; howerer,sremscond-
ary in comparison with the moral effect.

L sonsequently .« expease. $9 the city,

Here a youth, if he ts disposcd to study, read, and
reflect, or in any way imptove lis time, withous in«
terruption, may do it; and here the idie, profane and
vicions youth 1s effcetually prevented from corrupting
his (ellows, during those hours of darkness, in which
there i« the greatest danger.  We believe, that few
persons are fully aware of the effeet of sucha build-
ing, under an attentive supervision, in producing or-
der, sabricty, gentleness, dacility, and attention to
duty—to say nothmg of higher maral and religious
impressions.  Thus an important division of time,
viz, the latter hoursof the evening, the hours of the
night, and of eurly light, are sccured from the exter-
aal and injurions influence of temptation, by the
constructivon of the dormitorics.

Another division of tiwe is into hours for roceiving
food ; and for this period of time therve is such a
thing as construction udapted to morsls, Theform
of tha room, the form and position of the tables, the
position of the seats, and the position of the olficer
who presides, are worthy of particularattention. The
room shouhi be Inrge, having no partitions or alcoves
to intercept the sight ; and narrow tables, having per-
sons seated only on one side of the table, are found
most conductive to order, in a common hall, where
a large aunber of persons, vhose principles and
habits are notestablished, assemble to take their food.
The reasons of this arc obvious : nurrow tables a.amt
the attendants to pass, on the side where no persons
are seated, without passing she food over the heads
and shoulders of the guests.  Thus the provocation,
inconvenience and delay are avoided, which arise
from looking first over owne shoulder and then over
the other, to find the waiter ; of getting and return-
g the dishes after heis fouud; or of having the
food drupped upon the persons of those aver whose
heads aud shoulders it must be passed.

Again—narrow tables are the best, because they
greatly facditale the operations of the waiters; and
uch of the illewill in common halls arises from their
tardy movements.  Bssides, the narrow tables can
be placed in successive rows, or in a hollow square,
so asto adnut of a more perfect supervision from the
¢ye of the presiding officer. To correspoud with
narrow wbles, the scats should be single and perma-
nent. which prevents the jostling on benches, or the
inconvenience of moving them after several persons
are seated, and also prevents the naise and confusion
of chairs. 'To finish the arrengement of tables and
scats in the common hall, the presiding ofiicer’s seat
and table should be at the end of the hall, a hule
elevated, aud mamfestly facing the other tubles.
\Whether to sconre the most perfect supervision and
easiest control, the seatsat the other tables should be
placed on the side of them towards the presiding
officer, or on the opposite sule, might be decided by
experient ; onr opmson 18, that they should be
placed on the side towards the presiding officer, so
us to face the opposite end of the hall.

These suggestions, which may prove condecive to
order in large institutions, in-that division of time
which is silotted te eating, will not be deemed unim-
portant by those who have witnessed the disorder,
dissatisfuction, and 1ll manoers, which are often gene-
rated in 8 common hall.

Another division of time, for which architecture
must adaps 4 place, is the period allotted to labour.
This, at present,is no period of timeat all in regard
to many public iastitutions; buk the time is approach-
ing, we believe, when it will not to the same extent
asitis now, he deemed wise and proper to make no
provision whatever for the useful application of that

riod of time, which must necessarily be occupied
in giving health and activity to the body by some
form of bodily exercise. Already there arc institu-
tiens apringing up, in which tho time and strength
fermerly wasted are to beusefully employed. In the
houses of refuge for juvenils delinquents ; in the new
prisons, en:d alms-houses, snd some literary institu-
tions, there.are not orly hoiirs, byt plpces, far labor,
In other institutions oF gieatTmportange, there are
no places, or no proper piaces, for labor, and therefore
n0 hours for labor, and consequently an immense cx-
pense for their support. To obviate the cvil, there
should be conveniens, places of Jabour provided. If
in the canstruction ol bujldings for a_public institu.
tion, thereare no such places proyided, there will be
ordingrily no labor. In-the alms-boyse in New~York,
for instance, where.have been confined, during the
last winter, 2100 sanls, thereis ne adeguate pravision
of places, for she Jador of such a population, and
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-heingshe year, ahoct $300,000 foz.¢he, auppars of thip

institution, If in the sape institulioh ¥here had
been, asin the prison at Aubura, sgveral thom&
fect of work-shaps, of ¢onyepient constructio
mitting of an easy supervision, and ppm%):ll ”
clusively to labor, the waste strength of this corruny
and corrupting population might gtatly diminish the
expensc of its support. 1t is obviously important,
thercfore, that there should be work-shops coveniens,
appropriate, and sbundant. Tho form of theseshops,
perhaps, cannot be more convenicnt and ecoromical,
than those in the prison at Aubucn, which

story buildings, not frcquently broken by partition
walls (for this inyereepts the supervision) extendicg
around the premises on three sides, forming a hollow
square, and making & part of the external inclosure,
and leaving the interm vdiate apace between the prine
cipal bLuilding and the shops perfectly free from all
abstacles to the most free and easy supervision,

Another mode of building work-shaps would be in
one story buildings, on the radiating plan, like the
arches bstween the dormitories in the new prisna in
Philadelphia, which would admit of & perfect ine
ureclion of all the perasons employed in them from
the centre.

Another mode 4till would be circular shops, hav-
ing recesses for Inbor, arranged on the circumferencs,
admitting of perfect inspection from the centre, whils
the laborers tuce the circumference,

Arnother mode atill, iz a lurgec cnclosure, covered
with a roof, and untroen by partitions. In all the
above plans of buildiug, the great object is to pres
servo the space unbroken by partitions, which inter-
cept the supervision, and muke hiding ploses for
dlencss and wischief,

We have thus given some generul rules concerning
architecture, as adapted to morals, for three periods
of time, viz. the kours of retitement, hours for eat-
ing, and houra for lubor. There remaine nnother
period, i. . hours for instruction. The most import-
ant of these are shose of the morning and evening
devotions, the day schoul and evening school, and
the Subbath. For the first and latter bours, a cha
pel scems indispensable ; though there are many
public institutions in this country, where there are
none; and where there is no chapel, there is gene-
rally found hittle or nothing which would adorn one.
A pure and holy religion is no more likely, in publie
institutions, than elsewhere, to perform its morning
and evening devotions in kitchens, work-shops, and
nightrooms. Ingencral, therefore, where there is no
chapel there is scarcely the form of religion. Thera
are same exceptions to this remark, where sn unu-
sunl zeal has carried Christians and ministers into
work-shops, kitchens, and even dungeons, to perform
their vows; but this kind of reiigious instruction is
oceasional, irregular, ond incfiicient, and is no better
in a public institution, in producing reformation,
than in the new country, or infant colany. Ths Jo-
went the desert begins to blossom as the rose, a con-
venient place for public worship, in the form of a
church, chagel, or connodious and pleasant apart-
ment, will be provided ; or ruther, peshaps, in the
order of time, the place of worship precedes joy and
gladness.  Why it should have been expected, that
reformution in prisons shouid precede the ordinary
means of grace, or why so many should be fouud
despairing of reformation, while places for the use
of these means in many extensive extablishments aro
vot thoughs of, in the construction, is not very
strange, while the general inws of cause and effast
remain in vperation. If it be admitted, that thero
should te chapels or places of worship, it is not o
be supposed, in this age, that those evilsin construc-
tion will be permitted which were common a few
years since, in places o worship, viz. seats in which
the hearers shall face every way, and stair-cases in
the body of the house and’ in sight of the cougreg-
tion ; nor deep galleries, in the rear of which” shall
be levge square pews, in which viciops persons may
be concealed in their amusements from all those whe
would be disposed to prevent them. The ‘modern
and improved style of building, so that every hearer
mry see the speaker, and may be pleasantly seated
fucing the miniater, nceds no arguments to_show jts
importance, It needs no proof, that there is a close
connexion in chapels between morals and acchitee-
turc; and a retrogade movement, here, in reference
to architecture, as conductive to morals, would be e
painful, as an advance in the science would bz p!
1ag, in all extensive establishments, with teferehee
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