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‘THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS AT THE
GUELPII EXHIBITION.

Dean Priexns,— Aunother Agricultural
year has passed over our heads, m.nl we
are now brought to tho close of this our
second Centrul Exhibition in the town of
Guelph, and in accordance with a time-
honored enstom in contection with gathe:-
ings ot thi~ kind, I would submit a few
remarks, iy way of parting address. And
1 offer no apology for waut of ubility to
treat the subject in a proper munner
But before speaking of the present, or at-
tempting br efly to foreshadow the future,
allow me to indulge in a few thoughts
concerning the past, and you will the
more readily accord me that privilege,
when I tell you that for the past forty-
ono years I have lived in the imwediate
vicinity of whera we now stand, and it is
very pieasing indeed to veflect upon the
changes which have taken place during
that time. Then nothing but dense forests
predominated, where now wuving fields
of golden grain reward the labour of the
hushbandman.  The old bush tracks wind-
ing through the woods, which could only
be followed by wnoticing the blaze upon
the trees, havefbeeu superseded by gravel
roads running in almost every direction,
and they in their tnim by ralways, into
the most distaut parts of the country.
The rude and primitive shanties of the
enrly settlers, voofed with hollow buass-
wood logs, #s they often were, have be-
come things of the past, and now may be
seen rising in their stead stately furm-
houses, conveying to the mind of the
pusser-by that they nve the abodes of peace
and plenty ; and if there is a dush of poetry
in his composition he will in memory re-
call what Mrs., Hemaus has said about
the stately home of England.

Butchanges otherthan these force them-
selves upon our recollection.

Our fathers. the first settlers, the pio-
neers of the forest, have nearly all passed
away.—DMen who with hope beating high
in their hearts Jefe all that was near and
dear to them in the Old Land, all those
scenes of youth and childhood’s happy
days, and who by dint of industry and
perseverance succeded in hewing out for
themselves and their families happy homes
in the wild woods of America. May it
ever he our aim to emulate their virtues,
1o follow in the paths of frugulity ang in-
dustry which they have trod before us;
and though passed away from this chaog-
ing seene, and no longer with us here,
yet they will continue to live fresh aud
green in the hearts of those whom they
have left behind, to take up their part in
the great drama of life.

And whilst we are now reaping the
fruits of their labours, our requiem over
them shall ever be ** Honour to their mem-
ory; aud peave to their ashes”

To me at least it is pleasaut thus to

muso upon the past, to look bhack upon
those days of eudurance and of toil, auil
contrast them with the more prosperons
but perhaps not more happy days of the
present.  So much for the past; let us
now tarn to the present.

We are et this week in the town of
Guelph to show to Canadn and to the
world what the people, not of the county
of Wellington ouly, but of Ontario, can
achieve in 1the way of an Industrial Yx-
hibition, and I think the mensure of suc-
cess which has crowned our cfforts in the
pust is such ns to inspire us with greater
vigour in the future; and I am sure 1hat
every one who has honoured us with their
presence on this oceasion will endorse the
sentiment I have just uttered.

Aund in onr opinion, after having attend-
ed a great number of gatherings of u simi-
lar kind in different parts of the country,
and in HHumilton during the past week,
as an exhibition of industrinl wealth 3t is
second tv none.

‘The cxcessive drought of the past sea-
son, following upon that of 1871 of a
similar character, must have had an in-
jurious effect upon several departments of
this exhibition.

Owing to the scarcity of pasture, stock
could only be kept up in proper condition
at a great deal of extra expense. The
root crop, one of the main things on which
a stock farmer depends, has suftered very
severely in some parts for waunt of raiu,
but this appears ouly to have been see-
tional.

Yet, notwithstanding all these draw-
hacks, we have here an exhibition of stock
of various kinds of which we have just
reason to feel proud.

All honour to breeders who, heediess
of expense, are de ermined to maintain
the high position they have already ob-
tnined in that way. It is always very
pleasing to notice the interest manifested
in such gatherings as this by tarmers,
mechanics, and the people generally,
therehy showing that they uppreciate the
beuefit the country will receive by the
holding of such exhibitions, by bringing
together practical meu from every parg
of the country, where they may compare
uotes and profit by one another’s experi-
ence, and from which we believe much
good will result. We believe that agri-
cultural societies are exerting a very
favourable influence on the hest interesis
of our country, by stirring up a spirit of
emulation and sivalry amoeng its inhabi-
tants generally, a sort of friendly strife
and rivalry which goes far to show how
Ontario can contribute to advance the
interest of the whole community. Noris
the unsuccessful exhibitor discouraged,
but rather encouraged, to go home aud,
profiting by what he has seen and heard,
resolve to do better in future.

We also claim that agricultural exhibi-
tious of this kind may go far to remove o

cnuse of complnint we often hear madein
counection with onr socinl system: that
is, 1 desire on the part of our youny men
to leave the furm and seck some supposed
more genteel way of muking a Jiving,

We believe that if such herds of eattle
awt flocks of sheep us we sce here ox-
hibited were more gencrally diffused
among farmers—und it is by furmers at-
tending these fairs that such wili bo done
—we should lLear le-s about the boys
wanting to leave the farm.  Let the boys
attend to the stock, show them at the fairs,
keep tho pedigrees and records of ieed-
ing, nud we will be surprised at theinter-
est they will manifestin it. By doing so,
wo will make home pleasant aud the busi-
ness attractive. In this connection let
me say 1 word to my hrother Tarmers.

Are wo as a cluss doing all we can to
render home attractive? Are we not
ovetlooking the fuct that the ctaldren
playing ronnd our doorsteps are receiving
their impressions from their surronuntings?

If it is bleak and barren, ave they to be
biamed for seeking other pursuits. It may
be that therc is too much of a desire
amongst us to ndd acre to acre anddollar
to dollar, but we would say: Away with
your broad seres, your bank deposits, if
they fail to bring to me and wy family
those comforts and enjoyments in life
which we us rational and reflecting crea-
tares have a right to enjoy. Let usever
endeavour to make the old homestead
attractive and I have no fear of the results.

Lot us alsc sce to the education of our
children.

Edueation is as necessary ip connection
with farming as any other pursuits. Men
who have risen to the bhighest positiou,
men of the highest intelect, were not
ashamed to say that they were farmers.
Teach our young men that it is not call-
ing that enobles characier, but character
that enobles calling.

* Honour and shame from no condition raise,
Act well thy part, in that the honour Lies.™

One word to our young, and I am pleas-
ed (o see 50 many listening to me on this
accasion.  Whatever may be your calling
iu life, be it agricultural, professional or
otherwise, hard labour is the price you
must pay for success in the world, and it
is not purchaseable with any other cur-
veney. It is also plensing to notice the
interest manilested by the Government of
our country in conuection with agricul-
ture, and the near prospect they are
affording us of having established in our
midst an agricultaral and experimental
farm, from which I anticipate the lest
results, particularly in the way of experi-
menting on the differeut seeds aud roots
before going into general use; and I
would here reiterate the sentiments of
my predecessor, James Anderson, Esq.,
in his able address of last vear, when
pressing upon all who had an opportunity
afforded, to avail themselves of the ad-



