
TIHE HA UNTED HOTEL.

After o11e or. two more questionm
(quite readily answered) relating t(
the (late and the tirne of day at whiclr
Ferrari had left the p)alace, the couriei
took bis leave.

H1e at once entered on the neeessary
inivestigations wîthouit th e slîgbtest
resuit so far as Ferrari was concerned
Nobodylhad seen him, 1oliody appeare(l
to have been takenl into his confidence.
Nobody knlew anytbing (tlîat is to say,anything of the sIilites,,t impIortance),
even about persoîts so (liStilguislie( as8Lord and Lady Mýojitbarry. It was
reported that hl la(lvship's English
maid liad left bei-, before the disappear-
ance of Ferrari, to return to hierrelatives
inhber own contry, aîîîtîat Lady '_LIont_
harry had taken'no steps to suipply her-
place. is lor15hil) 'was descrilird asbeing ini delicate health. lie lived in
the strictest retirement-nobody was
admitted to blim, flot even blis' own
countryînen. A StUpid o]d woman was
(liscovered, who did the honisework aitthe p)alace, arriving in the morning
andgoing awayagain at nighit. She had
neyer seen the lost courier-she had
neyer seen even Lord M-Nontbarry, Who
was theni contined to bis rooli. 11cr
ladysbi'p, ' a 11nost gr'acionis ani ador-
able mistress,' was i, constant attendl-
suce on her noble hiusband.* There
was no other servant thenl in the house
(so far as the 01(1 womanl knew>, but
herseif. The nieals were sent in from,
a restauranit. 11Y lordl, it was said,
(lisliked. strangers. MY lord's brother-
in-law, the Baron, was'generally shut
Up in a remote part of the palace,
Wcuith (the gracious Mistress said)wihexperîments in cbeniistry. Th,
experinents soinetîmes made a nasty
smýell. A doctor had latterly been
called in to hjs lord(shiip--an Italian
doctor, long resident iii Venlice. In-
quiries being addressed to this gentle-
mnan (a physician of undoubted capa-
city andl respectability), it turned ont
that he also had neyer seen Ferrari,
having been summoned to the palace
(as his memoranduni-book showed>, at
a (date subsequent to the courier's

(ldisapp)earance. The doctor described
Lord -Montb)arry's malady as bronchi-
tis. 8o fa", there was no reason te
feel any anxiety, though the attack

1wsa sharp one. If alarming symp-toms shoiild appear, he had arranged
with her ladvshilî to caIl in another
ibysician. For the rest, it was impos-sible to speak too highly of niy lady;-

r nigbit and day she -as at ber lord's
l)edside.

vvith thiese particulars began anden(le( the discoveries miade by Ferrari's
icoiirier frienld. 'fie police were on the
look-ont for the lost man-and that
was the onix hope which could be held
for-th, for the present, to Ferrari'5wife.

'What dIo You think of it, Miss
the poor woman asked eagerly. 'What
wotild von a(lvise nie to doV

Agnes \vas at a loss lîow to answer
ber; it was an effort even to listen to
what Enîily was saving. The refer-

rences in the courier's letter to Mont-
barry tlîe report of bis illness, the
melanclîoly picture of bis seclnded

ilife-had r-e-ol)ene(Ilieold wouin(l. She
'vas not eveni thinkinig of the lost Fer-
rari ; ber- nind was at Venice, hy the
sick man's bedside.

'I1 hardly know what to say,' hansweI'e(l ' 1 bave had no experience
in serions niatters of this kind.'

6Do you thiiik it woul(l help you,
Miss, if yon -ea m uband's lettersto nie? There are onilv three of theni
-tlîey won't take long to read.

Agnès conîpassionately rea(l the
letters.

Tbey were not written in a very
tender tonle. -' Dear Emily, ' and
' Yours affectionately' tiiese conven-
tional phrases, were the only phrases
of endearmient whieb they contained.
In the first letter, Lord Montharry
was not very favourably spoken of :
' We leave Paris to-morrow. 1 don't
much like my lord. H1e is proud and
cold, and, between ourselves, stingy
in money matters. 1 have had to,
dispute sncb trifles as a few centimes
in the botel bill; and twîce already,


