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Letter Box System

Inquiry at the Postoffices on the subject
of emptying street post-boxes clicited the

information th t the systen is most com-

plete.
centre of the city to tne number of about
two dozen scarched by the *“ go as-you-
please letter-carrier,” in a large district
between the centre and extreme limits the
boxes are searched by waggon drvers under
a Government contract, while the ex-
tremely distant boxes arc scarched by
the letter-carriers of the several districts
in which they are situated. The con-
stantly-made insinuation that such-and-
such a box had not been visited, and the
want of confidence generally i that faie
of letters consmned to the street letier
boxes, is not much relished in the Pos.-
office. As long ago as 1883 Posunaster
Patteson instituted a plan by \\'nich it is
impossible for the drivers of the collecting
wageons to miss a box. The bLeauty of
the plan is its simplicity. 1t is well known
that each letter-box has a case inside 1t
into which ictters drop. the case and 1ts
contents being removed bodily to the Post-
office. IKach out going waggon takes
out twenty-four cases with tops painted
all one color, say blue. Twenty-four
boxes are brought back, w hich are suppos-
ed to be all brown. [f there is a bluc one
among them the driver is bound to explain.
This is practically never the ease except
~when a lock has been found frozen, and
when that occurs the postoffice locksmith
is sent at once to pick it.

As s well known the boxes m the.
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NUMISM}XT!C PEPARTMENT.

All correspondence in this departinent should beaddressed
to Mr. ]m tHooper, Box 145, Pon Hope.

TFFor information about coins, go to a
connoisseur, of course.

Crown pieces to the value of twenty

~million maks will ShOl tly be struck oft in

A recentinven- ,

tion, 1t is believed, will prevent the freez- .

ing of locks in fatura. The public may
have the most implicit confidenco in the

punctuahts of the search made of the:

street letter-hoxes.

The New York Sun suggests that it
would be a memorable rounding out of the
first century of legislation under the
American Union, for Congress to establish
one cent letter postage throughout the
United States. The country would then
have the cheapeat mail rates in the world.

-and cons m Upper Kirkg

Germany.

Tue English guinea was first coined in
1673, and derived its name from the fact
that the gold of which it was at first com-
posed came from Guinea.

Tue Bank of IFrance has found a vaiu-
able detective agent in photography, sus-

pected coins are photographed with
genuine ones, and the counterfeits are

revealed by comparison.

THE coins of the German Empire may
be used also as weights. A\ piennig piece
weights exactly two grams ; so does a gold
five mark piece. .\ mckel ten-plennig
and a ten-mark gold piece weights each
four grams.

AX extensive roblLery has leen
mitted at Athens at the Nunusmatic
Museum, attached to the TUniversity.
Amongst the articles stoleri are a quantity
of gold coins of the Quinius Flaminius
series, a number of Aitic tetradrachms,
including the well-known Mithridates
Aristion series of the town of Asia Minor,
and also several Aitolian tetradrachms.

InasymucH as considerable misapprehen-
sion exists as to the precise value of the
distinction conferred by the possession of
a Jubilee medal, it may Le well to state
that the Jubilee medal ranks next to the
decorations to the various Orders, and
takes precedence of all naval, mihtary.
and other medals.

THE secretary to the Queen’s Remems-
brancer, Edinburgh, has been directed to
pay in equal proportions to James Bisset.
William Hay, Alexander Fraser, and John
Urquhbart, the finders of the bronze pot
ate, Aberdeen,
about eighteen months ago, the sum of
£139 17, 6d, the value of the tressure tove.
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