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PLEASANT HOURS.

LESSON NOTES.

FIRST QUARTER.
STUDI?S 1IN TUR LIFE OF CURIST.

LESSON IL—JANUARY 14.
THE CHILD JESL{;SL VISITS JERUSA-
LEM.

Luke 2, 41-52, Mcmory vorses, 49-52.

GOLDBN TEXT.

And Jesus increased in wisdom and
staturo, and in favour with God and man
—~Lttko 2. 62,

OUTLINE.

1. Lost in the Clty, v. 41-4b.

2. Found in the Temple, v. 46-62.

Time.—Probably the spring of A.D. 9.

Places.—)1. Nazareth, 2, In and near
Jerusalem.

LESSON HBELPS.

1. “The passover '—" BEvery Israelite
was bound to be present except the slck,
the aged, and boys under the age cf
twelve, who, as well as the blind, the
deaf, and the Junatic, were permitted to
remain at home.’ -Lnnge

2. = Twelve years old "—** At the age
ot three Jesus had been weaned and wore
the fringed garmeonts, (Decut. 22, 12.)
At flve he had begun to learn the law
by memorizing extracts of important pas-
snges."—Ellicott.  “ At twelve the Jew-
ish child became a * son of the law.” He
also began to learn a trade.—Abbott.
* After tho custom ""—' Perhaps a!} ludlng
to tho practice of golng up {n caravans.”
—~Godet.

43. “Tho days”—The days spent in
Jerusalem, * Tarried behind “— Each
day of the feast he had gone Into the
temple, and "continued to go as usual
when "the feast was over."—Ellicott.
*“ According to Josephus the population
or Jerusalem at the passover exceoded
2,700,000 males. In such a crowd it was
cagy to be lost.”—Schaff,

44. Supposlng him to have been in
the company "—'* Thiloking him to be
elsgwhere in the great caravan. Sowue-
times the men, women, and boys marched
separately. In the East an ordinary
child of twelve would be equal in self-
care to one of fourteen or fiftecn among
us.”—Lange. ‘' A day's Journey—" The
usual rate of travelllng in the East is
three miles an hour, and, as the number
ot hours devoted to travelling rarely ex-
cceds six or eight, the distance of an
ordinary day's journey may be considered
ag twenty or twenty-five miles. The
first day, however, it §s not customary
to g0 more than six or eight miles, and
the tents are pitched almost within sight
ot the place from which the Journey com-
mences.”—Hackett, Tradition says that
El Bireh, about six miles north of Jeru-
salem, is the spot where Joseph's caravan
stophed.

46. * After three days "—* One day was
spent {n departure, one in return, the
third in search.”—Lange. *In the tem-
ple "—Apparently in one of its chambers
or porches (Acts 22, 3). “ Hearing them,”
ete.—" The mothod of Instruction among
the Jewish doctors was very conversa-
tlonal and catechetical, teacher and pupil
lndulglng in both interrogation and re-
ply.—Whedon.

48. * When they "—His parents. “They
were amazed ''— Thelfr surprise proves
that Jesus had habitually observed a
humble reserve.”—Godet. * Why hast
thou,” etc.—" An expression of joyful sur-
prise, with only the mildest possible
shading of reproof.”—Curry.

49. “How is it"—* Christ's first re-
corded words—a soft rebuke.”—Gelkie.

" Wist ' — Knew., “ Must ' —-lndlcatlng
nocessity. * My Father's "—* God is our
Father only because he fs Christ's

Fathor.” — Farrar.  ** Business ' — Per-
haps it should be * house,” as in the Re-
vised Version, or * things.” They would
al] mean the same to Marv. * Her son
was outgrowing his childhood; the light
of a higher world was breaking in on
his soul; the claims of the house of
Nazareth were fading before others in-
ﬂmtely grrater and hollen“-Geikle

§0. ~ They understood not” “"the deeper
sense of Christ's wonderful words.”—

Alford,

61. * To Nazareth * -For eighteen years
of obscurity before his Messianic work.
The Scriptures contain no further word
of these intervening years except that he
was *the carpenter’s son.” * Subject”

— The most wonderful example of filial

ohedience kaown or concelvable.”—
Whedon. “ His mother “—Joseph is not
aﬁoned again. “* Kept "—Remem-

62. * Increased "—* Luke characterizes
the whole of thse eighteen years as a
period ot develoy. ent."—Lauge.

HOME RBADINGS,

M. The child Jesus visits Jerusalom.—
Lauke 2. 40-02.

Tu. The passover trast.—Deut, 16. 1-8,

\V Tho Father's bu.)acss.—John €. 17-24,

Th. The Jews astonished.—John 7. 1-16.

F. Value of wisdom.—Prov. 4, 1-18,

8 The wiso child.—Prov. 23. 16-25.

Su. Growing I grace.~2 Pet. 3, 11-18,
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QUESTIONS FOR HOMBE STUDY.

1. Lost in tho City, ‘v. 41-46,

What journcy dld Jesus’ parents make
overy year ?

For what purpose did they go?

At what age did Jesus go up with
them ?

What did the passover commemorate ?
Exod, 12, 11-14,

Until what time d¢id Joscph remaln in
Jerusalem ?

How many days did the foast last ?
Deut. 16. 8.

How dld the boy becomo soparaled {rom
his parents ?
MHo;v far did they go before they mlissed

m

Where first did they seek him? -

Where did they next go in gearch ?
2. Found in the Temple, v. 46-62.

Whon and where did ¢{¢hey find him 7

How was he engaged ?

What did the doctors think of his
words ?

What answer did Jesus make?

How was this answer regarded by
Joseph and Mary ?

What was Jesus’ chief joy 7 John 4. 84.

Where was the homo of this famlily ?

What {8 said of the boy’s obedlence ?

Where dfd the mother hide Jesus’ say-
ings ?

In what did Jesus constantly grow ?
Golden Text,
uwzhnt prophecy was thus fulfilled ? Isa.

PRACTICAL TEACHINGS.

Where {n this lesson are we taught—
1. The duty of religious worship ?
2. The duty of seeking knowledge ?
8. The duty of fillal obedience ?

*Let us have faith that right makes
might; and, {n that fafth, let us ¢o the
ond dare to do our duty as we under-
stand it.”
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