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The bhestowal of Communion Plate
in these missions certainly impressed
the colonists with the dignity of the
Sacrament of the Holy Communion, and
with the duty of frequently receiving
it.  The necessity of better teaching
on this point will appear from {he
fact that Lord Cornbury, Governor of
New York, had caused the Rev. Thor-
ogood Moore, the S. I°. G. Missionary
to the Indians in the vicinitv of \l-
bany, 1o be arrested and thrown ini.o
prison, on the charge of andacious:,
celebrating  the Holy Communion s
often as once  a fortnight' It was
hoped that presenfations of Altar plate
frone such a source, would prove a vil-
uable object lesson to those in author-
ity as well as to the Indians aud par-
ishioners generally.

The  most interesting of all Queen
Ame’s gifts 1o the Colonial  Church,
irom an historical point of view—no.
excepling even the “Queen Ann» Boun-
1y, which is still a verv uzeful insii-
tntion — is her present of Communion
Plate 1o {he Mobawk Indiaas of Foit
Huuter, in the then Provinee of Nesw
Yora Several  attempts had  been
made, from the Leginning of the veiam,
Lo supply the iroquors, or Six Natioas,
as they  were called, wiih a2 regmar
tdssionar. The first report of the
S P Goocontains an account of the
remarkable words of one of the Iro-
quois Sachems,  in the mame of  his
prople, to the Commissioners for In-
dian Affairs at Avany, dated June 28,
1700, and transmitted by the Earl of
Bellamont 1o the “.ords Commission-:
crs of Trade and Plantations. (ctober .
25th, the same vear: T must say™
the Sachem said, “that all the while
I was I=re betore T went ta Canada,
1 never heard anvthing talked of reli-
gion, or e least mention made of
comeriing us to  the Christian Faith::
and we shall be glad to hoer it vou at
Iust are so piousle inclived 28 to taie
some pains fo instrect vonr Indians in
the Christian religion. T will not say !
bhut it mav induee zome ta return to:
their native country. T wish it had |
heen done mooner.  If vou had  had
Mmmisters {o instrue! your Indiaus in
the Christian Faith, T doubt  whether
any  of us had deverted our natlive
coundry. Bl 1 must say, T am solely
helinlden {o the French of Canada for
the  Heht 1 received, to know there
was a Saviour born for mankind. And
now we are taught God is everywhere,

——

and that we can be instructed at Can-
ada, Dowaganbae, or the uttermost
paris of the earth, as well as here.”
Subsequently  the Sachems  expressed
their  admiration  *“that thev should
have a Squaw-Sachem” and they hop-
ed “'she would be a good mother, and
send them some one to teach them reli-
gion as well s trafiic.”

These Indians are referred {o in the
report as the “‘praving Indians of
Canada,”” but ihose who know their
history  a! that period, 1egard them
rather as the “fighting Indians of 1he
Six Nations.™

The Rev. Thomas Barelav, appoinied
to the Mission of Albany in 1709, was
the first  Iaglish clergyman that  ac-
quired any direet influence over  these

Indians. His  mission inclnded  the
oversighi  of the neighboring Indians.

By taking a warm interest in their wel-
fare, and visiting them often. he was
sooi able fo report po less than  Hifty
mrtive adhierents. The following vear,
fomr of their Sachens wento i Loe-
Il to solicit aid against. the French
in Canadla.  Their interview with the
Queen ended with: {hese vords | S'nee
we have been  in alliance with our
great Queen’s chilidven, e have had
some knowledge of the Savivur of the
world. and have oflen been impos®uned

“by  the French, both by {he invinua-

tions HF their priests, and by preseats,
{o come over {o their inferests; but
have alwayvs cesteemed {hem wmen  of
fulschond.  Bul if our greal  Queen
will be pleased o send over some per-
sons lo instruct us, they shall find a
west  hearty welcome.” .\ curious
tract. of the period contains rude en-
eravings  of the four Sachems, and

_compares their visit to  the English

Court, with that of the Queen of She-
bha to the Court of King Solomon.
Allusions to the  sensation made by

' their appearance will be found in the
“Taitler,” No.o 171, and the “Specta-

tor,”” No. i,

Lord Snnderland. one of the princi-
pal Seeretarics of State, was divected
by the Queen o {ransmit to the Arch-
bishop of Canlerburv the speeches of
the Sachems, with directions o vefer
the matter to the S, PG The So-
cielv expressed wiliingness {o zend iwe
missionaries to  minister o the Mo-
hawk and Oneida Indians at a stipend
of €150 cach, and also an interpreter
and schoolmaster at  a fair salary.
Without loss of time the Queen com-




