
0R1;IN OF" HE- CHINOOK IAR«;ON.

Maymore words of English werù
then broughit iii. and for the first time
the F"rench, or muther the Canadian
andi Missouri patois of the French,
was Introduceti. The principal scat
of the Company being at Astoria, flot
oui> P large addition of Chinook
words wa-i matie, but a consitierable
number wai taken f romn the Ghehalis.,
who immuiediateiy bordered that tribe-
on the north, each owning a portion
of Shlolwatcr Bay. The wortis adopt-
ed front the several languages were,
nal urally cnough, those niost easilv
uttered b>' aIl, excpt, cif (-ourse, that
objiects new to the natives found their
naines in French <or English, an(t
sueh niodittcations wore madie in pro-
nunclation as suiteti tongues accus-
tomed to difféerent sounds. Thus the
gutturals of the Indians were ss>ften-

eor dtroppei ad thcf and r of the
Iiliglirsh andeFrench, to tllienm unpro-
noutnceable, were modified into p and
1. tiranititatlcal forii were redmmced
to their simplest expression, and
variations iii mooti anti tense convey-
cri onl- by adverb,4 or tmy the contexi.
The language continued to receive
additions. and assunieti a more dlis-
tinct andi settiet inueaning under the
North-West and Hudson Bay ('oinpm-
nies, who succeedeti Astor's pert, as
woll as through the Aincrican seters
lit Oregon. Its advantage was soce>
percelveti by the Indians, andi the
Jargo>n beeamie, to soute extont, a
inhans of' coithmunication betw-en
natives of di*ferent speech, as weIl as
bctwcen t.ben andi thSýwhites. It was
even useti as sncb between Americanis
and ('anadians. lt wats at tirsI. mnost
iii vogue upon the Lower (Columnbia
andi the Willanmette. whenee it spreati
to Puget Soti, and,. with the exten-
sion of trade, found its way far up the
coasiqt. as well as the Colunîbia anti
F"raser rivers; anti there are now few
tribes between the 42nd anti 57th
parallels of latitude ln which, there
are not tu lie founti interpreters
through its miediumn. Its8 prevaience
and easly acquisition, wbile of "ast
con venience to traders anti settiers,
has tendeti greatly to hinder the au-
quireitient of the origInai Indian Ian-
g-nages; so tnuch that, exeept by a
few misionarles anti pioneerm, bartiiy
one of theni la spoken or understood
by white nmen In aIl Oregon and Wasb-
lngton Terrltory. Not wlthstanditig

its apparent lbove'rtY in number of
wortis anti the absence of grammnati-

ca frni, it pogsesses inuch more
tlexibulity and power of expression
than iit be imnagineti, anti really
serves a i nost every plîrpose of ordi-
iîary intcrcourse.

" Tle number of wortis constituting
the Jargon proper lias been variously
stated. Many fornierly enîployed.
lhav-e bevoine in great measure oh-
sýolete, while others have been locally
introtiueed. Thus, au the Dalles of
the Columbia, various teris are coin-
ilon whieh would flot be inte1lligible
ai. Astoria or Puget ýSouud. In inak'ng
the foiiowîing selection, 1 have In-
clutict ail those wbich, on reference
to a numnbcr of vocabularies, 1 have
fotinti current at any of these places.
re(jectlng, on the other hand, such as
individuals partialiy acquainteti wlth
the native languages have eniployeti
for their own convenieuce. Tite total
nunîber fails a littie short of tii-e
huntireti words."

Mr. Jamnes Constantine Pilling,
nîiisoulan Institu te, Washington,

2aft-er insorting the above iii the lire-
face of lus llibliograplîy of the Chfi-
nookan Languaiges,' goes on 10 state
that "tmsinternational itiioni Io yet
a live language, andi, thougili lapsîng
into disuse ibeiug superseded by the
English> iii the l and of its bi.rth. is
gratually cxtenduîîg along the north-
west, coast. addiîig to itg vocabulary
jus it trai-els, until it bas, becomeUic
mneans of inter-tribal corn niînicatioi
between tie Indians speaking differ-
cnt languages, and bctween theni andi
the wh ite dwellers iu British Colun-
bis andi portions of Alaska." Indeeti,
theTe meema to be almnost a revival of
the elty interest shown in it, if wc
ina>- judge front the amount of maini-
script inaterial reiating to it now
being made ready to put mbt print.
One of Lime most cuirions anti interest-
ing of ail the curions attenipts wil
have hecuî madle t.o tnstruct and bene-
fît the Indiaus. by nucans of wrltten
characters, is that kmuownt as the

Kamnloops Wawa.' . . . Written
li an international language. 'set up'
ini st-enograph ic cluaracters, anti prin t-
od oui a inimeograph, by its inventor,
editor, reporter. printer and îîubiisu-
er, ail in oxie. tLis little weekly gecms
to leave nothing in ihue way of novelty
to be tiesired.*

The tibovc' was written Mardi lOt>,
189, about t wenty nîontbs before the
"Kamîloops Wawa - began to ha pho-

to-engravîed.


