- &£ 7
s

F
P

E m e, T
T N e R G M

3

e Ve

A a A e Al A TS TR

A BN W AR

W, v I T AT Wi

Sxen 1, 1592.]

THE CANADIAN EVANGELIST,

3

NS Y 3.3

sl ———————————E A

The First Christian Church.

Lia
Drar Evancrrtisy-—The above is
the title of a communication, which ap.
* peats from the pen of a Methodist
winister, in the Christian Guardian of
recent date, «# paper published in the
interests of the the Methodist Church.
And in order that your readers way
fully understand the following remarks,
we would ask you to insert said article
which is as 1ollows ¢
* OTHE FIRSY CHRISTIAN CHURCH?
DEAR SiR,~:We have been mote
than a little surprised that the Banwxer,
which should be the source of true
teachings on Scripture lessons for
Methodist youth, should adopt such a
title, from other sources, for the lesson
of July t7th. We often meet with the
« Christian  Church” ot * Apostolic
Church,” phrases which are not found
in Scripture. ~ But what is the meaning
of the title, * First Christian Church ?”
‘Fhe phrase is misleading, and embraces
an unscriptural error,  If by this head-
ing, it is implied, which is manifest, that
the Church of Christ was organized on
the ¥ I)n{ of Pentecost,” then we sub-
mit Methodists ought to be ashamed
to teach such an error, even by implis
cation. _'l'oplace its organization, then,
is to put iuto history the transactions of
that day, what is not to be found'in
the narrative, and to pretend to find it
there is to support oné of the most
patent errors tn the Christian teachings
of the present day. Wetrust and hope
that Methodist youth shall beiaught to
place the origin and organization of the
Church of Christ on carth where the
Scriptures place it, both as to timz and
place of the transaction.  Organized as
the Church was in the household of
Abtaham, to whom the Gospel was
preached, and justifiéd believers at the
time of it organization became its Girst
members.  (See Gal, i3, 8 and Rom.iv.)
"The history of the organization is
-fully given in tne Bouk of Genesis, and
was never repeated by God or by the
apostles of our Lord, but the converts
on the day of Pentecost were added
to what remained still of this Abrahamic
organization ; s0, then, they that are
56 ith-ade still the children.of faithful
Abraham. f

We send you this note, not with the
intention of provoking controversy, for
.there should be none among Mctho-
dists on this feaching, but to draw the
attention of Sabbath-school teachers of
the Methodist Sunday-schools to-the
teachings of Sciipture, and to enter a
protest against the misleading title of
the lesson. As for those who can be-
lieve and advocate the error protested
against, and plead that the Church was
organized on the day of Pentecost, they
are «generally forever disquahified for
reasonably tooking at anything that
may endanger their unscriptural dogma
of immersion baptism.

Exeter. MzrsaomsT MINISTRR.

In commencing his article, ¢ Metho-
dist Minister” is not 2 little surprised
that the Hanner stiould adopt such a
title as ¢ Christian Church,” or * Apos-
tolic Church,” as such terms are not
found in the Scriptures and are inis:
lcading.  DBut further on insaid asticle,
he.<ays: Why not- place origin and
organization of the Church of Christ
where the scriptures place it, viz: ‘In
the household of Abraham.”

You observe, he is quite agreeable
s call it the “Christian Church” if
allorved to locate the organization where
he thinks it should be,

"I'he purpose of this article is to show
fhat his exegesis can not be borne out

by God’s Ward
In reference tathe phrase ¢ Christian
Church” b .ing unscriptural, we think
.there is in scriptute undisputedauthority
forit. e read that the disciples were
first called Christians at Antioch, and
when these Christians meet together
they are des.gnated by the name Chris»
tiah Church. Butin the Old Testament
scriptures the -word * church " js not
once found, * even by implication.”
All evangetical denominations will
agree that the following truths are cs-
sential to the existence of the Church
of Christ, or Christian Church, wiz:
1at. “I'hat Christ died for our sins. *
and, ‘That-he was buried and rose
again from the dead.

- ¥

std. That Christ ascended into
heaven and sent down the Holy Spirit
as his advocate.

4th. ‘That Baptism is by the authority
of the Lord Jesus and into the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,

sth. ‘That salvation is in the name
of Jesus Christ, for there is none other
name under heaven given among men,
wheteby we can be saved, but by the
name of Jesus. Any body of Christians
or church which did not beleve the
above items would be repudiated by
every religious sect in existence.

It it universally acknowledged that
the Christian Church can not exist with-
out these items, and if it can not now,
it follows that it never existed without
them, ‘LI'hen just so far back in the
world's histary as we can find these ¢s-
scntial items, we find the church to
which they are essential; and since
these items are cssential to the exis-
tence of the church, we have to
look this side of the Cross for the es
tablishment 6f the church,

"I'he day of Pentccost is the first day
that we find all present, as that was
the day when the Holy Spirit first de-
scended as thé advocate and comforter.
It was announced for the fitst time on
that- day that Christ arose from the
dead. The world had never before
heard that Jesus had been crowned
Lord and King.

I'here :5 another argument which
places the questton beyond dispute, a
few years aftcr ‘Pentecost, when the
apostle Peter was rchearsing to the
other apostles his going in tr the
Gentiles and preaching to them, he de.
fends himself by saying that as/he be-
gan to speak to them the Holy Ghost
fell on them, as it did on us at the be-
ginning (Acts xi. 15), undoubtedly re«
ferting to the day of Pentecost, as that
was the day the Holy Spirit was first
sent_down from out coronated logd
and King.

‘The day of Pentecost was the be-
ginning of 2 great number of important
essential truths, but.we will only peint
out a few of tham (as we do not wish
1o take up too much of your valuable
space) '
1st. “It js the beginning of the
new covenant,” Jeremizh saild, ‘Be.
hold a new covenant will [ make with
the house of fsrae), ete” The old
covenant was a fleshly covenant but
the new covenant is spiritual, and only
those who believe, love and obey
Christ are members of it.

But ¢ Methodist Minister” would
have it that the Jewish and Christian
covenants are identical, and: says the
same Gospel was preached to Abrabam
as was promulgated by Peter on the
day of Pentecost, and that the converts
on that day were only added to what
remained still of this Abrahamic organ.
jzation.  If that is a true exegesis, then
we who are living in this present dis-
pensation would be as likely to become
Jews:us Christians under the preaching
of the Gospel. Their Gospel or glad
tidings of a rest in Canaan did not
profit them because of unbelief,

and. *'Fhe day of Pentecost was the
beginning of the Christian dispensa.
tion.” ‘I'he-three dispensations have
been represented by Adam, Moses and
Christ, cach one had its peculiar priest-
hood, ordinances and sacrifices.  The
worship which was acceptable under
one was not so under the other.

ard, “‘The day of Pentecost was the
begiuning of the great salvation.”

Paul in writing to the Hebrews,
urges that we neglect not the great
salvation, ¢ which at jfirs¢ began to be
spoken by the Lord aud was confirmed
unto us by them that heard him”
{Heb. ii, 3). It follows then that if
Christ first began to speak it—no one
spoke it before him, we living in the
present dispensation do not go back to

the Old Testament, or dispensation to

find out the way of salvation, but we
go to the New ‘Testament to find ot
how we may become reconciledto God.

The Old "T'estament stands as a wit-
ness tothe New.

« But now the righteousness of God
without the Jaw is manifesied, being
witnessed by the taw and the prophets;
cven the righteousness of God which is
by faith of Jesus Christ, unto all and
upon all them that believe ; for thete is
no difference.” Rom, fii. 21-22.

In concluding his remarks, © Metho-
dist Minister” says: * As for those who
can believe and plead that the church
was organized on the day of Pentecost,
they are generally forever disqualified
for reasonably looking at anything that
may cndanger their unscriptural dogma
of immersion bybaptism.” Whisisavery
ambiguous sentence, but he undoubt.
edly means that those who advocate
that the church was organized on the
day of Pentccost would be placed
unider the necessityof preaching baptism
by immersion.  But if he colld locate
the organization of the church back in
the time of Abraham, then that obstacle
would be removed. By disregarding
the fact that these grand features in the
Christian system had their beginning on
the day of Pentecost, the religious world
has been filled with confusion. A great
many of the doctrines in the vatious
forms of sectarianism haye their origin
beyond that day ; hence the confusion,
In conclusion my earnest prayer is,
that * Methodist minister” may be
enabled “by allowing God's word to
intrepret itsclf,” to rightly divide the
word of truth and preach the gospel in
its fulness with impassioned carnestness;
then, as darkness is dispelled by the
light of the sun, skepticism will be over-
come honest doubt vanish, the weak
be made strong, sinners be won to
Jesus, and find peace and joy in be-
llie\'ing. sl ﬂ"ﬂ.’iiJ-J'\. F; l;-{
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How they do thijgs in Australia.

FAREWELL TO BRO, WALDEN.

——

On the c;'ening of June t6th a large
number of brethren and sisters from wll
parts of Metbourne gathered in the
Lygonstreet chapel to say good-bye to
Bro. G. T. Walden.  Of coutse there
was the usual tea fight.  Wedon't ind
fault with tea meetings specially, but it
sttikes us that the advantage gained by
them does not compensate for the
troub'o and expense of getting them up.
Well, this tea meeting was 2 good one,
cverybody cat’ng.as much as they
could, besides what they carried— ;
but there, now, we won't follow that
thought any farther, as it might get us
into trouble, but will devote our atten-
tion to the after meeting, Bro, W. C,
Csaigie presided, and being a Scotch.
man and not an Irishman, as we under-
stond him, did not take up much time
in opening the meeting.  Uro, J. W.
Shepherd, from Sydney, who will be a
fellow passenger to England with Bro.
Walden, led in prayer.  Bro. J. Pitman
told the meeting, when he got up, that
he did not know what to say, but for
all that succeeded in saying a lot in a
short time. e have noticed before
that those who have nathing to say at
these tea meetings generally make good
speeches,  Bro. Ewers was so fright-
cned at DBro, Pittman’s sudden stop
that it took him some¢ time to coilect
himself, or at least he said so. For
many reasons he was sorry Bro. Wal-
den was going away, but the principle
one was because the “other man of the
DPigneer’ was gone, and he would now
have nobody.to blame.  Bro. H, M.
Black gave us two rules for making a
petfect  picture: 1st, get the right
colors; and, put them in-the right
place ; and then said that Bre. Walden
was the right man in the right place.
1f thi¢ be true, and we think it is, when

man in the wrong place.  We are not
sure that this s logie, Liomuletics or
cxegesis, but that's just the way at
strikes us,
Bro. I A. Dickson made us all
laugh, for which we were glad,  Iie
said he and Bro, Walden had travelled
together, * ten sick tégether, slept to-
gether, and wete warried togethe, the
{ast, however, being stmply 4 slip
of the tongue, and is fortunately
not true, as Bro, Dickson 1s a con
firmed, not an Jiufirm mind you
now, bachelor.  He got as far as the
jntroduction, and then had to stop,
promising us the address another time.
We expect something good.  Bros.
Dunn and F. Mclean, on behalf of
Missionaty Committee and Church in
Lygon-strect, presented addresses ex-
pressing the high csteem i which Bro.
Walden was held by the DBrotherhood.
Bro, Selby, who is tosuceced|Bro. Wal-
den at Lygon-strect, then spoke, de-
voting his time to kindly words of ap-
preciation of the guest of the everng.
On Bro. Walden rising ¢ respond,
he was greeted with great applause, and
was much affected by the kindly feeling
manifested by atl.  He said that when
he artived at Lygonstrect between
three and four years ago, he experi-
enced much kindaess, which had been
cxtended o him all along, and had
culminated in this splendid mecting to-
night. In every branch of church work
he had me: with the heartiest co opera-
tion of the members, and to this co-
operation he attributed much of the
blessing which had accrued from their
labors. ‘'The future of Lygon-street was
hopeful, ‘They were, in Bro. Sclby, get-
ting a good speaker, and a man of high
Christian character; in Sister Selby *hey
were getting a good helper in the Sun
day school, she having alteady arranged
to take the ladies’ Bible class. e re-

ferred to the unfortunate leakage that

watch factory, English, American, Elgin
and *Our Movements!® Over here
tserdying our movementi’ Wondet
what (0t who) the main spring is? Wlhiat
are its ‘atiachimems?’ How often do

you wind it? With what do you wind
it? A key? Deing a thing of such
recent invention, a product of our pro-
gressive mincteenth century, it probably
has a “stem winder” Better stick
close to the ‘Old Book.” Call Bible
things by Bible names. It is the only
safeguard against sectarianism  and
apostasy, If you must have your little
watch with * our movement,’ steet clear
of a chain with allits * successive links’
and wear an apostolic guard on it1”
Aund now comes the Church Register,
prblished at Plattsbutg, Mo, with its
endorsement of Z%e Trutl's criticism,
saying :

1 \Ve like the ring of the above It

has the old- Jerusalem gospel rinfg.
Brethren, let us stick to the *Old
Book ' in all things that pretain to life
and godliness.  All such expressions
as *our movement,’ ‘our church,' etc.,
we ought fo leave off.  They are wholly
unscnptural and, therefore, they should
not be used.  Furthermore, they f(oster
the 1dea of sectariamsm or denomin-
ationalism.  As individuals, we arc
simply Disciples, Saints or Christians.
As congregations or churches, we are
sin.ply churches of Christ or churches
of God. ‘Fhis is cnough, ‘This is just
what God's chuldren are called in the
New ‘Testament, Let us be satisfied
with this. It is best 1o *stick close to
the O1d Book.' Call Biblethingsby Bible
tames.”
Now it strikes us that The Zruth and
the Regftfer are needlessly disturbed.
over the use of the cxpression *our
rel:gious movement.” It looks like a
disposition to magnify a mattet of little
importance ior the putpose of indulg.
ing a spirit of hyper-cnticism, and in so
dong, instead of aiding the progress of
the truth they are rather hindenng it.

Our contemporaties fail, in their
criticisms on the use of the-term
“movenicnt,” to remember that while
thefundamental principles of the Church
of Cbrist are unchangeable, the mani-
festations of error with which the true
Church has to contend both within and

fizd takeh place {n manyof the churckes, pwithout afe Eontinually chahging. Ac

and thougkt this ought to make the
churches more careful in the oversight
of the members,  He thought that the
outlook of the brotherhood was most
encouraging. ‘There was a greater
missionaty spint being developed 3
there was a kindly feeling existing even
among those who dificred in opinion ;
there was a great famly hkeness i tae
churches in Melbourne and suburbe,
and they all worked harmoniously ta
gether.  In closing, he bade them all
a loving farewell, and sat down amid
loud applause.  Bro, Moysey led the
meeting in carnest prayer {or the safety
of Bro. and- Sister Walden and ther
little ones ; and after the benediction,
all joined in heartily singing

“(God be with you Ll we uec
again,"eeAustsalian Standard,

e p—

“Our Movement.”

Qur esteemed contemporary of San
Francisco, The Truth, 1s in distress
over the cditorial use, w the Christian
Oracle, a few weeks since, of the ex:
pression ‘‘our rcligions movement.”
"The expression was used in the follow-
ing personal mention of Sydney Black:

 Sydney Black, of London, Eng., as
will be seen in ‘ Chicago Notes,” wiil
preach at the ¥irst Christian church
(Oakley avenuc) next Lord’s day.  He
is returning from Australia, and 1s
spendiog his time while in this country
studying our religious movement.”

Over the foregoing The Truth breaks
out with a wail and ends in burlesque,
asfollows:

@ Oh dear! When will all this talk
about * our religious movement ' cease!
Why not say Bro. Black 1s spending
lis time becoming better acquainted
with the Church of Christ and learning
the way of the Lord more pezfectly, It
Paul were resurrecfed and should yet a
copy of the Oracle he would conclude

he goes to London he will be the right

that the Apostasy had resulted in a

cordingly, in the use of ‘the term
M movement,” “if Paul were resurrected
and should get a copy of the Oracle,”
instead, of his concluding that ‘“the
Apoitasy had resulted In a watch
factory,” he would understand at once,
that the great apostasy which he had
himself foretold was being overcome by
a counter movement—a refurn 0
apostolic doctnne and practice.

If the Church had never apostatized
from the simplicity of gospel doctrine
and practice, there could be no move
ment back to original ground, and ro
possible place for the use, of the sig-
nificant expression, *our movement.”
Hence, dear” Zrush, intcad of the
Apostle Paul, according to your sup-
position, on getting “a copy of the
Oracte concluding that the Apostasy
had resulted 1in a watch factory,” he
would understand at once that there
had been a Christian union faclory es
tablished, whose object was the making
of apostolic Christans. He would
further see, too, that the manspring of
the “movement” was the Christ, the
Son of the living Godj its motive
power, “love of the truth as:it is in
Jesus,” and that it1s “ full jeweled ” and
cvery one radiant with the light of
divine truth,

Again, the expression * our move
ment ” 1s in harmony with “our plea”
for the resforation of apostolic Chris.
tianity both in doctrine and practice,

If “our plea,” however interesting
and true and beautiful it may be, does
not tesult in a movement it islike “faith
without works, being dead.”

In conclusion, we will say, that the
gifted brother of the Editor of Z7e
Truth, Bro, Z. T. Sweengy, has, in this
issue of the Oracle, in 2 communication
just reccived, exposed himself unwit.
ungly to the castigations of our Cali.
fornia contemporary, as well as the
Oracle, by using the heretical (2) ex-
pression under consideration. ‘The*
Oracle is in splendid company and has
goac, backing, Bro. Zruth, in its use of
“ our tnovement.”

But the expression, as we have shown,
is in harmony.with our position- before
the world, and is pre-eminently sound,
sensible and proper, as -indicating a
special phase of the work of the Church

of Chnst at this particalar stage of its
history.—The Christian Oracle.

*



