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His neyer ceasing labors broughit on
another attack of apople\y, wvhich 'vas
slowly but stirely tiglitening its deadty
grasp upon Iimii w~ho once boasted that lie
wvas 'l the sîrongest mian in Ireland.> IHe
iigh-t bc sci at ahinost every hiour of ttîe
day tnttering down, te steps, eagzer to
nicl some poor drunken w'retch wvho
isled to take thc plcdge.

But alas ! 1)eath could no longYer be
deprived of ils victimi and on. Decemibcr
Sîhi., xS56, Fac-thecr Mi\tewv breaîhed forth
bis pure spirit, and l)assCd to the judgc-
meint seat of his Creator. Thius died tlîe
Aposîle and prolo-martyr of Total Abstin-
ence, arnid the bitter icars and lamenta-
lions of the w~hole civilized %v-orlcl.

Though the voice of Father Ma»Iýtie'v is
liuslîed lu death, and no longcer thritîs dtie
hiearts of his five millions of converts 10

tenîperance, his spirit stili lives iii their
descendants and lu the innumnerable
societies that bear his v'enerable namie.

B-is wvas a greal and noble %-ork.
Single-handed lie fouglîl tlîe demon of
intemnperauce, and couvii'ced his fellow-
mnen, ttîat intoxicaîting dr~inks are not only
unnecessary, batî arc positively injurlous
to tlie hiuman systeni ; lie tauighi his
generation to consider drunkenness a
mios: disgusting vice, and not a slighit faulî
easily excused ; lie sii,"-ed thein that
intemiperance wi-s fast fîllimpg thecir jails,
and supplying vicîinis to thé scaffold, and
gulillotine ; lie establishied tlie fundamiental
principles of Total Abstinence: tliat lie

w ho abstairis entirely is much safer than
lie %vlo is moderate in the use of liquor
wvhich is so fraughit iih danger, rdta
there is no salvation for those "'ho go to
excess, except in Total Abstinence.

'l'lie spirit of Father Mý,atlew stili
survives hinm in our Catholie 13isiops, for
we have our Mannings, Keanes and Ire-
lands, plainly and candidly telling our
people that it is a shame and a disgrace
tlî:it Catholics should control almiost the
w'hole liquor trafflo. God atone knows
hiow great a barrier is erected against the
progress of Catholicity by Catholic rumi-
sellers. 0f course, some %vill say that this
is gzroâs exaggeration. Let such persons
ponder over the question p)ut to l3îshop
Keane by a poor negro: " I youtr
religion is the true religion %vhat iakes
y'our people sel us whisk.y to get drunk ?"

Others still object to Father \,atliew's
nicthod, and dlaimi that many break the
ptedge. No one denies this; it oni y
proves that huminai nature is very frail and
thiat vice is very strong. In the saine lvay,
Men gIO to Confession and -<ter Confession
1h11 into sin. Is this a proof ilhat the
Confessional is useless? Let Caîtholics
be up and doing. Lct Catlholics pledge
themselves in the pions %vords of Fathier
Alathewv " 1-lere goes in the naie of God»
and they niay rest assurcd that the future
of Amierica ivill be indissolubly linked
with the future of the Catliolic Chiurcli.
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