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srnall wvorld in wbich she is placed. The
book is an imprcssive one, and calculated
ta strike a responsive chord in the bearts
of imaginative readers. In the analys:s of
sceties and characters inuch originality is
displayed, and the existence of a superiar
intellect is revealed. Besides jane Lr
Bronté lias written Shirley and Vi//eile.
In the former sbe lias drawn a kindly pic-
turc of lier sister Emnily, lierself an artist
of ni ean distinction. 'l'le character is
strangly portrayed and execuited with in-
tense tenderness. Ini tborouigbness and
force Bronté is perbaps not inferior ta
George Eliot. But the authoress of Jane
Lyre is flot capable of tbe saine 1hrgeness
of view anîd understanding of the insi.:iringý
motives of human actors.

In the works of I3ronté there is shown
lack of experience and proportion and at
tinies niorbid fatality seenis ta cast its
shadow over the perspective. Tbey are
books that may always be rend witb plea-
sure and interest. Tbey are destined ta
retain tbeir popularity on account of their
intrinsic wartb against the test of time and
efforts af the bosts of novelists wbo every
year niake their aî>peal for public favor.

jane Austen was prabably the earliest
mviter ta furnisb in iEn-land the so-called

doniestic novel. And tbougb. she wrote
when the century wvas young it îs question-
able if, %vithin ber awn liimnits, sbe bas simîce
been equalh-cd. Th'le value of tbis praise
can only be realized %vbien wecontenîplate
the number wvba bave been bier inîitators.
Jane Austen was endowved by nature witb
the f.culty for story-telling. Far it is re-
lated of bier that with cbildren sbe wvas an
especial favurite, delighting tbemi witb lier
irnprovised tales. Her fatber a-ffardcd bier
every rneans of improving her natural gifts
by way af readrng and instruction. In
fact ber' education wbich ernbraced a
knowledge af French and Italian, wvas su-

prrrta that of the ordinary girl of that
period. Thus wvell provided with the ail
required fur a literarry career, she did not
fiail ta reach distinction. Sense a-nd Sens-

bilh/y aî)îeared in 18 ri, Pride and Pr-ejit-
dice in i81Si and Afa;sjie/d Park was pub-
lisbied a year latem-. Th'e works %vere
favorably received, althoughi tbeir autbor-
sbip) 'as nat divulged tilI sorne years after-
'yards. 'l'lie stories deal principally %vitb
tbe genrv of Engiland. Tbeir tnerit lay
ini tbat baý-rd-to-be.a-cqtuired but deligbtful
quatity-siii)licilt). Tlhey sbawed tbe
autbor ta be intelligently acquainted witb
tbe conditions wbicb characterized Englisbi
borne lifé. Tbe pictures drawn were feui-
citous anîd above ail truc ta nature. In
tbe introduction of suitable personages a
happy selection obtained. Tbere could
bc na daubt tbat a new light biad risen in
tbe literary firmamient, one destined ta
shed rays of hope and coinfort for years ta
came.* History, simîce, bas proved tbe cor-
rectness of tbis viev.

Ini Jane Austen thEre were fia norbid
.feelings of unrest or dissatisfaction at exist-
ing conditions, notbing ta drawv hem apart
fromi the rest of nîankind. Her's wvas a
buoyant nature, and the sentiments tx-
preý:sed ini lier several novels were tlie
simp)le auibursts of a cbecerful beart. The
stories tbenîselves may belong ta -1 past
ag9ie, but not s0 witb tbe characters. '['ey
represent huil,. nature so well that. tbey
migbt belong taany periad. Jane Austen,
tbuugh flot as pfssionate as Bronté, nor as
philosopbic as Eliot, passesses in an enii-
fient degree tbose qualities which appeal
strangly ta the average reader,-siniplicity
and cheerfulness. H-er touch is delicate
and refined. If tbere is no dt.cided analy-
sis of human nature ta its roats the result
is perbaps flot rendered less attractive.
Its strikinig features are wcli brougbit out,
its strengtb faitblully represented, while
its 'vtaknesses and follies are playfully
satirized.

If we wvish ta experience real and whole-
soIine enjc)ymient fromn reading, wvhen cares
press heavy upon us, we rnav turn ta the
pages of Miss Austen's navels wvith a
reàsonable hope of seeing things assume*a
brighter hue.

Louis J.KEH0E, '94.
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