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T\VO ENGLISH NMINOR POETS.

l'hure is at prcscnt, and lias bicîî for sonme
tinme past, in England and Scotland, a îîuiuîcrou,;
class of %vhat arc knomn as 1, inor poçts.-
Thiese are, gcencrally spcakiîîg. Young meni oi
mlore or Icss litcrary ability, who produce verses
Nvhiichi, thougli they caninot be l)lacc(l iii the first
ranli of pactry, are yet vcry often of lighl incerit.
I t is of the poctry of two sucli meni tliat 1 %visli
ta speak'iere ; one of tliese is the late R'obert F.
Murray, and the otlier i. Lionecl jolinson.

,Murray wvas iot wl'hat is knaown iii Fict Street
as a Il litcrary success,'' and lic did iîot go oui
oaf biis wvay to bc anc. As Richard Le Galliciie
says, Il lie liad a gcnuinie indifférence ta faille
and %vas quite content ta bc ktiowni as the poct
of liis univcrsity tovi of St. Andrcwvs." St.
Andrews liad for liini indced a fascination,
whicli no otlicr place I)osscsscd ; hie could not
live away froni it, try as lic couic!. and always
rcturnced ta live therc in the cnd. Murray died
xvhcn lic was but tlîirty years ai agc %vitli a pro-
îniising future bcforc Iinii for fcev, if any, of the
youniger Englislî pocts. sliowcd( sucli talent as
lie whio %vas knoivi as - the lPout ai 'liec Scar-
lut Gawni.' Il Murray's pocems have rcccntly
bccn admnirably edited, witli a clîarming iro-
ductory sketchi of the pout, and biis work, by MNIr.
Alidrcw Lang, and ibis litile book, should bc
knowvn to aIl lovcrs ai -rond Eîiglisli verse.

WlVhat strikes one nîiost iii rcading Murray.s

poeiiis ks ticir charingiil siniplicity. lHc deals
witîi Il the lovc, ai simple neatural persans,'' aîd
deals wiili it iii suchi a1 %ay, -that ive are uncan-
sciouisly carricd bac? l ihougi ta thî e e-
tecuili century lyrics. Whiat, for exanîplc. Cati
lie swcctcr tlîan the follaoving,:

Xl1 IN 111(11 CIHl&FMONNV.

"Not tie proudest damnsel here
Looka so weli as does rny dcar.
Ail the borrowed light of dress
Ontsbining flot ber lovelinesa,

A lovjelineas flot born of art,
But growing outwards front ber beart,
Illurninating all ber face,
And filling ail ber form ;wîth grace.

Said I, of dress tle bo> rowed light
Could rival not ber beRtuty briglit?
Yet looking round, 'tis truth ta tell,
No dainsel here is 4ressed so well."-

111 is love soîîgs wc finîd aui ujîderci-cuirsrett of
lati,îingI, and %vistfulness. \vliai (>11e critie cails

tie isaiticfid iîîcomîpletcness whlîiî nmarks
the rcst ai Ilis luec,'' and wîîicli thec love soligs

1 aiîi about ta (litte shiow ta the fuillest extet't

1I féel solonely,
I long once ouly
To pass an liaur

With you (i sweet!
To toucli yor fingers,
'.Viere fragrance lingers
Fromt sanie rare flower,

And kiss yor r feet.

But not ibis even
To nie is given.
Of ail sad mzortais

Most sari ana 1,
Neyer to ineet you,
Neyer ta greet you,
Nor pass your portais

Before 1 die."

-Xld allain iii the beautiful lyric oi

"When the weary nighi is fled,
And the morniun, sky is red,
Then ny heari cloth rise and say,
* Surely she will cone to-day.'

lu the golden blaze of noon,
*Surely she is conuîng soon
lu the twilight, 1 Will she cone ?'
Then my heart with femr is dunib.

When the niglit wind in the trees
Plays iii monrnful melodies,
Then I know my trust is vain,
And she wiil flot corne again"

Saie ai Murray's pocmns sîrikc a ligliter \veiu
Iiowevcr. and Mr. Lang scms ta consider his
--';rs de soiéé 'ry lîiglîily. saying iliat Murray,
conparcd to Calvcrlcy or J. K. S.. %vas Il n-
dowced ivitli tlicir Iiumior, thecir ski!! in paracly,
tlicir love ai yautli. but (if 1 1a11 nai prejudiced)
iviîli mare tlîan thie îcndcrncss anid niatural iiîîagic
of these recgrcîied writcrs." Space forbids that
1 slîauld give any lengthy quatatian Sa 1 %t'iIl
siniply quote thue faliowinlg spaýrl]ilig epigrali1),

peculiarly fitîcd ta appear in tliis article, eaititlecd
"A Coincidciîce"I :

"Every critic in the town
Runts the niinor poet down;
Every ciic-don't you know it ?-
la himself a miner poci."1


