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is it the politicians ? I{eaven Lave the mark!1" Descartes said: if it bc possible
tô perfect the hum-an race, it is in medicine that we mnust seek the means.

MANY hundrcds of the abiest nierahers of the profession, in Great Britain,
on the Continent of Europe and on this Continent, in connection with associa-
tions, such as the Sanitary Institute and the National I{ceaith Association, in
England, and the American Public Health Association, are vigorously endea-
vouring, as it were, wvith scythe and reaping hoolz, to cut down the barrier of
public ignorance and prejudice which is the chief obstacle to a1 change in the
present system of medical practice. The public suifer most-the patients
(aptiy, from Éatior, to suifer) most, but the physicians too in their turn. Alas!
as we stated nearly twenty years ago, in an address before the York County
Mcdicai Society, the rnedicai profession is much in the position of an army
resting quietly in barrack, to bc called into service and action only after an
cntemy has entered the State and taken possession of the defences. Then there
is hurrying and distress. Twventy years ýago there were but few signs of a
change ; now there are niany.

DR. STERNDIERG'S VaIluabie 1.nd comprehiensivè presidental address at the
late Memnphis meeting of the A. P. H. Association should be extensively read
by ail classes. Already in previotîs nunibers we have given notes of the pro-
ceedings of this important meeting. Asiatic choiera is threatening this conti-
nent, and cihies and towns should look weli to the source of their public
water supply. -Dr. Sternberg says : "~Ample evidence demonstrates that the
epidemic extension of this discase depends iargely, if flot exclusively, upon thc
wvater supply. " R ome (Itaiy) %vith its pure supply, froin a source "fl ot Likeiy
to be containina,.ted," sems choiera proof; and Naples, sincc the use of its
niew wvater systeni, in iSS5, enjoys comparative immunity.

DR. EzRA 1I1. lHuiîTs twyo scicntific papers naturally elicited a good deal
of discussion. I-lis viewvs given in that on -« the Origin of Some Diseases"
are in accord with those of Dr. Hueppe, set forth about the saine time in an
a. .drcss atWeisbaden, Gerrmany, on the 1,elations of Putrefaction to Infections
Disease, which wve touch upon in an article on another page, and whlch views
are becoming soinewhat general. Wlith the four final conclusions, or "practica!
results," of this paper we desire to express our full accord. In regard to bis
second paper, wvhile it xvilI be welI to seek cautiously for effectuai bacillicides
for the destruction of pathogenic organisnis in the body, for there will doubt-
less yet for a long time to couic be infections whiclî will, in spite of precautions,
find their way into the body, and a special antidote wiii bc practicnlly most
useful, yct ive should prefer to direct our first and greatest efforts toward the de-
stuction of the organisuis outside of the body and before thcy rcach it-the
destruction of their mcans or source of development and multiplication, and
wouid sustain the practicail views of Drs. C. N. Hewvitt and H. B. Bak-er.

Tssa Quarantine discussion was interesting and should prove profitable.
Dr. Rauch wvas; probably not any too severe on the dangers of the New York


