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IT'i eot every wvoalthv persan that is satis-
.6ed, like the Preý.ident Jeannin, %wdh heing the
son of his ow'n nment, or tlîît %wîtl Lord Thur-
Iowv wvuld sooner uc;nowvlrdgc lits ancelitor in
aL drayinon than a courtier.

It must hc fromn this wctknesu of niind, that
although England iii more indebtod to coin-
moes for ber grcatncss than any othor nation
in the ivorld, it is thoîîght, by tuo Îîîany, a mark
of good brceding, to underv altie and ksaccr nt
the naine of rnerchant, as ifi itucre derogratory
to rank or digtîity. The circuîntitnce iîs the
more singuhir, as a considerable rumer of'
British peers, and those too of the 1îighoe.t rank,
are immcdiatcly doscendcd from London nmer-
chants, and the fotundation of the fortunes of
many othors has brcn laid in commerce; se
xnuch so, indeed, that a great portion of the
British peorage is rc(atcd, eitlier by descent or
intermarriage, to the citizens of bondon. This
ia the case with at lcast four English dutkes, as
znany inarquesses, and a ivhole host of caris,
viscounts, and barons.

Even as carly as tlie reiga cef Atheistan,
who resided in the heart of London, nt a place
wbich stili retains his naniie (for frein Athot-
.stan, or Adlestan, the naine of Addle-dtreet,
called in an onctent record leing Ad<UIe-strcct,
is derivcd), a inerchant, it ho Jiad mnade thico
fobrci gn voyagres cni bis own accounit, becamie
entîtieýd ta, the qua lity and privileges 0t a thane,
or nobleinan;- and we find accoruînglv, that in
the wittenagemot which snnczîoned H-arold's
usurpation ocf the throne, the seainen or mer-
c&a-nis of London are enunicrated anîongr the
thanes ivho ivere proscrnt.

When the Nornians displanted. the Saxons
in the dominion of England, lhey substituted
the appellation of Baron for that of Thanc ;
but a baron, ivith thera, rmant any freeman bora
of free parentag(,. and of course the citizr ns of
London were not the oniy barons of' the Nor-
mans lino, for there wcrc the barons of the
Claque Ports, the barons of' Warwick, Let.-
The title cflBaron as applicable ta comnmoners
is now confined, and in parliaînenîary phrase
rncrcly, ta the represrntativcs of London and cf
the Cinque Ports. It has been selccted, how-
ever, as the distinguishiag appellation of a
large and eminent branch of the Britiàh peer-
age ; and it is to be hioped that tbey %vill n eyer
forget tbat the style and titie an whîch tbcy
justly pride thcmselve.s, ivas once a style and
tâte common ta cvcry livcryman of London.-
Although the citizens of London have thus, and
fer ail good purposes happily, lost the clim ta
nobility, whieh in early tixnos %vas the certain

reward cf ueo.tXlcommerce ; yet tho peer-
lige 02 well asbarnîg ai England exhibits
noineonîs ,raoof t the ioluntary respect paid
to commîlerce by BritiJ Ilo'vereigais, ia olevating
tlîo. e %vlio purbucd it ta the higliest tîides of the

'l'lie noble bouse of Osborne, which hou at-
tainied the first ratili of a sîîhject, does not
dîsdain taao wcgo iliat the t'ounder of the
fiiiiiily. Edward O.. hume, wvas an approntiCOdto
Sir %Wîli,ýrn Ilewvet, a inerchant, alto livedl on
bondon-bridge, and who wvas lord inayor in

5i9 ; and tliat bco ewed bis clevation ta bis
huinanity and lîis perzounal courage. Sir XVil-
bain bail an oniv daugliter, Anne, wba, %%ben a
child, wa,, hy the cýtrelessbness of the nurse,
drapped froin anc cf the %%indovs of bis bouse
imito the Thanies. The apprentice E dward
Osborne, no sooinor knew of the accident, thart
ho feariestly precipi.ated biinsell' from the
bridgc tt the river, and somzinoe hold of the
child, tritnîphantly sivam wil~ her ta the
shore. Wben the child grew tip Ia %voman-
hooo, as her father %vas nich, she bail many
suitors, amng whoni was the Eart cf Shrews-
buiry ; but the father refused theni ail, saying,
that aus Osborne liad sa% cd lier ho rhauid. have
lier. Tlioy wcrc îîmmrried, rnd theii decendant
ws the prebent Dulke cf'Lcds, at wbose hanse a
portrait ûf'Sir William Hewet ia bis robes, as
lord inayorls prized uuch hicgher than a Cor-
rogîio or a Tiann.

The oLrui f Cornwallis is lineally de-
sceîided froi 'ihoî)as Curnwvalleys, merchant,
wlio %vas slieniff cf bondon la 1378.

The noble houseocf Wcntîvorth may juistly
boat of' its <lescent, 1 froni a bondon citizen,
whoso virtue oven subdîied tho tyranny of'
H-enry VIII. and awcd him inio resp~ect. Sir
WV. Fitzwilliain %vas aldermnan of bondon and
sherif in l 1506. HoJ %vas, at anc time, a re-
tainer mn the service cf Cardi..ai Wolsey; and
whcn that haughty axan had incîîrred the dis-
pîcasure cf his sovereign, ho had the courage
and the virtue ta befriond bîm. Henry when
informed cf it, had tlîe gencrosity ta pardon»
bun, and the honesty ta acknowledge that hoe
had fcîv sucb servants as Mr. Fîtzwulliam,
whom he iminediatety knigyhted. This Sir
William, with thuat spirit of benoficenco which
bas descended te bis pu.terity, built tho great-
or part of the prescrit chuîrch of St. Andrew
Undorsbaft, and boqîicathed aconsiderable por-
tion cf bis propcrty ta charitable purposes.-
One boqîîest, though aniali, is reinarkablo, as it
shows how far ho had anticipatcd the justice cf
stuccceding .igés. lio loft his mansion in St.


