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PASSING EVENTS.

—

IE intelligence from Europo is not of an ex-
citing character. In England tho formation
of Lord Russell's ministry is not regarded with
much interest, it being generally understood
that some of the appointments are provisional,
and that new blood must be introduced to securo
to the administration the support of the country
and of Parliament. Earl Russell’s chief difficulty
will probably be the question of Parliamentary
reform, for the Peclite section of his supporters
in the cabinet and the Legislature will searcely
go so far as their chicf, Mr. Gladstoue, in ndvo-
cating an increased representation of the people,
while the old whigs are inclined to “ rest and be
tbavkful ? with things as they are, Altogether,
we should suppose that tho Russell ministry is
not destined to enjoy a long life, in its present
form, at all events, The famous Count Bis-
mark, the Prussian minister, bas been at Paris,
and all sorts of ru..ours are afloat as to the ob.
jects of his visit; but whether he came to con-
coct s plan with Napoleon for tl.~ partition of
Belgium at King Leopold's decease, or to arrange
about the French frontier on the Rhine, the
quidnuncs are unable to decide. It is now as-
certained that the late Italian clections givea
large majority to the Liberals, by which several
contemplated measures of reform will be advanc-
ed. The rumour of King Victor Emmanucl's
carly abdication is once more in citcuiation, and
it is supposed that his successor would be more
likely to como to terms with Rome than it would
ba possible for him to do. If not a very brilliant
man, it must 1o admitted that he bason the
wholo been a good King, and hig retircment
from public life would be a loss to his country.
At Rome, Monsignor Merode ha3s been suceecded
by General Kartzley, a friend of Cardinal Anto-
pelli's.  Goribaldi was clected to Parliament by
the radicals of Naples, contrary to his wishes,
At Genon, Mazzini, althongh an exile from the
kingdom, obtained a large vote, bis opponent
having only been returned by a majority of
fiftcen. The policy of Russia is again creating
somo apprehension in Europe, but wo think
without reason. That country swarms with
secret conspirators, ever on the watch to over-
turn the Government, if an opportunity should
occar; and a forcign war would be the best of
opportunities for them. They are supposed to
have cansed the deatl: of Alexander tho Firstby
poison, and nearly succeeded in getting up o re-
bellion when Nicholagascended the throne. The
present Gzar holds them in great dread, and is
0ot at all likely to scek external coemies while
bp'has so many domestic foes to keop down.

Gencral Grant's re sent utterances at New York, |

combined with the fact of Gen. John A, Logan's
appointment as Minister to the Juarez Govern-
ment, has led to much speculation concerning
future troubles between the United States and
France on the Mexican question, This is certainly
tho most important question of the day. Whean
the honour of the nation is concerned, all France
thinks and acts as one man. Under the old Lings,
the republic, the consulate and the cmpire, the
glory of France was the first consideration with
all I'renchmen, from the conseript to the General.
If war were to occur between France and the
United States, it would not be confined to this
continent, England would likely bo involvedinit;
Austria, finding France devoting her energies to
Mexico, might attempt to recover her Italian pro-
vinces ; the Italiaus would make a dash at Rome
and Venetia; Hungary would be up in arms;
Poland would be up; and tho whalo civilized
world would bo in commotion. We have no
doubt that tho statesmen at Washington have
well consi’rred the step they have taken in send-
ing an acc. dited agent to Juarez. That they
have the ri,- t to send him no sensible person will
deny. But wag it wise to do so under the cir-
cunstances? The reciprocity treaty has again
become a subject of discussion in the American
press, in conscquence of the immense traffic in
smuggled goods from Canada and the British
Provinces; aund it is not impossiblo that out of
this evil good may come. Some arrangement must
be made, or mischief will casue.

A TRIP TO DUBLIN,

HAVING the good fortunc to know ap Irish
landlord of & farm of forty acres, and baving
time to cross over to Dublin, I preforred doing
so, to joining the good ship Belgian at Liver-
pool, in order that I might pay a visit tomy Irish
friend, not knowing whether the Fenians may
have had a pop at bim or not. Fortunatcly J
found Lim quite hearty, which will always be a
satisfaction; for had I not scen him, and he had
Leen popped off, I should always have experienced
a melancholy.  Again, Iwished to satisfy myself
with the memoriais and tho things of fumeo that
do renown the ancient city of Dublin. The city
of Cork I am familiar with ; the groves of Blarncy
I have spent many happy hours in, and once that
bappiness received its climax, when o good lass
named Kate, sceing mo hesitato whether I would
or not be hung over the parapet of the old castle
for the purpose of Kkissing tlie stone, exclaimed,
« Sure, if you don't kiss the stone, you won't be
allowed to kiss the girls” My rojoinder was:
« Toith, I will; here's the stone first and you
aftertvards.” «With all my heart” was the reply,
and we both mclted. For many years she
has been tho ¢ Sweet Kate” of my consolation,
—and the said landlord has been my brother-in-
law during the same term.  Not having seen him
for many years, he met mo at the steamboat
wharf, when wo wero accosted. .

# Ca-ar, your honour want a ea-ar, Sir 7" shont-
1cd out the proprictor of o very dilapilated con-
veyance. o

# And d'ye call that a ca-ar—faith, its only
the carcass of onc!l d'ye think the jintlemnn
would rido in such a thing as that, au’ he going
direct to the Castle?” ¢ Hcre ye are, Sir,” saysa
rival Jchu—* thoronglibred, your honour, and
1o mistake, will take ye to His Ixcllencies in ten
minutes : the d——1 can't bate him.”

But a~ wy brother-in-law’s motto, wag, # First
come, fir-tserved,” and 68 he had hailed the car-
cass, upon thoe carcass wo rode safely to “our
inn?

1 am not going to givea description of Dublin.

In theso times, when peoplo aro porpetaally tun- )

ning to and fro on the carth, and every ono
appears to be cverywhere clse but at homo—
morcover when we all havo our Murray and
other “ Tourist guides” at our fingers’ ends, it
would be stupid and saperfluous in one to en-
deavour to describe the Irish capital.

Suffice itto say I was fortunate in having an ex-
cellent cicerone,—though why, every loguacious
hirehng who shews strangers about the picture
galleries, palaces and ruins of Italy should be
called after Cicero I stop not to enquire,~and
that I saw everything that was worth seoing.

I think few could visit Dublin without pro-
nouncing ita very finc city : I should estcen but
lightly the judgment of any man who would
express a contrary opinion. Its spacious streets
and squares, handsome public buildings and
noble park, all constructed on & scale of metro-
politan magnificence, caonot, 1 should say, fail
to strike those who sce them for the first time, as
they did me with admiration. But for the jaunt-
ing cars—an ¢ jiostitution” peculiar to Ireland
—and which dashing rapidly along, nearly run
over you at cvery corncr, you may readily sup-
pose_yourself to be strolling in the west end of
Loundon ; whilst viewed from some points—stand-
ing on one of the principal bridges for instanco
—the city presents quite a Parisian aspect, and
with a trifling sketch of tho imagination, you
may casily fancy yourself looking down on tho
waters of the Seine—1 say then, as poor Maginn
sang:
¢ Shure Dublin 3 a splendid city.”

But whilst owning to this, one is aiso con-
strained to admit that it is a city in which pomp
and poverty arc strangely intermingled. Other
places have their particular aristocratic districts,
their best ends, where the splendour of Dives
may shine forth undiminished by the chilling
clouds of Lazarus. But it is not so here. Close
to any of its wide and spacious streets, adjoin-
ing its handsomo and commanding squares, and
in the familiar proximity to viceroyalty itself, you
come upon narrow ill ventilated courts and
alleys, the haunts of poverty, wretchedness and
vice.

The inhabitants of these grimy regions, how-
ever, appear to bear their 1ot philosophically—
Mrs. O'Brien, with shawl flung over her head, sits
on a door step, nursing the last little addition to
the houschold of Mr. O'B., and gossipping cosily
with her fellow lodger Mrs. Maloney, whilst the
Jjuvcnile scions of both houses—the 0'B.’s, and tho
M.’s—sprawl, scream and scramblo in the adjoin-
ing gatter. The tattered condition of their habili-
ments indisputably shkew that ncither of their
respective mammas are particularly partial to
needlework. No—they evidently prefer an hour's
active cbat, to an hour’s silent sewing; so the
little O'B.'s and M.s present an appesrance
scarcely presentable.

Nor i3 the worthy paterfamilias of the O'Brien
houschold n whit better off, There ho is at
yonder coracr, evidently & charscter, worthy of
& few moments’ quict study. An itinerant vendor
of books has spread out a score or two of his
wares on the ground hoping to cbtain o few
castomers; and Mr. O'Brien, with # spectacles on
nosc,” is knecling down scanniog a volume with
the eye of a critic.  Like bis celebrated country-
man, Brian O’Lyn, Mr. O'Bricn has scsrcely any
« breeches to wear.” Certainly those he has on
arc well ventilated, and that, too, on the most
primitive principles. Morcover his coat covered
with streaks, of hme, proclaiming 3fr. O'Brica to
bo & mason's assistant or hod map, is minus a
tail—not & freemason’s tatered apprentico or
an odd fellow; theso sceret societies. he davernot
enter—in‘fact, ho is amer thing of “shréds and

| patches ;¥ but no, wo do Mrs, O'Brien o ‘injus-



