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before," that is, the leaders ini the proes-
sien, tried te stop him. But it wvas without,
aticcess, fer hie criedi(ho more a great dcal. Hie
hiad Ieariied net te expect muchi kiiîd treat-
ment fromn a crewd; but is persistent iii

seeking te attract the attention of Jesus,
whose symnpathy for thie heipless wvas now
well-known.

MI. Fatth Winnlng, 49-52.
V. 49. Jésus~ stoocd still, and se the proces-

sien aise stops. Bc of good comfort. A won-
derful change in a fewv moments, from the
rebuke and perhaps rough usage the crowd
had given hM. He calleth thee. The disci-
ples, at any rate, now expected that he
would be cured, for they had seen niany
deeds ef power and mercy. The marvel la
that they and the crowvd, many of whom ai-
se had seen his miracles, sliould bave so
misunderstood, the man of Nazareth. But
they wvere, "slow of lieart. " (Luke 24: 25.)
Stili, tlheir want of discernrnent and faith is
ne legs inarveilous than is thiat of Fus people
now. WVe expeet se little, and Hie dees se
mueh.

V. 50. Casling away his garrnent; bis outer
garaient, or cbeak, wbiehi would impede bim
in bis course. Rose. The Rev. Ver., niuch
more vividly, Ilsprang Up."l And came te
.Tetu.; led by sound, for be could ilet sce.

V. 51. .Teaus answered; the cry ef v. 47.
Mhat wilt thou that .1 ghould do unie thee?

Jesus dpes net ask because Hec dees net
'know; ner do our prayers te Ced give, Han

thuSn of David, have mecrcy oît me,
v.47. The prayer of God's saints in al

ages bas been for mercy. Archbishop
r1sher died with the publican's prayer on
his lips. William Wilberforce, the liberater
of the slaves, said wben dying, " With re-
gard te myself 1 have xiething te urge but
the poor publican's piea, '(led be merciful
te me a sinner."'I When Grotiuis iay dying
at Rostock, the minister reminded. hM of
the publican's prayer. IlThat publican,1
Lord, arn 11 Ced be merciful te me a sin-
lion" , lie said ; and then hoe died.

informantion ; Ile knows -what we desire and
îîeed bef ore wo ask 1-Iiui. (Matt. G:* 8.) Btt
the direct requcot puts hiiin %V'1e1 seek-ý ilutli
proper attitude to receive. It is an ackinow.
ledgînent of onces own bielplessness. Hoem
Jesus :nay bave intended aise to toucli tile
sympathy of the crowd by makig thoni
see clearly th1e pitiable condition of the lilan
Nvliom they had just treateci s0 harshiy.
Lord; :Rev. Ver. I abboni,l 1.e. the vory
word used by Bartimaeus, moaining,
My Master. "The gradations of lîcuor
wvere Rab, Rabbi, Rabbon, llaboui."e
ThcUi 1 mighit ieceive mny sig'ht. That Bartia:.
rms believed in the power of Jesus te granut
tlis, shows with wbat reverence hie rogarde-d
Hlm. (John 9: 82.)

V.T 52. Gothlway; atthe samnetime touch.
ing his eyes (M1%att. 20 : 34): enly possible for
a. man with siglit. 7thy faith hath, made te
whole ; restered bis vision; and, as wve mc
frera the next words, broughit hilm sa1l ation
in the «kingdom. of the Messiahi. The
strength of his faith was seen in the perss.
tency of bis outcry and ln bis prompt ana
direct requecot for sighit. Straiglitway. AI[
the evangelists note that the cure wvas iri.
niediate. The crowd had instant and
present testimeny to Jesus' divine power,
Followed hirn in the wczy. Rie had lms to
give up than the richi ruler (Sce lesson of
last Sabbath) ; what ho had was doubtiem
dear te hlm. and lie leaves it all te follov
Jesus. The reward of such giving up of ail
for Christ is indicated ln Matt. 19 : 29.
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But lie cried thee more a great deal, v. 48. i;!
is our righit te pray te Ged for the thingsve'
need. It la Hiel purpose that we sheuld be:
complete men. We sheuld allow ne hind.
rance te prevent our seeking te bave ourI
defeets supplied. Bartimoeus feit blindnes
te be bis chief defeet and though rnany >e
buked in, lie cried eut the more. «We
should imitate bis persistence. But wre
should seek te bave the true idea of com-
pleteness. The blind begg-ar of Joniche had:
net beard Jesus proclaiming the salvation 0!
the seul. We bave heard. The soul is fs1
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