
round . he neck o f thc criminal ànd nfter«âards himi amnong themselves (R. V.) -These
nailcd Io the cross over bis head. W'ritten 1 wcre the wo'ds ýthey passed *from onelwo
over-Matt IlSet up over his heacil." Only thc anoti-er, doulittess nutered lotid etnigb
ordinary Roman cross affords space over- to reAch the sufferer's etLis. Hle Bwi7ed
bead for the tablets. The King oÏfth e Jews others« "There is peculiar venom in the
-Thiis was written ini threelanguagcs, Hebrew, sarcasm uttered b>' these riilérs;, as .it- actut
the language of the Jewvs, Greek, the language ail>' taunts bim with bis* miracles*-of -mer-cy,
of commerce, and Latin, the language of the and, without denying théir realit>', exuls.în
Romans. Each evangelist gives a different the supposed loss of his savingpoejsform, but the sense is the sanie in ai. The wliven it was'needed for bis ovngdeliveranj!els"
letters i. N. R. i. stand for ibis title in Latin: (Alexander). Others understand this taünt a;

* 'Jestis of Nazareth, the hking (:Rex> of thc iiriplying thiat bis inability to save, himself
* Jews." The chief priests feit the sneer at prov'ed that ai his miracles %vere frautis, or by

ibeir national pretensions contained ini Uic ttl.e power of the evil-one. RiMselfhe canz.
%ords, and endeavôred to get Pilate to change not save-Words of- mochery, -but to us thé
it t0 IlWho said 'I1 amn king of the very truth on wbich ail our hopes are built.
J ws.-"' But now that there %vas no danger to Becanise hie would save others hie must sacrifièe
h mself personally, the unprincipled goverr.or jhimself. Their taunts are given more -ai

niud be firm enougb. He refused t0 alter it, lengih in Matthew's narrative.
sthat il remnained t0 ail the world a procla. 32. The Christ-As hie had claimed Io lie

Mation of the royalty of jesus (John 19: 2 1, 22). jbefore thc higb priest. The Messiah. The
27. The thieves - R. *V. IIrobbers." King of Israel -As hie hnd acknowledged to

Matthew says, Il Mien were there two thieves, Pilate that bie was. WVhat cruel derisioni!
cucified witb him. " Another band of Izol- What pitiless haie ! Descend now from ,tue

diers and two new victimis appear upo-.i thc cross-" Hie wbo refnsed 10 corne cl6%wn Çromi
sene just as the work of crucifying Jesus bad the cross, came up from the grave ; and ir was

been contpleied. The ' thieves wcrc possiliy la greater matter to cestroy dealh by irising
followers of Barabbas. Jesus %vas îulaced be. ihan to rave life by descending " (Gregory).
tween them. IlThis arrangement was a coin. Sec and believe-So far fromn believing they

* bination dcvised b>' Pilate. First the crucified, would have raid that the nails wvere not.prop.
Jesus is dccked with the title King of thec erly fastened in. Tlicy resisted lbc far-greatcr
Jevs ; then two robhers as the symbol of his: miracle of bis resurrection (Matt. 28: 14,- 1ý5>.
Jewvish kindom are crucified " (Lainge). "For this very reason we* believe ;- because-

28. (Isa. 53: 12; Luke 22: 37). This, Christ did not siraightwvay -corne down froin.
vrSe is oiîted in the R.' V. lIs gz-nuine. .the cross, but finislied then bis work " (Ben-

riess, howevcr, in Luke 22: 37 is undoubted. gel). They that were crucified with hira
II. MOCKED. 29. They that passed i-At first both seetn 10 have joined in, but one

by-(PS. 22 : 7, 8). The crowvds that went'of hmrpnead1 i vssoe h
ito and out of the city, Railed-jeered at eodwr rmtecrs:"Je?'. a

bmwitb malicions yo' using oprbi 1 tinto thee, to-day shahl thoze ke wi/h in inz
~ îrms Waginther hads(CoparJoi Paradise " (Luke 23: 39-43). During ibis

16: ; P. 10: 2; Ir. 3: 22. Te ~eîui pcriod of threc bours from, nine totwvelve u'clock
16de; ePss 10 th5 bitter 17 ods. The -2teJesus commended his mother 10 the care of
Add n ioniai exlton ofei amzemen. Ual-c John, and uttereci thc ihird %word, "I k9pan

~tcy read the superàcription the contrast be. (Joth 1 o: B26,/ 27)moer
iwecn Jesus' dlaimis and bis rLesent position (on1:2,2)
cxcited their ribald mirth. Thou that de- III. »ViNG. 33. The sixth hour-Twelve
stroyed-Fromn these words we sec how suc. o'clock. There was darkneBs-This could
cessful the chief priests wcre in circulating tbe not bave been an eclipse of the suni, for it was
words of the false witncsscs. (Sec Matt. 26: full moon. "The gloom made it"appear as
61). X'et the words he reali>' spoke were now tbough thc %vhole earth were bewailing the
bcing fu-hcJon2 922). ignominious death %vbich the Son of God wýs

3.Mati. inscrts the clause IlIf thoit k dying " {Meyer). Contemporar>' beaihen
re Sodo God come down from tbe cross," ovriters record the darncsadtearb

Wher b empbasis is on the word "lSon." quake (Matt. 27: 51). The whole land.-or
-If (3od doca not interpose to bellp him hie "earth. " If the passages quoîed from heathen
cn bie ffb Son of bis." Nvriters refer to ibis event, then it miust bave

31. Mocking-They bad come to feast been observed beyénd the limits of Judea
j îeir eyes on bis agonies. IlThey werc not The ninth hour-Three o'clock. The hour

ahamcd to add their beartless reproaches 10 of tbe cvening sacrifice.
those of the evil fcw. Unrestrained by .tbc. 34. Jeans cried with a lond voice-A
noble patience of tbc sufferer, unraîed by tbe' voice still strong, sbcwing ibat the flame of
accomplisbmcnt of their wicked vengeance,ý, life did not flicker ont with him, but that his
unmoved by the sigbî of belpless anguisb, and death %vas an act of bis own will. Eloi-The
the look of eyes tbat began to glaze in deatb, words are given in thc Aramaic, a languagc
tbe>' congra ulated one anotber under bis cross %vbich bore a relation to Hebrew, similar t0

1ih scornful inzolcnce " <Farrar). Mocking ibat %vhich Italian bears 10 Latin. It was the
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