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TELE W ERERERILY VISITOR.

A STORY FOR ,WIVES.

BY T. 8 ARTIIUR.

(Cuntisuel from last is sue——Conclusion,)

'cheeks. His head ached, and his mind was confueed,
Some moments elapsed before he was able'to com-
prechend the meaning of what he saw and felt
Gradually then, thoe memory of his evening's de-
bauch grow distinct, and there was a faint recollec-

e where do you keep yourself these plensant even-
ingst”

“At home," returned Nichols.

“ Come round and join usin n supper at Guy's
to-morrow night, Marsden's to be one of the com-

Obl what o wretched night was that for Mre. jtion of what he had said to his wife comicg home. [pany.”

Nichols. Wretched ULeyond conception.  With
groat difliculty sho succceded in removing her
husbands clothes, and goitiag him coveied upin

With a decp sigh the unhinppy man threw him
solf back on his pillow; that sigh penctrated the
eare of his wife, and sho started up with an answere

Nichols shook his head and said **No,” in a very
'uucquivocnl manner.
| “ Didn't get o curtnin lecture last time, I hope,”

bed. Tlen, unable to slecp, sho passed tho grentor ing sigh. Nichols perceived this, and let his lidsenid Andereon, with rudo familiarity. **Shouldn’t

part of the time till moraing in, weeping or self re-
proaches.

There had existed for Mrs. Nichols no real cause
for unhappiness out of herself. Herhusband, though
not wealthy, was in good circumstauces, and sup-
plied every reasoaable want she coall desire. He
wa$, moreover, a kind, cheerful, even-tempered man,
domestic in his habits and feclings, and rather iore
disposed to seek intellectual, than sensual pleasures.
Of gocial intercourse he was fonl, With sucha
husband, it would seemn that almost any woman
could be happy; ard Mrs Nichels was happy in her

"way., Sholoved and respected her husband, but
-anfortunntely for both her peace of mind and his
was naturally of a fretful temper, which by long in-
dulgence hal grown in'o o Jdisease; morevvor, she
had not the best of health; but indifferent health
was o3t dependent on mental causes. It required
only a little thing to disturb tho even current of her
feelings; and whien this current was once disturbed
it'took some time for it to run olear,

Hardly any-thing could have been nlore uncon

't.:w;gg&'«lf.o Me, Nichols {hay $ha Anxileday Jife he hed

led sinco bis marringe. He had no confidence in
the smile of the motoing, for too often the brightest
smiles were drowned in tears at his evening return.

" Thusit had been going on for two years, and-Mr.

Nichols was getting diccguraged. Instead of gain.
ing self-cuntrol, his wife seomed to bo losing the lit-
tlo portion she had possessed at the time of their
marisge. The cunsequences growing out of one of
her periodical fits of despondency and ill-humour
we have just deseribed.

E:e this, although her hasband never complain-
od, Mrs, Nichols had otten felt that it was wrong to
give way so much to ber feclings ; and she had of-
ten tried tu force Lack the unhappy spirits that
came inttaling themselves into her mind. Butit
wad hard to Lreak along continued habit, Her
resistance was feeble, and the barriers she sought to
interpose, quickly swept away.

The rebuhing words of her husband, uttered in
his drunken, unrefleclive state dragged the veil from
before her eyes, and gave her to gee tho true rela-
tion she bore to him, and how she had been gradu-
ally alienating him from herself and home. And
the dreadful'consequences of that alienation! How
the thought made her shudder.

1t is co wonder that 3Mra. Nichols had no inelina-
tivn for slecp, nor that she epent most of the homs
of that dreadtul night in tears.

It was long past daylight when Mr., Nichols awoke,
The sun waa shining brightly into the roém from
the open curtains; but all was silent. He raised
hims#lf up and looked atound. On a sefa lay his
wife asleep. Tears were glistening on her pale

fall~feigning slamber. Ho said nothing; Lut he
heard his wife approaching—he felt her breath up.
on his forehead, as ehe bent over him. What was
that upon his cheek the sudden touch of which sent
o thrill along his nervest It was a tear! A stifled
sigh was now heard, And then his wife moved from
the bedside.

Oh! how wretched thoy both were. O, how in.
tensoly did both shrink from the moment when thoy
should look into each other's conscious facesl—
Shame, deep shamo and mortification were in the,
heart of one; and self reproaches and fear in the
heart of the other,

For full half an hour did Nichols continue to feign
sleep. .He could not make up his mind to meet hie
wifo after the debauch he liad indulged in on the
previous night, and for which he now heartily de-
spised himself

“Ah 1" be sighéd, as he lay musing over the un-
happy aspect of affairs; ¢if Margaret would only
control herself a little more. If sho would ouly
make home the pleasant place it should be, nothing
could tewpl me abroad into such compadion.
ship. ) T

At length, as he lay with such thoughts fi'ling his
miad asigh ‘moved his lips, aad forgetting. that he
was acting a part, his eyes unclosed. Mrs. Nichols
was standing near, looking vpou his face.

 Are you not well, Edward 1” she nsked, steping
to tho bedside quickly and laying her hand gently
upen his forehéad, Her voice was low, earnest ‘and
tender.

“Not very well, dear,}’ returned Nichols in a sub-
duel manner, his lids falling upon his checks as he
spoke,

Mre. Nichols pressed her lips to his forchead, and
then 1aid her face, now wet with tears, against his,

Thus the matter wus reconciled between them,
and never after was the remotest allusion thereto.
Days pnssed before the pressure on both their feel
ings was sufficiently removed to permit their hearts

wonder, for you went home a little high,”

“If L had received one, it would have been no
more than I deserved,” replied Nichols, a hitle
coldly.

* Oh, no offense,” said Anderson, secing that his
familiarity was not well received, ** I only spoke in
jests  But come round to-morrow night. As I men.
tionced, Marsdon will bo there; and you know he
is all soris of & fine fellow.”

** Marsden had better stay at home with his fami~
ly as I shall do,” returned Nichols.

¢Irather thick he finds almost any place more
ngreeable than home,” replied Anderson.

‘“Why eof”

“They say his wifo is a3 peovish and fretful saa
pereon can well be, A woman who is ever grumb-
ling and whom noliody can please for an hour to-
gether.” -t . <

¢ That's speaking rather broadly.”

“1know. But-the plain truth:is, as far as I.can
learn, that she doesn't make home.attractive for Lier

panionship.”

young friend; and Kept ofi his way homeward swhore
the sunshine had come back again.

lesson to wiyes that we would teach? Men, especi-

have many temptations to go abroad and mingle
with the pleasure.seeking. Let Wives who have
good home-loving temperate husbands,. remember
this, and let them not,_ fail to repress a peevish; fret~
fol, fault-finding temper, if inclined thereto, for
nothing will estrange a.man from homé as this,
There are hundreds of men who go abroad fo spend
their evenings in taverns and'at political meetings,
who would never think of leaving their homes and
going out after nightfall, if a:cheerful. fire blazed on
their own hearth-stone. .

i

to bound lightly ; yet during the time, they wore
particularly kind towards and considerate of each
other, )

In due time the sunshine came Lack again, and it
was a more permanent sunshine. Stronger reasons
for sclf control were seen to exist by Mra Nichols,
than wero befors apparent to her mind, and she
called into exercise a strength of purpose that made
her effort successful. 'Was she not herself happier,
independent of the effect upoa her husband ¢ Yes,
fav happier. The fretful spirits were cast out of her
mind, and chesrful spirits came in to £l their
places. A new habit of fecling was established..

“ Why Nichols!” said the young man named An-
derson, meeting hita about two months afterwards,
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jhusband, and so hie goes-abroad for. bettef - com.-

“IVs & pity,” Mr. Nichols responded, then adding |
a.* good- Jay” he parted from:his pleasuré-loving °

Does our little story need a word to. enforce the

ally those who are cheefful and companionable, '




