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THE DESTRUOTION OF FORESTS.

Wo clip .rom tho American, of Nashville, the
following articlo on the destruction of our
formts and the climatic changes sure to rosult
thorefrom :—

“Tho repid destruction of forests in the
United States is a fruitful sourco of disquictude
to tho far secing statesman, as well as to the
man of scienco. ‘That forests exert a controll-
inginfluenco on climato is a fact too well known
to admit of controversy, and it is quite poasible
that many of tho countries of the old world
that woro once the “theatres of busy life have
boes renderod almost uninhabitabloe by tho
destruction of tho foresta,

“ Hiatoriana tell ua that the 1and of Canaan,
in tho rcign of David, supported probably a
population of 5,000,000 Now wo know that
tho oxtont of torritory comprised in Palistine
nover oxcorded at any ono timme more than
12000 square miles, so that it must have
supported a population of woro than 400 to the
squaro mile, which is twico as great as thomost
densoly populated state in America, Nothing
can givo us a bettor idea of the original fertility
of il than tho fact that this numerous popula.
tion dorived :ia support almost oxclusively from
agriculture. Ships woro occasionally sent to
Ophir and to Tyro on trading expeditions, but
thero was no commerce in the modern sonss of
tho torm, and no manufactures. A faw plain
artizaus plying their vocations for a pittancoa
day, and a fow sailers wero almost the sum
total abstracted from agricnltural industry.
The population of that country, cnce o great,
dots not oxceed at this time 300,000, or not
onetonth,what it wasin ancient ¢imes, Now,
thoseverity and injustico of the govornwent,
Sogethior with the many disastrous wars through
which the people have passed, doubtless has
done much to reduce the population from what
it was in tho glorious days of tho poet king to
‘what it is to -day.

“But thoro is a more potont cause. The
climatic changes induced by tho almost total
Cestruction of tho forests havo rondered all the
hill country unproductive. There are no forests
now in Palestino. Nothing but shrubs and
fruit tr.us arm to bo seon. Even the far famed
codars of Lobanon have almost disappeared.
Only a few hero and thero may be obeerved
standing a3 monumonts of their former glory
The hills of Judea, that once wore a perennial
verduro, aro now masses of barron rock, and tho
brooks, famous in scripturo and in song, are
now nothing more than wet-weather branches.
The sourco of all fortility bas been deatroyed
by annihilating all tte agoncies for cooling and
condensing the vapor which uscends from the
oosan, Droughts are now the general rule, not
the oxception. When rains have onco begun,
howover, they continue, Tho zame causcs which
preduco dry weather operate to prolong the
rains when they once begin. Had the slopes
snd hills been kopt in forests tho pupulation
would nover havo been reduced from 6,000,000
- 10300,000. Bayard Taylor, inone of lus works,
speaks of large regions on the Nile that onco
supported a dense population that are now
ontiroly barren, and throughout the wide
expanse scarcely a tree can bo seon.

“The poople of tho Umted States may be
repoating tho lustory of the ancient Egyptians,
and drifting on the samo road to destruction.
In 1850 thero were 25,708 lumbening establish
ments in the country, employing $181,000,000
capital and 146,000 hande, distributing 831,845,-
000 » year in wages, using $146,000,000 worth of
anatorial, and turning out an annual pruduct of
3233,000,600. Add to this cnormous amount of
timber cut the milliens of acres destroyed by
fire, and it will givn somo 1dea of the immensity
of our forosts, and tho rapidity with which
they are disappearing. Thero aro but fow
groat resources of tumber left while the demand
forit isincrcamng yoarly. Congress passed an
actin 1817 for tho preservation of live oak and
cedar for naval purposcs on all the public lands.
The Supromo Court, in tho cazo of TUnited
Statos vs, Brigge, S. Howard, construed the
statuto as authorizing tho protection of timber
onall publio lands. More recently laws have
boen passed by many of tho Western States
oncournging tho planting and raising of forasts
and tho genoral government has offered bountics
in the wav of land for planting treea, The

arbor days are generally obscrved, and millions
of treoa aro annually set out, Lut all this falls
short of repairing tho cnormous waste now
goiog on, It 15 oatunatod that 10,000,000 acros
of forest are anfiually destroyod, whilo it would
bo difficult to show that onc-tenth of that arca
is yoarly planted in trocs. In Ingland, whero
the laws of primogeniture are n force, th
protection of trees on an cstatois conadered a
filial duty. Tho landed cstates, hold for the
most part by the nobility, are pnzed moro than
any other speciv of property, and tho deatruction
of forcats is less necessary on account of the
cheapnosa of coal. Tho Duko of Norfolk hasa
park thatis 16 miles in circmt, and the Marquis
of Bradalbane can nde a hundred imlesin a
atraight line through Jus park and arablo lands,
Tonants often Jive to an old ago on theso
estetes without over having scen a treo felled,
More timber is destroyed 1n the United Statos
in one yoar than in England in a century.

** For Tennessco somo provision should bo
mado to protect our timber, or at loast some
oncouragement givoen to plant trces, Our old
fields that lioc grim and fallow, liko sanples of a
ruined world, could bo reclaimed by planting
them in trees, and if no other good should be
accomplished the landscape would be beautified,
tho broom grass exterminated and tho gullies
chocked.—Souttsrn Lumberman.”

ABOLISHING THE ALPHABET.

A roporter of the Pittsburg Times tells of an
interview he had with o young man now ongag-
ed in making a living by selling liquid blue, as
follows :

“By trade,” 10 8aid, ‘T am & type sotter, 2nd
T havo been working about eight years on a
systom of shorthand iypo ttat I have about
perfected, It is designed to take tho piace en-
tirely of Roman latters now in use in writing
and printing. By its use matters can be put in
about one fourth the spaco it now occupies.
Signs ropresenting sounds, you understand, will
take the place of letters.”

“That a big scheme.,’

“Yea ; but perfectly feasiblo—quite asfeasible
as the present system of letters and spelling was
with its inventor. By this system every
languago can be written with tho samo signs—a
universal written language. I have some 330
sigus, all very simplo and not onoas complicated
as the presont lower caso ‘g’ As printed overy
typo forms two signs—by being roversed—somn
our, and in type above pica in size they will
form eight and sixteen, as they can be mado
octagon in shapo in tho body, and, according as
they are set in the form, represent differont
sounds. I studied three different srstoms of
shorthand in search of ono that would answer
my purpose, but none did so fully. Scovel’s
camo nearer than tho others, but Thad to supply
a great many of tho signs by my own invention
to hit the poculiar purpose,

*‘Thero aro fivo sounds in the German lang-
uage that differ from the Enghsbh. I am
famihar with German, French and Spanish and
know somo little of Polish, and I think the
same syinbols as used in the English will supply
wnitton signs for them all, though that is really
unimportant, as it will not be above a century
before the English will bo tho uais ersallanguago.
Tho Chnese is now, in point of territory cover
ed, tho most provalent languagoe, the Spanish
next, and English third, but the progress of the
last hundred years has been marked in favor of
the latter,”

“You hava scarcely the placehere to carry on
scientific studies,” said the 2imes man with a
glance about the rooin,

“A little crowded” said tho inventor, “*but
when a man has it in his head his surroundings
don’t much matter. I haven’t the monoy to
buy the books X would like tohave, but X fre
quent the Y. M. C. A. library aud I have
fricnds to loan me what they have, T have,
roceaved much encouragement from sevoral gen
tlemon to whom I have explained my idess, and
think I can secure all the financial assistance ¥
may aced.”

“Is thero no balm of Gilead *
18 thoro no physican thero 7
Tbanks to Dr. Plerce, thoro isadalm 1o bis
““‘dolden 3odfoal Disenvory”—a “balm for every
wound " to bealth,from colds,coughs, consump-
tion, bronebitis, and all chronle, blood,lung and
liver affoctions.” Of drugglsts. !

HOW BRUIN HUUGGED A BUSY SAW.

“Talking abut funny things,” said a big,
bronzed beared man in tho reading room of an
uptown hotel last might, ** tho funniest thing ¥
aver heard of happened in my saw mill out in
Michigan. We used a heavy upright saw for
sawing heavy tumber. One day not long ago
tho men had all gone to dinnor, leaving tho saw
which ran by water power, going at full apeed.
While were nway a big black bear camo into
the mill and went nosing around. Tho saw
caught lus fur and twitchod bim a little.  Bruin
didn't like this for a cont, so ko turned around
and fotched the saw a lick with his paw.
Result a badly cut paw. A blow with tho other
paw followed, and it wss also cut. Tho boar
was by th's time aroused to perfoct fury, and
rushing at the saw, caught it in his grasp and
goavo n tremondous hug. It was hislast hug,
and we lived on bear ateak for a woek,  When
wo camo up from dinner there was half a boar
on c2ch side of the saw, which was guing ahead
as aicoly as though it had never secn a bear.
‘This is a fact, 8o help 1o Bob,” and the big
'umberman bit off a fresh chow of tobacco.—N.
Y, Tribune.

CANADIAN PAOIFIO,

The political and commercial valuo of the
Canadian Pacific railway, when comploted, will
be incalculable. Among its more preceptible
political results will bo the strengthening and
hastening of the operations of the army and
auxiliary forces in Canada, Ausralia,{India and
the castern colomes, and of tho navy on the
Pacific, Austraihan, Indian and Chins stations.
It will also facilitate tho quelling of distur-
bances in the vast Dominion through which the
hnepasses. Thu length of the railway is 2,870
mles. It runs through Bntish territory, and
will be in communication with tho castern
provincial railway system of Canada. Ninety-
five days wero required to movs the men from
Toronto to Wmnipeg, aboug the centre of the
Dominion, in 1870, to suppress the Red River
rebellion. In tho spring 1880 the “ Canadian
Pacific Expresz” will run from Montreal to
Vancouver or Burrard Inlot i niuety hours,
and passengers and mails from England will be
able to reach the Pacific by this route in thirteen
or fourteen days. Troops, atores, boats and
crews can also be conveyed from Halifax to that
oceanin five days, without proceeding through
foreign possessions. Brtish Columbia and
Vancouver Island, which have hitherto been
in a very dofenceless condition, will now have
the advantage of specdy and material reinforce-
monts for their protection, and in order to
enable tho navy to work on the Pacific station,
the company contemplato a lino to some port
of Nova Scotia or of Cape Breton, whereby the
passago between England and Vancouver will
be reduced to about oleven days, except for
troops and warliko stores, which will take a day
more,on account of the circuitous line of the
Intercolonial railway. Every facility will be
granted for the carriage of troops, crews and
war stores. ‘These men will be provided with
omigrant carriages, wherein comfortablo seat
beds will be availablo. The company proposo
to run steamers between Port Moody, the
Pacific terminus of therr railway, and Japan
and China, and another branch botwoen that
port and New Zoaland and Australia. Passen-
gers will bo ablo to arrive in Japanin thirty
days and Hong Kong ir thirty-six days, If
reinforcements are urgently required by India,
thoy will reach Caleutta or Madras more quickly
from Halifax than from this country, if thoy
could not procced by the Suez canal.  Agam, as
Halifax is much uearer England than New
York, oven if tho steamers of the Canada
Pacific Railway Company do not go at a greater
apecd than thoso of the Pacific Mail Steamship
Company, passengers to Now Zealand and
Australia from United Kingdom ports will bo
abloto reach tho Autipodes, via Port Moody,
sooner than by the San Franasco route, In
many other respocts this hine will be of im-
messurahlo advantage in war with a maritime
nation, cepocially for the supply of provisions to
the homo population, and will greatly enhanco
tho prospenty of the Dominion,.—Army and
Navy Gazet(é,

Subecribo for the CaNapA LuMBERMAN.

THE BEST FOUNDATION FOR WO0OD
PAVING.

Sir Robert Rawlinson, C. B.. writes to a oon
tomporary .—'* Your remarks on tho rough
surfaco atate of tho woud pavement in Rege ut
Streot deservo special notice. I alter slightly a
patagraph in your short notice of the unewven
wear of the blocks into a question which I
venturo to answer . ‘Is there no botter system
than tlus for the prosorvation of a firin and
homogeneous bed for the wood RAlocks® My
roply is, *Yus, thero fa.° Tho prite neccasity
fur any form of road is an absolute sound
foundation, fully drained. For streets tho beat
material for the foundation will bo a layer of
lias-}Yime or Portland cement concrete, not lesa
than G in, in thickncas in ordinary atroets, 9 in,
in such as Regent Strect ; this concreto t bel
to b, and, after being Inid, to have no less than
one week allowed to set.  Yortland coment
concrets should bo wall sprinkled over with
water each day. Portland cement ssta botter
wot than dry, Concreto blocks may evea be
sunk in still water with advantago to the setting
property of tho bost cement, The surfacoe of the
concrete must have the true contour of the
stroot, and must be absolutely true and smooth,
finished with a thin coat of lime or cement
mortar, 1 to 2of clean sharp sand. On a found:
ation so prepared the blocks should be laid not
more than 4 in. apart, to be run fall of hot
asphalte. Aunson’s patent, or L.icom layer of
thick felt and jointing with similar felt, makes
ouo of the beat wood pavements, adding about
23. per square yard to the cost. An example of
tho wood pavement laid on a sound Portland
cemont concreto asphalte jointed may be scen
in Parliament Strcet, Westminster and at
Whitehall. Tho failures 1n wood pavements in
London streets~and thero have been and are
now many such—aro a resnlt of defective found.
ations. Thes~ have either beon to weak or
improperly m.  hence their quick destruction,
Strect surfaces and substances are subjected
much more to ramming than to wear by friction,
All quick traffic results in the wheels, being
rammoers, jumping~and this in proportion to
the roughness of the surface and the velocity of
the waggon, omnibus, cap, or carrisge. .Alight
quick traffic punishes any road mo» 4 than a slow
and a heavy traffic; but & quick heavy spring
van traffic punishes any road or atreet most, A
sound foundatioz is the true rond ; thoblocks of
wood aro surface veneering, to be renewed when
fairly worn.”

PERILS OF RAFTING.

A mishap, which very ncariy resulted in a
drowning accident, occurred to a raft of timber
this morning whilo making the decent of the
Lachine Rapids. About nine o’clack twelve
Iargo cribs of oak and pine, which comprised a
raft belonging to Messrs. D. D. Calvin & Son,
of Ganlen Island, were proceeding down the
Rapids when, owing to the sudden veering of
the wind, they wero thrown close upon ono an-
othor. Five of the cribs broke up in the Rapids
and two more struck on pier No. 12 of the
Victoria Bridge, loosening their fastenings.

On one of the latter cribs an Indian, whose
name could not be ascertained, was thrown into
tho water, and for somo minntes was in a peril-
ous position, Thero was no pieces of timber
within twenty or thirty feet of him, and the
nearest pieces wore drifting fastor than he could
swim. After buffeting the water, which was
very rough, for a considerable poriod, ho was
picked up by Messrs, Joseph Vincent and James
McGurk, who had put off from shore in a small
8ail boat, on witnessing the accident,

There were twenty throe men on tho cribs,
and some of tho cscapes were marvellous. Noan
of tho men got m the water in the Rapids
break up. This is tho first of tho scason’s raft
ing casualties, and was duo largely to a suddrp
chango of wind which verred in a few minutes
from tho south to a strong north casterly gale.—
AMontreal Watness, June £2,

TrE Oconto company is daily pling about
850,000 feot of lumber cut at ita two mills at
QOconto and Nahma, Wis, This includoes 60,000
foct of deal daily for the English market, The
firm has sold 3,000,000 feet of doal for future

delivery at Quebec.



