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sonsequence of the Coufercnice thit was to be held
at Liverpool on the Lt 'of October, ittay possilily
be expected from' me and Irom my brethren, 1)r,
Cunningliane and Mr. Begy, that we should state
to the Presbytery our uupression respect to that
meexmg.ﬂliow. 1 just wieh 10 throw out for the
-conmderution of the Presbytery, whetlier they
would wish us to cater on that subject at peescent, !
or whether it would nut be worth- wlile to have &
more speciul tecting of vur brethreain the winiye
try and elderslup, not only 1 this Preshutery, but,
if they sce iit, of the negibouring Uresbyteries !
ulso, on some conventeut day, far tie pucpose of
embling us to convey niore fully than we well
could do to-day, the very decp unpression under
wiich we left the Cunterence -at Laverpool, 1
nay just state generally, thut the brethren there
convened, . belong nyg to 1o fuwer than seventeen
different denoninutions of Christmuy, niet, ay you
tuay suppase, under veey deep feelings of anxiety
aud codcern, aud with w hively ‘interest in the
great object cantemplated,~the promotion of kY
tnore visible und effective union amony the difer.
cat membe:s of the Clurch of Chst, but at the
‘same time all of them deerly seumble of the duli.
-cultics and embarrassiments attendiig any such
attempt, and wany of them full of npprehension,
I wmay state, however, that at the very first sitting
of the Conference, we spent the first two houts in
devotional services, of a kind aod character so very
peculiur, as altogether, or at least ju a large mea-
sute, to dissipate the apprehenmons whiclh our
brethren =ntertnined, and give all of us the feel-
lug that this movement was about 10 bs owned and
countenauced by the Head of the Churchi; and
further, that the Coalerence went o at subsequent
diets, without the least concealment on the part of
any individual preseat ot his ditliculties, hLis feel.
iugs, his views of all sorty,—nay, w.th the most
trank, full, aud fuendly cousultativt,~—the jssue of
whick wus a barutony, an entire unamnuty of sen.
“timeut aad feehng, witich not the most sanguine
amonyst us dured to anticipate. I tiay state i a
single sentence, withoutentering into details, suine
ol the leading priuciples which secrued to conduce
to this hatmony.. Oue way, the layin: down of a
sort of fundamental principle, that 1 tins attempt
Wwe must ain at a union of Cliristian ten, aud not
at a union the basis of which was the recognition
of Chrisiian Churches assuch. We found that a
great ditliculty was got aver when we agreed that
tlns uuten should be a union of men tecogaszing
one auother’s Christauty, but without pledging
oue ancther 1o any opwuion ‘of one anotier's
Churchee, . And further, in the sceond place, a
very great point was gatned whea a'umversal un-
derstunding was come to, that this uuion, or alli-
auce, should be based neither upon auy compros
Tuise, nor upon any concealinent, .of our powats of
differcace, whatever tlicss nay be.  Ibelieve that
many of the two hundred wlio came to the Con.
ference did 80 under a sort of appreliension that
what would be asked of them was, that one should
concede_that point, and suother this; and that
by giving and taking, we would ultumately come
to sowe kind of wmeagre creed or covenant in wluch
we ‘might concar,—that by cach giving up lus
own peculisr opinions’ on Jus own particular
pownts,—that iu this way, -by concessivu-on all
sides, harmony at lcast would be arrived at, but
attived at iu a sort of skeleton way, without pith,
without body, without apirit or substaace at all,
Ou the contrary, the universal uaderswnding co.ne
10 was, that the brethren ‘preseut, . and all ‘whe
mught join 1n the movement towands union, should
compromise none of their peculiar aud distinctive
principles,—should comprowmise none of their liber
ty to maintain and coutend for their peculiar opin.
lons, ia-whatever manncr God
upon them to do so0.” This was felt, 1 believe, by
all the brethren present to bea great relief Tiiose
of us wlho weat trom Scotland did not feel so much
relieved by this, as from the very fiest, we under-
stood that this must form the busia of ‘auy frank
and cordial union that mitght be come to, ~ Many
of our brethren wlio.united with us in England,
however, felt that this would be'a great relic! and
a great forwardind of the movement. There way
undoubledly a very solemn inpression at thismeet-
g, and on which a tesolution was formully based,
with- reference to the spitit in which theological
and ecclesinstical discusvions had beea previousl
conducted. Some of the most touchia and af-

inay scem to call | -

on this particular sulject, and which was deeply‘!
honourable to the partics engaged i it,  The re-
solution to whicli- the Conference cama was a
solema resolution, not as to futhearance from the
u lvocacy of poiats on which wo ditlered, but us to

the apirit in which this advocacy should be carried | tan,
“Lhe remunmyg particular winel mght have | Baehn,

on.

thrown diilizulty 1 the way was, agrecment on :\i

doctrinal basis of union.  We tud a long confer-
cice on this sulyect, both in the Commnttee ape
‘puinted for the purpose,. and 1 the boly itselt, —
We hud lung eonversations on the aubject,

from the Established Cliurch of ‘Fngland, and a!
denotminatious, frankly stated theie views. Watlie
‘ont gowng into detul, which would be improper at
this stage, I may sunply sa
saw our way toa clear an |
tion of what was expected to be the basis of doce
trine on which any subsequent -attenpt at-union
should !
mouely and cordilly to ndopt the bass of union
suggested, —~the feeling was such, -that my excel-
lent friend Dr, Raflles, in tie vehemence of his
emotion, gave utterance to the words, ¢ ‘F'he Lord
be praised ;** and, just as il'wxgh one consenty the
whole meeting rose and united in singing the dox-
olozy, [ mention this, just to show, on the'one
hand, how fully each of us stated our views on the
subjects which camg before us s and, oa the other
hand, a3 & specimznof what we were privileged to
wituess of the presence which was manifested of
the Spiret of grace aad love.  We hatl among us,
Udare say, nen of =xtreme views on ull pointa,
yety there was hut one fecling in the Conference
on the plan proposed. . Many of you are probably
aware that the Conference wltimately resolved on
issuing three sucées-ive publications. The first
to be a simple abstract of the mumates of the Con.’
fercice, without note or comment, preface orcone
clusion. -We thought that -this would be the sun-
plest and the must emphatic way of introducing
the subject to the notice of _the. Christian public,
‘The second publication may he expected to cone
tuin a tull narrative of the proceedings of the Con-
ference s -and the third publicatios will take the
forn of a solemn practical address on the great ab.
Ject wluch the Conlerence had in view, and espe-
cually with reference to the ulterior meeting,—to
which the Liverpool one was_tnerely pl’!‘lllllill,l’)‘
and preparatory,—1to be held in London, and which
will embrace not only Briush, hut Continental and
Amecncan Chnstiane,  We folt deeply that- the
mzeting at Liverpool was evidently - experiencin

the presence of God in noswerto prayer.  Weha

assurance, at the tune of the mecting, that we had
with u3 the Pmyers of ntany congregations in Rri-
tamn, and of some of  the bLast of our friends in
Switzerland and elsewhere § and it was remarked
by all present, that it was manifest that we were
leaning on something higher, and far more able to
‘support us, than the wisdom, or even the Christian
temper, of any of aurbreiliren present.. Dr. Cand-
lish conelisded by stating that probably Me. Begy
would aleo state lusimpressions of the Conference,
and that he had adverted to these points merely to
satisfy the members of Yresbytery as to the nature
of the Coulerence, and to whet their appetite for
farther informaton, snggasting, -at the same tite,
that a mecting should be held for the purpose of
cutering fully into the subject, some time about
the dispensation of the commenion, and. before
their cauntry friende who would be assisting them
1 the celebration of that ordinance had left town,
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THE RELIGIOUS MOVEMENT
IN GERMANY. .
This movement was occasinned by the revival
of- the supersitious pilgtimage to the haly coat of
Treves, by which John Ronge wasmoved to ad-
dress a letter to the Bishop of T'reves, followed up
by three addresses trom the same man, .a-ldressed
10 the inferior Romish clergy and teachers, and to
his fellow-belicvers and fellow-citizens—all breath
ing a’spirit of resistance to the- usurped anthority
of the Hierarchy and the Church of Rome, and
exhorting the prople to ‘throw off at once the
power of the Pope, or, as Ronge calls him, the
ttalinn Bishop. Ronge's letter was dated 18t Oct,,
{, and it was not published in Leipsic till the
16th of that' month, In three days it could not.
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fccting 2cenes i the Conference, indecd, turned

mote fioaticrs of Posen, in the midst of a purely

fullest posaible discussion, in which the brethren , preachers, - lately privsts of the Church'of |
U several ntolessors in the umversitics, particuatlly

that, when at last we | Kesbler, &c., make ‘ -
waequivocal declara« | ferent patta of' the country, estublishing new cous

resty—iwhen - the Conference came unani. |

Ro . un Catholic district ; yet on the 19th of the
eame month; Sclumdemuh! with her priest Cretaki
raised the banner of Independence, aud armed hepe
self for spintunl wattate, © Qua the 13th Feb, lust,
Ronge oraanized hus lirst congregation, at- Brogs

—and in the course of & tew days Dresden,
Elvesfuld, .and Leipare,. followeq the ex«
ample,  The progress of the movenient since that .
period has been rapd, and the names of 162 towns
are given where congregauons ure formed, consistin

of, probably, not fewer than 100,000 nembers an

and the , adlierents.” The leaders consist of sbove twenty

of Ruine’;

Dr. "Theiner, emincut as an author as well as o
teacher.  ‘The leading preachers, Ronge, Crerski,
nissionary tours through dif-
gregutions and dispensing “the Lord’s Supper
wherever they go.  They are geaerally attended
by Inrge, often nmense, audiences. - I'wo thou-
sand to three thousaud 18 by no means wn uncom-
moi attendance-—soms tunes the numbess are rated
as high.as eight: thousaud. (¢ is stated, thas
their progress is more hke a -trinmphal  pro<
cession.” than & . preaching. excursion.  One
cutious evidence of jts populurity is, that
whete thicre are mailroads, the proprietors give
them fice tickets, . In the absence of buildings
avatlable or sutliciently large, they are often ciun-
pelled to betake themselves to the open wir. Thig
13 unew thing in Gorany, aud slways adds to
the solemuity and impulse,  1n some cases, where
the town councils posscss the command of large
churches, they huve placed thein at the disposal of
the new body, thongh thercby incurring the dis.
pleasure of hostile parties,” 1u other cases, where:
tie populace have had an opportunity of showin,
sympathy, they have not beea slow in & loud
caruest manuer of testilying their gencral approba-
tivn, though remaining thewselves the subjecte of
Rome.  Most of the towns of Gertuany have sent
adidressses of zongrutulation ; . and the great mase
of Protestants, with an exception to be afterwards
noticed, _have indicuted the warmest iaterest—
sometinies almost to excess.” ltis understood that
the declared adherents’ cousist of_the middle and
humbler classes in the citics and towne, who are
aut directly dependent upon- government, civil or
ccclesiastical; in short, the more intelligent,
whose outwand condition in life allows them to
follow out their religious convict:ons without fear.-
In'regurd to the Smpression produced o the hear-
ers, it is stated, that the addresses are characte;-
ized by simplicity, and azction, and adapration to
the German mind ; that’ they are listened to with
deep and generalinterest ; and thateven spectators
as well as adliereats are not unfrequently affected
to tears by the hearty singing, and the scriptural
simplicity of the dispensation of the supper—so
unlike what the yoor Roman Catholics have been
accustomed to. And with regard to the moans
of perpetuating what las been begun, it is satis.
factory to tind that money is in the course of being.
collected, . by voluntary liberality, for the support
of the German chiurch—a new and trying thing in
Germany ; that already respectable subiseriptions -
have been- contributed by individuals, mercantile
cowpanics, and eves town councils ; that in one
case, ut least, females have been assoc ated for col.
lecting money—an eatire novelty ia the land; and
that churches iave beea built, aad other means of
pertuanent useluluess provided.- One remarkable
proof of the depth and universality ol the move.
mznt, ad of .ts seizing upon the mind of the coaa.
try, remains to be meationed ; and that is the iact,
that in the course of u few months it has given_
birth 1o three hundred pamphletsand publications,
Meaawhile, the writings of Rationalism and Infi.
delity have been arrested.  The new ia its ab.orb-

have travelled (0 Schmidemuhl situated on the re- |

ing utercat, has well-nigh suppressed all other
teligious discussion. “To such an extent has it
filled the literaty markes, that at the receat book-
fair of Leipsic, one entire_division of works was
et by themselves, bearing the name of the Ronge.
uian Literature,” That such a state of thiugs as
this thould have appeared anywhere in tho course
of a few months, wud especally amoag a peo,le of
such phleginatic sp.rit and stud habits as the Ger.
mace, 1s wonderful indeed.  We may be sure it is
no every-day occurrence. Whatever may be the
resalt, it warrants serious thoughts for the futare,
In the Nov. No, of tlie Missinnary Record of the

Free Church, thereis published an address from



