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fitst of all, Providence has east nsana most interesting era in the history
of ‘Ihaology.  The Divine of the emuingz age has no mere beaten track
before liim, but a new and fresh carcer. The state of publie opininn is
cverywhere, in the worldand in the Chureli, demanding special appliances

Germany, by the footing it i2 so generally sscuring for it2 own pecaliar
phitosaphy—a philos phy so instinet with the principle of subjectivity, is
fast revolutiomsing men's mosdea nf thought, and rendering ahsoalugely
necessary new and hitherto uaheant of evidences and defeness of Chris.
tianity—the attacks coming in shapee and from quarters alingathes new
Germany, ton—the religiona portion of it—let ug bless God, is awaking
to correcter views, and displaving a better spirit.  Long have we been

Largely imbebtedd to that natinn of pre-eminently learnad and thinking

men, for invaluahle aid in the way of Biblical criticiem and illnstration ;

but it is a melancholy yot undeniable truth, that the greater pant of their
distingnished professional ‘Theologiane, notwithetanding all their zeal,

and all their success in the department referred to, were lending the

wholo of their talents, their learning and their influence, for the destruc-

tion of every thing that is vital and distinctivo in the gospel. Gladly

and gratefully do we acknowlalge the change that is taking pluce.

German Theology, we are persuaded, still retaing a large, though a di-

minighing mtermixtaro of error 3 but even now, 1118 offermig ug many im-

portant sagitestions as to the best modes, both of exhibiting some of the

doctrines of Chnstianity, and also of vindicaung as trmth. "The Chureh,
howover, has arrived at a period serionsly entieal. Happy wall 1t be of
her rising mnistry b found equal to the emergency—fitted by their ta-

lents, their learning, and their pradence, and guided by the word and

Spirit of Gud, to repel every assanlt, un the atadel of our futh—to re-
jeet from the spiritual provizion of the Chnreh, all dangerous and delete-

rious admistures, and bringing forth ont of their treasury things new and

old, to feed the Hock, of God with knowledsze and understandine.  How

worthy of adoption, at such a time as this, isthe sentiment of Lord Ra-
con—"T do desire, a3 much as lieth in my pen, to grovud a sociablo inter-

course between antiguity and proficicnce.”

Again, what man of moral dizeernment and aspiration, can think of
onr country at present, without havineg his spirit stirred within him!  Ca-
nada is, by vniversal consent, destined to beeome a great nation, and
that at a period by no means remote.  In vast regions, where at present
are only the primeval foreat and tho wild beasts that roam in the desert,
thero will, in the days of our children's children, be myriads of immortal
men, made originally after the image of Gad, and eapable of being re-
stored to his favour and likeness At present, too, how much dues the
scanty population of wur eoutry resemble one of its own saplings, easily
bent, but, according as it is turned, certain to fix the direction of the
mighty tree it is soon to become.  What nobler objeet of ambition could
any really great and good man propnze to himself, than to settle in some
of our incipicat villages or hamlete, and there break up the fresh and
virgin soil, and sow the sceds of evangelieal truth, which, under God's
blessing, he might confidently anticipate would take root, and continue
to flourish, and extend, and multiply, and fructify abundantly, after that
hamlet has become the great metropolis of a densely populated district 2

Further, nnless gencral report be false, our denoumination has much
that is peculiarly acceptable to the serivus and reflecting portion of the
people of this land.  Besides the hold wo have of the strong hereditary
affections and associations of nut a few, wo believe it is on all hands ad-
mitted, that vur ductrinal vicws are as thoreughly evangelieal, as are
anywhere to ho found.  Our form of polity, both as Preshyterian, and as
repudiating alliance with the State, we are persuaded, may be shewn to bo
based on Seripture; and if the people love freedom, sure we are that
mote of that is nut te be cnyused in any Church where Christian order
and discipline are maintaned.  God speed our humble endeavours, for
supplying them with an educated, pions, and efficient native nunisiry !
Nor let us despond on account of the smallness of our numbers.  Many
cheering and encouraging analogies and parallels mght bo pointed out.
Think of our ovwwn Missivn to Canada, Little wuore than twenty years
ago, two self-denying, pions, energetic men—{fur I need not includo ano-
tlior, a friend of my vouth, fied with holy ardour and zeal, who accom-
panicd them, but reached onr shores only to reccive his Master's invita-

tion to a better country)—two such men, with the Scriptures in their
hands, and the grace of God in their hearts, went back into the wilder-
ness, and unostentatiously and noisclessly commenced and prosccuted

their evanaclieal labours 3 and now, what hath God wrought!  The in-
crease of our churelies has beentwenty-fold.  Little more than a handrod
years ago, four ministers in Seotland, who, hithful to God, to their vows,
and ta their consciences, could not endure the defections and cormptions
now universally admitted 10 have heen at that time prevailing and in-
ereasing in the National Chureh, forsaok its communion, and amidst op-
position, mackery, and insult, and branded moreover with ecclesiastical
deposition, did what was then deemed the bold, hazardons, and sudacions
thing of deelaring a Secestion, and setting upa new Prosbyterian organi-
zition.  And a litde Euter, onc meck and holy man, Gillespie, also sub-
jveted to offieial degradation, was seen single-handed upholding the ban-
ner of the Relief. Yet, it iz not now denied that these Churches,so feeblo
ar their origin, have, under God, been one chief means of preserving and
restoring ovangelieal religion in the land of our fathers, and have, now
happily united, beeome one of the most numerousand intluential denom-
inations in the kingdom. I we may refer to something awfully moro
sublime, cighteen hundred years ago the Kingdom of God came not with
ohzervation. It was a little stone that beerae a great mountain, and
filled the whole earth.  “I'hat glorious King, amony whose humblest sub-
jeets we are anxious to be reckoned, who hasnow on his head many
crowng, who has a name which is above every name, and shall have the
heathen given him for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
carth for his possession,—Ife wig horn of a mean woman, in a stable,
and laub i a manger.  Wherefore, let us not repme that our cause has
had, and has, us Bethlehem.  Let us not despige the day of amall things:
In humble dependance on God, and honestly and carnestly devoting our-
sclves to the advancement of s glory, and the best mterests of s peo-
ple, let us neqmt ourselves with wisdoum, energy and perseverance. Let
us ho strong in the Lord and in the power of hismight, Tt us be strong,
yea, let us be strong.  And God grant the little one may become a thou-
sand, and the small one 4 strong nation.  May the feeble Le as David,
and the house of David as God, as the angel of the Lord !
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UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCII HISTORY.

BY THT RLV. DR. FERRIER, CALEDONIA.

We found in our lagt communication that the views of tho Associate
Presbytery, on the power of the magistrate, as limited to secular mattors
and un the sole Headship of Christ in his Church, and its absolute inde-
pendence of all civil interference and control, were substantially thoso
which are still maintained by their snceessors in the United Presbyterian
Church; and thus that the slander of some officions, opponents in repre-
senting us as having descrted the sound principles of our fathers, is with-
ont foundation. We do not deny that with the progress of Jight and
knowledge, clearer views have been attained in onr own day; but wo
hold that these, with only a more full and scriptaral development, aro
substantially the sentiments which have been always held among us.—
As this is a subjeet of great importance, being closely connected with
some remarkable events in the history of our Church, we are anxious,
thongh our narrative be somewhat interrupted, to dwell on it a little, for
the purpose of vindicating our ccelesiastieal character and operations,

T'he principles referred to on the Headship of Christ, and the inde-
pendence of his Church, have been maintained by the more faithiel rem-
nant of christians in all ages. They are tho principles of the Apostolic
Church  They were sustained amidst reproach and perseeution, during
the first three centuries. It was at the commencement of the fourth
c ntury, that a part of the nominal Christian Church was incorporated
with the state, and in this originated those views of legal provision for
the ministers of religion, and, of course, of civil authority and control
over sacred things, and thus of union between Church and State, which
corrupted and degraded so much of what was called the Christian Church,
tilt it exhibited the hideous features of the Man of Sin.  In the mean-
time, however, God had always a faithful remnant, often hidden from
tho world, which on these points, and others of vast importance, main-
tained the truth as in Jesus.

At the Reformation some light was thrown on this subject, and al-
though much prejudice and error remained, yet the great aim in that
work was to restore the Church to the model of Scripture. This at-



