
tHE WESTÈERN CHiUk RCHMÂ?.

'jlie two questions seenli allnîost ta run the ane juita the
other, but yet therc is a dibtinction betwcvcn tlium. 'l'li
one points ta the iîterior sprnngs of the lifie of hloiîess,, the
other tu thec externiat botiy and minafestation of thiat life as
lived aînlong Inuit.

Andi so titis question goes b>' and the formner, wvhicIî de-
inlancs a1 praiîîîýe tlîat you w~ili dîligcîîtly labhor to inlailîtaiu
the communion ai'yotir uwn soui %vitli God, while tîmis de-
iliands a Vow that yau wili lut yotur liit siline before ii,
as an exampke andl pattcril ; an example and p)attern
wvrotighit a(tur ihie iina-tchlelss IineaienIs and perféct bratity
oftihe Gîicai Exeniplar, Jestis Christ, so tîcat those amiongst
wlîoin yoîîi* lot is ( ast ina>' sec rel(tdiii >*nî i :tarac-
tive bealies or tic hiolines.s :îî'dl love of Christ.

Thbis quîestion, theil, brings tilost important matters to
our consideration. It reminds uis thiat the <'onduet wliih
wc and tîmose closest to uis 5et before mnen becoînes iîat
oui1>' ail exampie for thlim ta f lloî%', but an example whîichi
is of greater force wc influence their lives by iaoiof the
very position whli i hc>old.

This wc find to he inevitable, as servants of God aud
as stccvard, of i lis mnysîcries our li'es arc inixed ini meus
esteni witb oui- doLti hue, lifting up1 uinta heiglîts of hiolilucss
111p011 % IèiLil MeuiiLic lo% c ta wei or drawing tiiemui
dotwi.i(làd ta thl~ lat stad> of the wurld an~d the is
w'hicli we hia" vo.sru tu avoid.

1El'cr>' truc, carnest devanit, humble, sfdnigmuan
is daily pcrieaî ing others wi'th the brighî ncss of luîs ()%Vi
la fe. iy ]lis examle lie is doing perlips far more thain 1»,
lus murie dii cet atteinlts to beiiefit mn. For tlîis iniflu-
ence is cvur uîîercasing, whercas ]lus dîmeci consciotis Cffolis
are nu nîbered an d lii iiited.

Suci a iiaiinioves .111101g lus feilows %witil aul uncoil
sciotîs iîîfluictce for good, whichlî ikc Il the ver>' shiadow of
St. Pee,'lit-ai sotte of ihemul --s lie passes b>'. Anid as
it us will goadi so it is %wiil evii. ''ie mail who Iiv'es at a
iaw lcvel, wluo is caiclcss, inidevout, sclfishi or opeîuly un1-
god(ly,is ever p)oikaîuîîîg the mioral atînaosphiere arouind hîini,
and mnen who c'oiul(l i esist bis slîghîcest whîsper arc ineouî-
se i ouîsi' i nii i li g thle ta ilit o f bis exaînpie.

Our uîany dleeds, thte tlioug,1ls iluat we have thouight
'rhcy go ouît trvni uis ihrongiing evcry houir,

?And in theiu ail is foldcd up a power
'lhat inith icearth lut ti nove thein ta auid fro

Anîd inigluty are the ma:rv'els thcy hiave %vroighit
Ilu licai is me know nlt and ina iîevcr kiîoc.''
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Thlever>' air about uis is vital and carrnes the secret puîl.
sations, .111d the iluost uncl(ouscioi.s influences of auir 1 il es
far albroad ; and îlot only so, huit thecse iiiflituiic.es swcel
awvay juta cternity.

Tlhis is tnuicrof ail ien, but the nIost truc of lis wlia are
ealled iuta the ofliciaI iinistiy of Clirist's Hol>' Cliîrchi,
otîr lives have nio privacy. Ouîr lit'e iýs ever tcaciig one
way or the <ther, far mare eioqueîiîiy tli our direct words
or miost (ervetît exhor(atioiis.

Evert a licathen philosopher couc! ecl.aiîn: Il Loniguiî
iter lier praecepta, brcve et efileax lie exeînpla.'' If wc
wouild suicceed in our iinîistry we must enter tipon it as
George Herbert clid ou lus, deteriinig above ail, to bc
"Sure 10 live wcil, hecauise the s'irtîîoîs life of a clergynian

is the illast l)oivrfuil claqîîe:ce ta persuade ail that sce it to
reverence and love, and at least ta desire ta live like liîîî
and this '' lie resolves "*1 will do hecatîse 1 kilo%%> tiat %ve
live in aul age tLhit liath more need of good exaînples tlîan
prccel)ts.',

Lct uis, then, briefi>' auî1lne wlîat înlust lie the effect uîpon
oîîr people of a lire whiehi fails, iu any respect, below ouîr
iiisterial teaching.
Fi, st, thii, liow wiIl it affect the un-godly ln our par-

isiies ? It is the iiuterest of every muan svho is living ini sinu,
ta prove thc f.mitl of Christ tu l'e a euiiningly devîscd faille;
for that failli cosudeinus and tlîrcatcns imii. Now, wliat
argument against Chi istianit>' c-ant at ail be equal in prîce
ta this, thiat thcey %Vhio tcaeh it iînauifestly clis-helieve thleir
oivi doctrinec? Whiat, therefore, cati more lielp the unt-
godiy iii thecir iniserable work of self-destruction than aur
i uconsistenelies? For %vhiatuecr ve Ina>' thiink, suehili anie
is sîmarp sighîced ta 'leteet Ihlim, and front tîmeni lie gathers
rca(iily ilhat aur serions andl ouîr teachiing are nothing
heu ter tn prafessional deciarations, thic bol lowness of
wliieh we fled secreil>', and therefare exluibit ln our lives.

'l'lie saine cfl'ect, tao, in its degree, is produccd in others
by a careless iiuiiiisterial life. I. iust certainly luarden inl
sin tuit large iiiiinheu lu ever>' parisli, wcho entertain noa
doUihîs about tlhc truidis of Chnistianity, but arc ever trying
ta cominîe euionih of it ta quiet tieir consciences witb ant
earihly, ir-religious lîfe. Tht>' always expeet rather more
of lis thtan they thiuk theînsels'es botîud ta render, and if
the spot (if w'arliuess or ir-religioîi appears ini aur life,
the)' cati easily excuse its stain il thîeirs. This danger is,
inorever, inercased botb for ourselves and for aur flock b>'
the faut tuai, sa far froin suicb a life alarmning our people or
recellikit thli fran i ts, it. will. frequcntly iinister rather
ta aur iiiimiediate liolularity. Open inaquity inu is %vould
indecd shock and disgust tluei. If we >'ieided ta grass
sis wc shiotld lose the eharacter of spiritual guides ; we
slhouild he no l)atteuu at ail. But if we arc: respectable
cnoîîgh ta serve as ant casy pattern wc unay aliinost certaiîily
secuire a grent ainaunt of gencral favor. For tie world
loves that cas>' andc tesp)ctablle woidliies i lis, wiiici so
far Imoîn stirriug consciences and mwaking sauls, niakes it
muire cas>' for lus votaries tu v'eil aver tie slirpei- aîd stv-
crer truthi of Christianit>', ta combine a decently religiotis
aI)learaiicc wiulî aut absorbing love of thie tliîgs of the
world.


