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died in 628, as a heretic—a con-
demnation renewed by every pope
for 1,000 years afterwards. The
seventh—so-called—compelled the
pope to retract a former assent of
his, and to pronounce what he had
assented to heterodox. The re-
maining conncils were not cecu-

menical at all, not being received
in the East.

P~

The Origin of the Christian Religion.

THERE is a very well known oiser-
vation of Archbishop Whately on
the difficulty that there is found
in assigning any other reasonalle
origin to the Christian religion
than that which Christians had al-
ways maintained that it is Divine.
He says “ No complete or consistent
account has ever been given of the
manner in which the Christian re-
ligion, supposing it to be a human

- - i
contrivance, could have arisen and

prevailed as it did. The religion
exists; that is the phenomenon ;
those who will not allow it to have
come from God are bound to solve
the phenomenon on some other hy-
pothesis less open to objection; they
are not, indeed, called upon to prove
that it actually did arise in this or

that way, but to su§gest (consis- '

tently with acknowledged facts)
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argument of Archbishop Whateley

has received & wonderful confirma-
. tion during the last fifty years.
. The Reviewer says, “ He (the Arch-

bishop) was only able to say that

infidels had never given any satis-

factory explanation of the origin
- of Christianity on purely human
i grounds. Since his time, the vast
. ingenuity and industry of German
- scholars have attacked the problem
. with concentrated energy, and each
. new writer does but bear testimony
. that the others have failed. Con-
! sidering the resources of ability
- and learning which have thus been
" directed to this object without aec-
i complishing it, even to the satisfac-
‘tion of a favorable audience, we
. may feel almost justified in saying
'not only that the attempt has not
" been successful, but that its impos-
- sibility has been practically prov-
ted.” The way in which one sceptic
after another has absolutely demol-
“ished the theory set up by his pre-
| decessor in order to establish his
own theory, though having the
' same object in view, reminds one
- of what is said of the false witness-
' es at our Lord’s trial, “ Many bear
false witness against Him, but their
- witness agreed not together.”

-y

! Short Sketches of Distriets,

some probable way in which it may !
have arisen, reconcilable with all| No. 2 of Short Sketches of Dis-
the facts of the case. That infidels: tricts in Diocese—Sumner, with
have never done this, though they | German and Hungarian Settle-
have had nearly two thousand years| ments—will appear in our next

to try, amounts to a confession that
no such hypothesis can be devised
which will not be open to greater
objections than lie against Chris-
tianity.”

A learned writer in the “ Quar-
terly .Review,” of July, 1887, has
very well pointed out that this

issue.
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The Synods of the various dio-
ceses of the Church in Canada

were held generally about the mid-

" dle of June, but they seem to have



