. t

“for buffer ' e Qeannaed 0 F
g very prieved to war oty and Tt
it may not be so bad as you pamnt i, of
conr o vou will let e see han ? By gad * ot
1o heride to think vt 1 sancerely lmr(-. ny
poer il ven will net beon witow  directly
yoott nreanurned .
T What do you think of haeny Magor * 7 she
aukel, ar they left the room,
" H. n-hur);. very budly hurt, Mrs. Duffer,
bLut |H{uney ho will roeuver, have ~oen
2nob s o tunch worse state than Le s, pull
Whreugss, sld quichly toe 1 hope you will
oth b bonge, sued wall b happy and comn
1 an sure he mauy bean this pluee

fortwrae.
I shadl often come  and gn-

nnd waitis you.
quarre after him.” .

Ak roun 15 s place ot any  time
but tus win qn especinlly bnd one, A youug
tunu. without any friend on carth save one,
Uit one hio had made hiswite swhen st deuth's
duor

Fricnds e bad castfrom him with 2 wasto.
ful hund , nnd 88 b lny there, helpless and
ertishinl, hie thought of what he naghbt have
e oty nnil what e war .

Al was o gentlo and untiring nurse, and
raroly hid shie leave s sde ; Ins wants wero
attended to, and hix very  thoughts untici-
pated e What

The days passed wearily.  What i3 there
o trymg to tho sutferer, or those who attend
on I, 0s o sick chamber. At the end of
L1t days ho was pronounced out of danger,
and o water-bed procured for him, fur they
were nfrad from the tine he would have to
lies there, that he wonld get sores on him.

Aliee hiad Jror prano brought up in his room
and when he was 1 the bumor, plaved and
sang to bun.  Bluster and the Mayor would
«drve over and pass an hour with i, He
would read and look through the papers, and |
10 that way got through the day. l

Weoks passed beforo ho could be moved ;
Dutwhenhe was, herapdly reghmed strength, l
antd m n short time hie wus able to be driven
about 1 Alice’s pony -chaise. o

She was go plensed and proud to take him
«hont, as he got stronger. Sho one day
drove lnm to Brnghton, and the first person
they came neross was Colonel Downey.

“.By gad, Duffer | I'm glad to seo you out
xgam.” 1 have heard all about you ; dooced
sorry I eantell you I was. We aro dow
Tiere fur a few days; Cheltenhain season
over, and nothg to bo done there ; 1t1s the
very stupudest place I was ever at. Al Mra.
Prownev s dammgs.  Dut, Alice, you must go
~n aud sea her. Here we are at my door. l
1 will tako Duffer & little drive, whde you go
215 and have a talk.

"Alico went in, but unwilhngly ; she dis-
liked leawing her husband evenfor a moment.
But there was no help for at, the Colunel was
n her seat, and dnving slowly away.

* Well, Colunel, smd diurkington, * how
<10 vau hko marned bfe 2

3y gad, my dear boy ! dou t say a word
stbout 1t 5 you have no awdea the lfe Mrs,

Nowuey loads me ; constant attendanco sho
yutst have.  Notlung half so jolly as ;. by-
gone duys, when Spavin and 1 usud to have
our port and nuts together. 3Mrs. D
wvauts walking out, dnving out, dinnng out,
and no amoking or grog of an ovening. That
128t order, however, settled the matter : X
Jacked over the truces, set up a suvking-
room, whero I read my papers, aud do just
as Ihke. T boreiwtaslong as I could, tll
htan nature could stavd it uo lenger, and
revolted. But you don t know what a devil

It was boatifud to -o Jaek of u Sundoy
conung home from diurels wothe the widow,
curryg an ariful of books , they lind to
puss tho burrack windows, snd we were gen-
erally there on the look-out for them.

1ty tho devil,” wmd  poor Jack, * this
church buminess, [ huve to find all tho places
for hor, and I don't know how to dost. I'm
obliged to have thon ol nrked for me by
our chaplain beforchaud ; and then when
wo got }mmu, sho will inxist on my drinking
three or four glusses of cight en shilling
slierry. T have told her a scoro of times 1
like Marsula better than anything; one
would get that deeent. I ean't go on like
this lneg ; 1ita kilhng me ; the stomach of an
ostrich could not stand that mferunl sherry.

But there was no help for it ; something
taust be done for the honour of the corps.

* Don't you think you could gon for the
(vividow yoursclf, Major 2" asked Jnck one

ay.

** My dear fellow,” roplied the cunning old
fox, ** do you unagine I would deprive you
of u fortune? I'm a field ofticer, and havo
enough to hve on.  But you nre n young fol-
fow just entering on life, with fifty yeans be.
foro you. Gomand wimn, my boy. Have
you not proposed yet ?°

** No, not yet, Major,” answered poor
Sampson.  ** Upon my life, I have not
courage to do 80."

** One day the duns camo so thick on Jack
thut he went boldly to work, and asked the
widow to lend hun two hundred.

** Upon oy hfe, iny doar ludy,” he said,
*1f you don't grant my request, I shall he
obliged to sell out, winich will bo a great
blow to me, as I ike the service.”

** Now I tell you what, Mr. Sampson, I'll
do,” roturned the widow, * you are head
ov.rears in debt, I know; and that old
Major of yours 1s worse thun all the rest. I'm
owed over five bundred for corn. I tell you
what I'll do, I'll buy you."

** Buy we, my doar lady ¢ Idon't kuow
what you mean.”

** Ah, Mr. Sampson!" exclaimed the
widow, throwing hersolf into Jacks arms
with a force that nearly knocked bim off his
legs. * Youdo know what I mean—you
have compromsed me, " here she began to
sigh and sob; “ you havo been seen about
walking with me, and paying me unmis-
takable attegtions ; I can never show my
face agnm. Marry me, and I will forgive
the th all they owe me. I havo fifteen
Liundred a year of my own, aud my property
here will sell for ten thonsand ; I want to see
Iife ; I want to be a soldier's wife.”

** Poor Jack was m the devil's own way,
as you may supposo ; although he did not
owo above four hundred in the world, the
offer was a good one, and not to be refused,
su he closed with thie bargan at onca.

Jack put the matter into the hands of the
Major, who was very midoawake. The lady
had tho incomo she mentioned, and herplace
was worth what she said, but o could not
get her 1o settle a single fartlung on Jack.

** Ho has Ius pay,” she smd. ** I will give
him what he wants in moderation, and pur-
chase all lus steps for im, but more I will
not do.™

* So ke was obliged to be contented with
that ; and sho mnmsted on a grand wedding
with a swell breakfust.

* I shall nover forgot poor Jack, the day
ho was married. Tho whole of ¢ ours * were
there. * God bless you, old fellow!' exclaim-
ed the Major, as Jach was jumpng into ths
camago which was tobear them away. *I'll

of a hfe 1 1eadn consequence.

1 was much l

give you & week, that wildo for you, he

better us 1 was. 1 am sometlung Lke 1y | smd, with a wink, ¢ then I will recall you.’

old chun, Jack Sampson ; 11l tell you as
wo go nlong. Jack was a deuced tine fellow,
by pad ! one of * ours ; we were subs to-I
gethor.  But Jack was hke many of us, and
could not make both ends oot ; 1n fact, wo
wure dooced bard up, that wo were obhged
to flv Kites and back each others balls.
W ell, we werosent wtodull country quarters,
and umongst other people gob wtroduced to
n corn merchants widow ; very Wwealthy,
aud with no cluldren.  dShe was abuut five
and-forty, not very guwd-louhag, aud sulue
+whiat of tho Duteh buld.

** But beforo the week passed, the regiment
was ordered to Inda.

** What o hfe that worwan led poor damp-
son to bo sure. Sho was as jealous as Juno,
and gavo lum no peace , but she kopt her
word and buught hun all s stops. He got
constant leavo to ?0 up to the lulls, for the
Cajuncl was afraid hie d cut dus throat somo
day 1o sheer desperation.  However, at the
end of two years she popped off, leaving Jack
about two tuousand a jeur, besides Ins pay.
Hu 18 2 general now, and out of the service ;

«harp enough for the continent.” "Bo, taking

lum.

¢ 1 cannot tell you how much obliged to
you I am, Sir John,” said the young man.
** I shall follow out your advice to the letter,
and by eloven o'clock to-morrow moring
we shall be on our way to Paris. I must
tako leave of all your party now."”

Mona was more than astonished when she
heard her husband’s sudden determination ;
but, with her husband's quickness, she felt
suro that Sir John had advised her Lusband
to take the step, and she was not sorry for it.
She liked home far better than wandering on
tho continent ; sho was so pleased to fallinto
her husband's ideas, that it nover for an in.
stant ocemrred to her to propose home.

Their arrangements were soon mads, and
carly on the followin% morning they had left
Naples, the old Iady being just as delighted
us the yong one to be gone.

The ** Firefly ', lIay at ber anchorago fora
day or two noro; but one morning she
spread her white wings, and flitted away no
one knew whither.

Mary came up on deck, which the gentle-
men wero already pacing, cigar in mouth.

* Why, we are sailing away 1" she ux-
claimed. ** Where are you going, Lord
Verriefast 2"

* Oh, we had enough of Napley, and are
off alittle farther afield. We are bound for
Groeco, 50 you will soon have a chance of
seeing the * Maud of Athens.”

Swiftly did the beautiful vessel glide
throwgh tho water, which had hardly aripple
on it.

The days passed pleasantly enough. They
stopped here end there, never sailing by
might ; but always brought upand at anchor.

At last they reached their destination.

« Now for fresh frut, melons, and Greek
wine,” exclaumed Charhe. He had picked
up wonderfully during bis tnp, and was in
unusual spints. His uncle, too, had enjoyed
his trnip amazingly.

Thoy waudered about all day, saw what
was to be seen, and did what was to be
done.

** Let us get a good conveyance, and go
up the country,” said Charhe ono more-
ing.

The only one who did not seem to approve
of 1t altogether, was his uncle.

** You kuow, my boy,’ ho said, * the coun-
try 18 in a very wud, unscttled state ; but I
suppose such a large party as ours would be
pretty safe. There ure four of us men, and
we could take our six-shooters with us.”

Lord Vernefast and Sir John thought
there would not be the shghtest danger ; so
the following day the six set off, taking their
lunch wath them, and each gentleman had
Ius sax-chambered pistol with him, and maoy
rounds of ammunition.

Tho ramshackle carriago jostled over the
rough roads, shaking tkem areadfully; but
they only laughed at it. .

¢ If the old machine will only hold to-
gether till we get home,” remarked his Lord-
slup, ** we shall be Iucky. I cannot say
much erther for horses, carriage, or driver,
who, by the way, secems to be a most taoi-
tarn fellow. Orne cannot get o civil answer
out of lum.

A little farther ou the nobleman had a reg-
ular dispute with tho man, who insisted on
going one road, whilst his Lordship was just
as determined on going another, very much
to the felluw’s disgust, who was in the end
obliged to gavo in.

After a dnve of some twolours, they came
10 a lovely spot, whore they agrced to have
Iuucheon.

* I don t think milords will likothilx:&lace."i
remarked the dnver, in broken English, ¢ no,
trec—uno shade.” .

** Just the very reason, my fine fellow, we,
prefer at,” said bir John. * We have a cap-
ital view here. Haag your trees and -shade,
1 a strauge country, especially one like this.;
Urve.mac a good sight, where I can see all
that 1s guing on.” {

** Messieurs wall do as they please,” replied,
tho wau, ** but it 13 ampossible for me to ro-;

o wan gives better dinmers, or 1s better

**\\ ¢ 3001 stuch up & Lic. Wit her, and
overy 1nap Jack of us that conld wansge (o

maiw biere with the Liorses. No water—no,

muunted , buthe uever vied wamiage again. | nutlung. 1 waii go to a place I know of, not;

“ but we uust tarit back agam. Mind {far from Uus.
got o nag, went m torone 3 atdit wasallow: | you dun @ sny a word abuut what I Lave told ) tho carnage
ad that no sch hotses 8s ours were 1w tue  doi, Jutiat, contimued tho Cotonel, “Muw s |

Wuat ume wall messienrs like;

X O
Un bewg-toid, i three hours, the fellow,

country tor conditivu—sx tevus u day, .;nd‘ e Wordo 1y ney , we sball be tierofor au- pmounted one of s ammals,&nd rode away;
e,
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Joba Turticfat asmde, he had a long talk with |

Lady Verriefast and her companion were
in a state of great trepidation,

* Don't be alarmed, Bessio,” snid hier hvs.

and, ** Perbaps, after all, it is nothing ;
but thero certainly is & lot of the fellows. I
make out nine of them, Charlie. lang it,
wo four can settlo that lot if it comea to ﬁght.
We could keo}) this placo for n weok against
any reasonable number.”

The carriage was drawn well inte thostone
snd the ladies placed in safoty within it.

Lord Verriefust had taken” tho command
of the hittle party.

* 1f it comes to shooting,” he said, * we
shall do protty well, for wo have each nearly
thirty rounds, beside whut we have in our
pistols : but, perhnps, after all, it is nothing.”

* I can’t agroe with you, Vorriofast,” re-
marked Sir Jobn, who had been attentively
studying thewn through Charlie’s field-glasses;
* they aro u rufliunly lot of looking fellows,
and I seo some have guns.”

The men continued to approach, and short-
Iy stop{:cd exactly opposito to them in the
road, about a hundred yards off ; here they
had a consuitation.

Atlength one detached from his comrades,
and appronched, having romething wiito in
his hand.

* No barm will come to milords Inglis, and
the two ladies,” Lo snid in Fronch, ** if they
will come quietly. Al that will be required
will be o moderate ransom, which, no doubt,
milords can casily get.”

‘ Look here my fino fellow,” replied Sir
John, in guod French.  * Just go back and
tell your fellows that we don't intend doing
anything of the sort. We aro all armed,
and woll armed, as you will find if you try it
on with us, and, morcover, when we left this
morning, it was well known where we wero
going. If wo aro not back by six this even-
ing assistanco will be sent. We will pay no
rausom, and if you or your companionsconte
sny nearer wo will shoot.—It 15 as well,” be
sald, ¢ to show plenty of pluck. They aro a
cowardly lot of scoundrels ; but 1 really did
make such arrangements. Help will come,
and wo must keep it off till it does.”

Tho man returned, and presently the whole
body was moving towards them.

* Now, Charlie.” said Lord Vorriefast,
** you take tho big fellow, he is the leader,
shoot in the tiugh, or dead if you like. IWe
will all of us resorve our shots, to see what
effect yours will have. If they still come on
then you must let them havoit. I wish to
God Bessy and Mary were safe. This 15 the
doing of our rascally driver ; it was lucky we
came this road, or hie would havo let us 1nto
a nico trap. They have only old muzzle-
loading guns.”

The wen continued to spproach. * I'll
cnpple lum,” said Charlie, and as he uttered
the word he fired.

A cry of agony followed the report of the
pistol, and the man fell. He was quickly
ﬁlckcd up by his companions, who rushed

ack into the road.

** There's one less,” said Lord Verriefast.
¢ Well shot, Charlie ; wo can lick all these
fellows oasily. My only fear is that more
may como up, and then it will bo a bad busi-
ness ; we are la an infernal mess as it is.”

There was a grand consultation heldin the
road, and some of them were gesticulating
vehemently ; one of them, after alittle time,
was scen to leave and go mn a contrary direc-
tion to which they bad como by. )

‘* There,” remarked Sir Johu, *is one
gouoe for assistance. * This becomes serivus.
Ifit were not for the Jadies, we could easily
extncate ourselves. What do you think 1s
the best thingto be done under the circum-
stances 2 You see their guns, bad as they
probably are, could reach us where our pistols
could not touch them. No, wo muss:stick
here and face it out.”

Charlie had been looking anxionsly about
all the time.

 You see, Sir John,” he s8aid, one is
hopelessly cnppled, and one is gone ;,s0
there aro only seven men. Yook at this
Tittls hollow behind .us; well, the carma!
conceals it from these fellows. If I conld
creep down there, I should hove at least a
mule and s Lalf start beforo I could be seen,
aod 1t 15 not. .probable they would sce me.
Athons is only.cleven miles distant.f I can
casily do 1t 1 an hoor snd a half, What de
Fou say to 10y tryng , 1t appears ‘to me the

claimed Lord Verriefast.  Giorious fellow,
he is at least two miles away, going away at
a swingiug pace. How tho douce ho
managed to get 0 far wathont us secing him,
I cannot imagine; but he has, doubtless,
taken advantage of tho irregularities of the
ground.”

This was the case. Ou getting out of sight
of Lis friends, Charhe nade play, and pro-.
oceded at a quick pace.  As ho got on lower
ground, and caught sight of the hill on which
Ins friends were, lio proceeded more cau-
ticusly, keeping a good look out behind and
berore  Ho would not take to tho road be-
couso ho knew he would bo instantly dis-
covered; but by management he kept protty
closoe to it, and out of sight.

**Ho is quite safe,” said his Lordslup, hand-
ing the glasses to Sir John, ‘‘he is clean out
of sight to tho naked eye, and it is not likely
theso fellows have nny glasses.”

Day wus now begmniag to ¢lose, and with
that beautiful sky which wo, in our foggy
little island, never see.

**Wo must soon keep ovur weather eye
open,” remarked the baronet; “not much
fear that they will dv anytinng till they got
get Lddp. At the rate Charlio was going, Eixo
will reacli Athens in an hour and a hnlf.”

For an hour or more they sat smoking, and
comforting the two ladies.

*Oh, George,” seid Lady Verriefast, to
her husband, as lie came to the side of the
carriage, **it will soon be dark, and then we
shall all bo murdered.”

¢ It will not be dark to-night, Bessio; itis
now full moon, and it will be even lighter in
half an hour than it is now. Don’t be
afraid ; if there should bo auy firing you are
quite safe, for the carriage is thoroughly pro-
tc&tod. They could not touch it from either
side.”

* But yourself, poor Mr. Thornhill, and
Sir John.”

“Oh, bave no fear about us,” said her
husband laughingly, though he was ill at ease,
plenty of cover for us behind these high
rocks. Forest,” he continued, as he re-
joined his two friends, ** these fellows have
assistanco coming; what is that moving down
the hill to the right.”

““Men,” shortly returned the Baronet;
“ now comes the tug of war. They will be
up in ten minutes; there will be no quarter,
I am alraid. Cherlie, if he had luck arrived
at Athens an hour ago; help for usis on the
road I am certain.  Seven more scoundrels
are coming, I can count them now, thatis
fonrteen in all—fearful odds.”

Thero was o short consultation amongst
the ruffians, as the two bands mot. mx

Iy

did one siugle hiwself out, and app
tho Little band behind the stones.

** No harm will como to you,” said & voice
in toleiable English, **if you will give your-
self up to ransom; if not, wo will shoot you
down like dogs.”

* Fire away, my lads, then,” bawled cut
the nobleman. *Woe will make it hot for
you."

The -2ewer was no sooner given than
balls began to patter against the rocks.

** Keep well under cover,” said Sir John.
*Only one fire at a timo; that will give us
time to re-lead. "What glorious things theso
breech-loaders are to be sure; It is no use
spotting them all at till they are within
forty yards. Theroe is 3 glorious moon now;
look out, they are coming.™

When Charlie put three between bim
and his enemies, he 3 boldly into the
road‘iwent along ikt swinging pace; he re-
membéréd theroadsvell. The poor fellow
was in a state of the wildest oxc tement, for
ho knew that his idolized Mary was almost
io the gresp and gt the merdy of a band of
ruffians. T ,’;;S

He had got some 1. fhiles on his road
and was till pressing on at an updiminished

coming. X
of an instant. [, G

In & fow momentsigoihietwenty mounted
military nppearsd,*¥id’ amongst them -he

theigsdri"er of the morning. R
As-msy bs supposed, Clarlie lost no time
i making hirnselt known fo them.
“ If you will 1ot mo,” hoe said, in answer to
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speed, with tho pers piratiop  pouring out of z
him, when ke hea_rgi:&hg&gmhot of horses B8
To wnceglwh;%gl_f was tho work 38

discovered the steward of the ¢ Firefly,” and §
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