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iip ference to age :so long as botii parent and chihi are iii the fleslî,
mwili thle relative duties of ecdi reîiqai an obligation.

Siuîce tlîis braîîclî of duty is co-existent ivitli the duration of 'ife;
and siîîce tlîat instinct wliir-L binds the young to the parent ceases to
operate forceably wheîî tfie age of imimature 3vcakness is past ; somne
fircs/t motive, îîot; dependiiig où years or %vanits, is requisite to influ-
ence us lastingly iii thîs iiîîaîîner,-After the physical bond is weak-
ene(l, the union nîîîst bc niaintained by a moral bond. And this is
suipplie([ by the scriptures :" Childrin ohey your parents im the
Lord ; honour thy father and moflier, wvhich is thc first coniand-
ment w'ith promise, that it rnay be well witli thece." (Eph. vi. 1-3.)

-Childicu obey your parenîts in ail things, for this is well-pleasing
nuito the Lord." (Col. iii. 20.)

'Tiiere caninot be a donbt, that the mamie)- of shiewing obedience
and hoxîour to parents niust vary %'itlî our years: cominon sense, as
wel as our Saviour's exam pIe, %vîtl regard to his mother, establishies
a difficrence between the iînplicit obedience of a boy, and the cou,-
siderate obedilence of a ian. Restrictions siielias this are generally
implîed in ttic pithy preccpts and mnaxims of the Biblc. But, after
adnuitting sticli a restriction, the above-quoted passages evidently
relate to the whole period during whîchi our parents unay survive; tluey
,establishi that it is the child's dinty to shew themi undîriniislh*ed lionour
and obedienc e to the latest hour of tlucir mnortal existence.

.'l'lic phrase -< in the Lord" expresses the permnent Christiati
motive of filial obedience. 44<Lord,'- in this passag-e, appears to
uican Christ as ouur supremie mnaster, bothi by creation aiid by
irelemiptioii. lis iwill and appointmcuît arc to be so constantly
regarded iii our filial duties, thar, tlucy becoîne acts of direct obedieuîce
'to the Lord .Jcsis.

"l'ha pareir is one wvhoun th «e Creator lias placed in a certain
situation as 1rîs repireseutative, to act in his stead, and to receive a
portion ýf Uic honour ani obedience due to -himnself. At the birth of'
ani infant, -the father does in(lee(1 stand( to the unconscious littie oneC
in tie place of God. -The motiier stands iii tlc -relative situation of
the chiunrch, whicli is the unother of us ail as Christians, ani to wylioni
the rearing- of tlic Lord's children ini rig-hteousneýs and godtincss is
-entrusted. r[ie parent's reli gionls faith becornes alniost iiece.ý;sarily
the faithi 0«f Uic child :in tic Clistiauî faith, therefore, the fiather
andI mother aie eutrusted by tie Lord Christ with the pover and duty
qf bringing til lier ctuiLd iii Uic îîurturc anid admonition of tue Lord.

Tlîolî a family coîîstittiteb -a, reat douuiuOn or sovereitlty of the
snîallest'possible e>.teiit, thec autluority cuniinitted by G od -to its head
is, inii many resp)ects, the miust extensive upou eartlî. Tliere is no
othier pom'er, not, evein the inionarcli of tlue laind, wvlo cithcu does or
citui iîittrfciîc vvit th pi 1 arenîtali naulazeniuit ofcluildren. Pa 2-nts are,
in this îIAter, iiîIcdi.y ixt midcr (;ot ; tluey arcebis rîndoubted
dIuec)ateb: couci1ettiîî I, thle obedieiîce aîîd hioîour Lxîid to tlieîn by
their childreiî arc wiid to G od.
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