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an eastcrn bouse is flat to which there is oftcn
acccss by an otstýide stiair. Hfaving reacbcd
the roof b)y tioîne sueli means, tbey removcd
part of the covering or ilnand through
the opeîingi lowered the sick inan into the
room Wherc Jesus was sitting, likely an
upper roorn.

V. 5. -Sun' their fiîith. The faith hoth
of the siek mani and'his friends, manifested
Iby tlheir works. James ii. 18. This faith
-wau flot, as yet, an intelligent reception of
any certain doctrines, but a deep inNvard
sense of neefi, and of Christ, as the one who
only couldl iieet thst necd. Tl'li strengtlh
andi sineceritv of this feeling, thev evinced hy
the eflbrts they made to, get toy.esns. soni,
thy sins befurqiven ulice. Accoriling to Mat-
thew, the words wer,-Sîn, ls' o(ýqood1c/iter,
th *ysis l'e for qiven thec. A striking example
Illis, of the way in whieh the Lord gîves
lefore men ask, and better than men ask;
for the man nsked notbing; amid ail he or
his frittais expected, probably,w~as healing.
At the saine tinie, the words, be ofqoodelLeer,
stem to indicate that a bicavy* load wns
Pressing on the mani's heart, and that thei
assuralnce of forgiveucss wvas fittcd to remove
thiit load.

Vv. 6, 7.-Scribes-expounders of the
law-sittitig watching cvery word and art
with a jealous cye ;and thiongli they did
flot spc3k, tiierc were dcep, dark reasoni .nqs
in their hearts. BILa.sphepicse. For a ci-ca-
ture to arrogate to hinmself what belongs on-
Ir to God, is to blaspheme. WVho rao for-

p . n rbn -2 he clearly saw the truc nature
of forz viciess, thiat it is a divine prerogative,
tuait lie onlv to wbonî the (lcbt is due can
remit je. 'l'ley erred not regard' _thedoc-
trine of forgiveness, but in refnittiig to ad-
mit the daims of Jesus, to bc rte Son of
God.

V. 9,. Perceî»vcd in isprt.They said
noihing, itut Jesus saw antI knew it aI.-
Tht prophets, for example, percived things
ky tlie.sî,;rit of Christ :lie hy bis own spirit
Sight was imparted to, thern : original ini
hin. Thîis proof of oniscience should have
rouvinreil tîtei.

Vi-. 9, IO.-Wlhether is casier. Mark
lare ihiat Christ docs flot ask, wlîet.her it is
caier to forgive sin or lieut the sick; for to
omnipotence, tlîcy arc cqually easy~, anîd
witbout omnipotence cqually imipossble.-
lie asks, rathier, whcthcr it is casicr to dlaim
the pou-er to forgive sin, or to heal the sickc.
Eridcntly- tie latter is the more diffBeult
daima to put forth, because such aclaim ad-
MIL,;, n, demands visible proof ; while
the formeér is, froni its vcry nature, incapa-
ble ofstich proof. Accordinglv, by'doing
1h51 which is susceptible of visible Procf,
be vindicates his rijht to do that which can'-
not be so proved.

V. 12.-Aattd irnmediatedy he ai-ose. Thtis
is the visible proof ; and so coin pIt is the
vindication of his dlaim, that the nmultitude
were aina4ed, and womîderel, an(l gloriticil
God, amîd said, Ive uîevtr suie' it 011 ttis fu-
shiion. Wc arm not told wliat %va't tue etet
on the scribes and pliarisees. Probalily tiîey
mnuriured. 'flouglb silcnced, t)iev were
flot couvimîced..

LFSSONxs.
1. In this diseasedl man ive have a picture,

of our owvu mîoral anid siritual lielplessmiess,
as simaiers. Sin is a dis.eaise, Isa. i. 5, 6;
moral deatli, I'phî. ii. 1 ; inemîrrable by lin-
mani mratis, Jer. xiii. 123. But as the sick
mani lad kiad frietids, willimig to lîellp lîiin to
jc(,sus, so lias Cod Proviîled l'or us lu/1ps, such
as the Bible-Gospel. orîlinanccs-Sabhîath
schools. Would tîtat we wure as willing
to ho lîelped as 'vas the paralytie!

2. IWe cannot bli iel iilcss wve apply
te JE ;us. Ile says, Come unto me; amid we
muse go or perisli. WVc must -et to Chlrist,
wvlethier thirough the door, or thromigl the
roof. ruc faith ivill force its way through
difficulties.

3. If,%vc have faith in Christ ourselves,
wemust try te help othiers to bis feet. See
John i. 42, 45.; iv. 29. ; Mfark v. 19.

4. In trying to carry siîî-sick souis to Je-
sus, WC îîîay expect to ineet with difficuhies
and obstacles. Thei devilaimd the world an-d
the fiesît hate sucli work. And just as tue
four mou hiere fouuid thîcir Wvay larred hy the
crowd gatliercd around Jesis, seo cold heai-
cd, forial profcsso-s arc ofteu the greatest
hindrance.

Froin the success whirh crowned the ef-
forts of tlîece mcmi, we mxiv ltarn a lesson of
encouragement. Let tliis pasýzagc ho a me-
del to Sahbaîli sehool touchers.

D)OCTRINE TO BiE 'RO VED.
Ghrist is the Physçiciaon of souls. Ex. xv.

26.; Ps. ciii. 'ý. ; Hs. xiv. 4.; Matt. xix.
12. ; Luke iv.1 S.

TIIIRD SABBATI.
iSUvBJECTr: The Rie/i Fool. Lukeo xii. 13

_-31.
The l'arables recorded in the Gospels may

be divided into two gi-est classes ; 1 - Those
drawn fromn the imote-ml world, such as the
l'arable of the Sowcr, of tue Mustard sccd,
&e. 2. Thoso drawxi front the relations of
Man, whethcr (1) te the World, (2) te bis
fellow-mnen, or (3) te God's Piovidence ;
such as (1) the l'arable of the Ba-r-en Fig-
troc, (2) of thc l'rodigal son, and (3) of the
Hid Treasure. The "B]ich Foot" belong
to the second class, and to the third subdi-
vision of this clais; it is intended to show
that in the Providence of Ged advamtages
imply duttiés, that we ame -hotty dependent
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