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ges.  To meit was painful to hear the cool-
ness with which these important principles
were handled.  “I'o me the discussion scem-
<d not at all to enter into the merits of the
ense.  Lhe speakers seemed to speak under
vestraint, not grappling with the subject as
free men should do in a free country.

T could wish some of my Cape Breton
friends by my side to hear that discussion, I
chink it would be atthis time a salutary les-
<on to parties who heing once freed from the
yoke of bondage desire again to throw down
their necks under its aalling oppression.

Doxarnp Monnisex.

S
UNIOR IN SCOTLAND.

Ttis in the highest degree gratifying to
observe that the union movement so anspi-
vusly going on iu the colonies has commen-
ced in the pavent churches. The supreme
cuurts of the United Presbyterian Church

and the Free Chureh discussed the subject
avith the utmost candour and ability, and
the practical step was taken by each of ap-
pointing Committees to commence negotin-
tdons.  We think the subject of such great
importance and of such general interest to
our readers, that we may devote agood deal
of space to extracts from addresses delivered
by leading men in both the churches.
SPEECH OF DR. CAIRNS.

There are two kinds of difliculties in the
avay—accidentaland essentiai—the one class
arising out of causes that do not atall make
2 necessary and constant obstacle ; and the
other class avising out of causes which do.
To the first head of accidental difiicultics,
Treler the short time the subject has heen
seriously nuder discussion, the want of cor-
ddiality iu sume quarters betweest the repre-
sentatives of different Churches, the ocea-
gional quarrels and misunderstandings that
may have aisen or may still subsist, the
strong Tove of things as they are, just beeause
they are and have been found to work well.
"Tirese, T say, are mere accidents ; and I do
fiope that no one will rest much upon them,
heeause they may change any day, and with-
out the slightest change in anything clse,
make the very parties that may now hesitate
eager forincorporation.  Thope nobody will

be offended if I refer to this same class of
accidental diflicultics—supposed differences |
in regard to Cliristian doctrine.  These, T
humbly think, are mere accidental misun- ’

derstandings, and will, I trust, give place
before fuller and more carcful inquiry. I
am not aware of anybodv in the United
Presbyterian Synod that objects to the doe-
trine of the Free Church or any other Church
named in this overture. Wegive them full
credit for holding sinceraly to the Westmin-
ster standards ; and though they do not all
agree among themselves on points left open
by those standards, we ave perfectly satisfied
to meet them on the common ground, and
to allow them their liberty. In some quar-
ters, however—I do not think numerously,

-and, as I hope and pray, not incurably—

there is a disposition to charge us, or at least

some of us, with departing from Westmin-

ster Calvinism.  Xam thoroughly persuaded
hat this is a pure misunderstanding. If
these brethren had gone through all the dis-
cussions and mutual- explanations of the
Aronement controversy, and especially, if
they had experienced, as we have done since,
the atmosphere of delightful and unbroken
doctrinal harmony which has succeeded, they
would never dream of any discord being
anong us, cither with one another, or with
the Westminster standards ; and they would
dismiss this obstacle as a mere accident—
an accident, T hope, of a transient and tem-
porary influence,—which will soon vanish
before inguiry—bhefore truth and chaxity.
TLere are, however, real and not inconsider-
able difliculties which are involved in the
very nature of the movement, and which re-
quire morc than mere kindly fecling and ac-
carate knowicdge of facts to overcome.  The
first and chief of these is, the undeniable dif-
ference which generally prevails in regard
to the power of the civil magistrate.  1ere,
undoubtediy, however our formularies may
approach or cven coincide, we arc not in
point of general belief at onc.  There are
views beld in the Churehes with which we
seek to unite, with which most or probably
all of us canuot agree as to the right and
daty of the magistiate to endow the church,
and support religion from state resources.
I do not think we differ as to the so called
headship of Christ over the nations, and as
to the duty of civil governors to regnlate
their Jegislation by therevealed will of God.
Ttis rather as to the application of these
great principles, more especially in relation
to the support of the Christian Churelr, and
the means which the magisirate may law-
fully cmploy, and the Cimrch lawfully take
advantage of for that end. % % % Tt
us remember, Moderator, that this question
is not stamding still and cannot stand still.
Thnionischiceted in Nova Scotia, in Canada,
in Ausiraling and all these Yresbyterian
Churches have equally friendly relations to
us, and to the Presbyterian Churches at
kome. We are not requived to adopt for-
mally the unions carricd outin these parts
of the world, but we cannot hinder their re-



