
1resbyterian finds no difliculty ia seeing the grand features, the Ieadiing
ptrinciples. of his own systemi articulately taughit or plainly exeniplitwed l'y
thie A1)ostlcs and the priinihiie fbIloivers of Christ. Ile indl. a parity 0(
Iiiiiisters, of pastors-Christ alone beiing Cluefl'Pastoi». Ife finds the Ses.
sion, the Presl)ytery, the Synod or General Couincil. Ife lints diuit al] be.
lievers. %vlieier Jew or Gentile, fuir or niear, iiekniowvlcdge the authiority of
the assembled representatives offthe chiurcli. He intist in(lced coni6ss sor'-
roving thiat a 4 falling away" soon conimenced «ami tliat die ehlurchi bc:îne.
eorrupt a.-- well ini doctrine as iii gover'nient. Many :înticli'ists, seduers,
fù,lte teachers. crept into the fold, and <levoured witli 1avenou.s gz'eed tuie
silly flock. Ileresy was speedily followed by lordly azsutmption and tyranny.
Tlie siniplicity of Seriptuire ruie and apoýtolic tea1ching ivas f'oolishnless Mn
die eyes of the %vise and prudent of this world. ~A spurious priesthood, cul-
mninating in a gigantie prelacy, rearcdl its haugh-lty lieaid-usurped the kilgly-
anid l)IieStIY ollices of Christ, and involved Chi'istendoax l'or long dolor.ous
centuries in dar-kness nnd spirittual death. Dit even during tiio-ze ages Gud
bad his faithf'ul witnesses, though scattered, feeble, and Ièw. 'flie banner
of the Gospel wvas uphieid by ilie ' puritans" [Paulitianis] oF' the Esand suitl
more illustrioùs1y by a î>ersccuted remnant in the W'est. For ainid cold
Alpine mounitains and in quiet Alpine vallcys the Presbyteî'iani polity wa,;
iainitained in aIl its pristine purit*y, ani the liglht of Gosp;lel trath co'>neil

to shiine witli undinied lustre thoughi the great world lIated it and turncd
away. Iii due tinie God raised up a Zwingle, a Farel, a calvi, a Kulox-
a noble army of Reforniers and Martyrs who, seizing the toircli of' truth,
lheld iL aloft and passed iL on t'rom land to land. )[:aiiy nations saw%% andi
wondered and believed. In England alune of ail Protestant Christendoin
was prelacy retained. Presbyterianisrn then extended far' and ivide, and
wherever iL i"ent it proclaiiuned faithfully the glad tidings of' salvation and
sowed the seed of' civil and religlous liberty. Ifolland and Switzerland, un-
der ifs influence, became an asylum in whichi multitudes of our own l'5seu-
ted foref'athers fouind ,ratelful shielter ; and Scotland liavingY once tasted the
liberty ifh whluih Christ entrusts bis people, rcejected ivitli holy indign-iation
the advanecs of a hiaugility southern l)relacy, backed thougyli it was by regal
auulîority and reeoiniended by such powerf'ul argruments as are furnislied
by the rack, tlie sword and the scaffolci. Eveni ii the rank, unfriendly soul
0f England, Presbyterianismn fook root and during the short day of ifs as-
cendency accomplishied a noble work of' which all subsequent generations
have reaped the benefit, huowever unimiindful of ifs source. -More' than fivo
hundred years ago, the Presbyterians of England pî'omulgated that golden
sentence-" GoD ALONE IS LORD 0F TUE CoNsciE.--i"-a sentence, whicli
lias echoed and re-cchoed froni shor'e f0 shore-penetrating the prison
biouses of' tyranny-wakingy up the nations-overturning tlrones and dynas-
ties-cauglht up) by people after people and generation «gfter- generaf ioti,
tilI now the very dungeons uof lome and Naples have given up their victins!t
'VWhile Enghish prelacy and continental popery were engaged in persecuting
thiose who refused fo piofess pemniciô'us error-while Anabaptismn by its wild
vagaries was disgracing the v'ery naine of Protestanitisni and liberty, Pres-
byterinnismn was training the people of' Seotland and lllhd and Svitzer-
land to be the niost iindustrious, intelligent and Christian hi the world. Pure
in d9)ctrinc, energetic in action, democratic and liberal, yet perfeetly well-
ordered, it presente<l to the stafesman, the cliurcliman, and the philosopher,
the realization of thînt brighit ideal whichi they hiad. su long striven to attain
-a system in whîicli freedoin and order, united action and individual liber-

ûrfjc jilomt ailb ffortfgn nuerb. Jin.


