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The “ Edgewood"” Milk Barn.

In our last issue we gave tho pith of sowe sugyes
tions about “ Milk Farming," contribuied by Dynald
G. Mitchell to the Annual Reyister of Ruiai Affuus
for 1867. We now proceed to lay before vur teaders
a description of the Milk Barn planned Ly M.
Mitchell for bis own use on his farm of ** Edgewood.
Convenient buildings aro fully half the battle won
taking care of stock, or carrying forward any opera-
tions, agricultural, mechanical, or commercial, that
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require to be attended to under a roof and within
walle. It is often with the farmer, when prepared
to build, a matter of no small diflicalty to plan his
proposed structure. Ie knows what accoinmodation
he wants, but how to get it in the most economical
and convenient manuner, ‘aye there's the rub.”
What suits one mian will not be catirely appropriate
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for another, but often, by secing 2 plan actaally
drawn, it is comparatively casy to modify it, o as to
suit one’s own purposes. Tt is with this view that we
lay before our readers Mr Mitchell's plans ; not at
all supposing that they will exactly suit any one who
may be led to examine them, sti'l less that they will

please everybody, but in the belief that they may be
useful as a study, and suggestive as an example.
This barn is adapted for a liberal use of roots in

| winler, and aleo for the system of soiling in summer.
jUf the rools which a milk farmer may grow toa
s profit, Mr. Mitchell ranks the maogel wurzel first,

the cartot next, and the swede turnip third. Fui o
dany tarm whero winter butter is made, carrots and
parsps are highly recommended, as fitted to giso
both tichness and colour to the butter. The mangel
wurzel is more succulent, more easily grown, and as
casily hariested as a turnip crop.  The great objec-
tion to the carrotis the expense and trouble of har-
vesting it.  The objection to turnips becauso of their
giving an unpleasant flavour to the milk, Mr. Mitchell
thinks may be to a considerable extent, if not wholly
met, by certain gimple precautions. A little sprink-
ling of nitre in the cans or pans will destroy the tur-
nipy taste; or what is better, if
the cows are brought to this diet
gradually at first, by giving a
few slices covered with bran,

Mitchell prefers to sow the long kerneled Maryland
variety, as giving greater breadth of leaf, greater
height, and more rapid development, though gome
prefer sowing tho sweet corn, as farnislung more
caccharine qualities in the stalk. We have grown
the large Southern corn as & soiling crop w the
vicinage vt Guelpl, and tnd 1t answer adunrably.
Until frost comes, this green crop may be sown at
intervals, and when it does come, the carrot and tur-
nip tops will follow suit and prepare the way for the
roots themselves.

Mr. Mitchell s barn plan 1s provided with all appli-
ances necessary for the system o1 panter and summer
feeding. of which we have given a brief account, and
nothing mure will be necessary in addition to the
engravings—which speak for themselves—except a
few cxplanations, and these will be best given in the

anthor's own words : * The boiler and fire-room, it
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the siraw, with due regard to
drainage. In the cellar carrots

kecp their natural condition bet-
ter than turnips or parsnips,—
belter perhaps than any root that
is grown. All rools ought if possible to be harvested
i sanuy, dry weatler, thrown in heaps, aad well
shaken as they are thrown, and a final shake given
them whien they go into the cart for hauling. If they
can be dumped down the cellar trap, they will be
still further shaken, and all this will tend to free
them from dirt, & very desirable matter, for to wash
roots daily for feeding is a troublesome, expensive
thing, and there is no possible, or imaginable profit
in feeding mud. Both a turnip cutter and a steam-
ing apparatus should be provided.

Inregard to summer feeding, Mr. Mitchell advo-
cates the system of soiling in part, and has kept this
in view in his barn arrangements. Notbing can be
more favourable to a full flow of milk than the juices
of the carly spring grass, upon which we can turn
the cows to graze in the month of May. As a prepara-
tion for this succulent diet, pleatifal rations of
carrot or mangel wurzel should be given during the
latter part of April.  With scasonable and copious
May showers, the pasturage maintains its luxuriance
up to the middle of June. At this season there is
apt te be a falling away of the pasture supply, and
if grazing only be depended on, there is no help to
be had until the earlicst mown meadows can be re-
sortd to. In August there is often another time of
scapt pasturage, and this together with the hot
woather then usually prevalent, tells fearfully upon
the yicld of milk. How are the cows to be kept up
to the mark at these times? Doses of meal or bran
may help the matter somewhat, bat the surest and
most effcctual plan is to grow green forage crops,
and fecd theso fo the milch cows under the cool
shelter of the stable. This is soiling, and is the truo
wethod for every milk-farmer to adopt. Of the crops
that may be grown for this purpose, winter rye
comes in the carliest ; noxt clover, or what is better,
if it can bo grown, lncerac ; then oatls or spring-sown
Larley , and afterwards Indian corn drilled in closo
rows, or sown broadcast. Wo wonder Mr. Mitchell
<ays nothing of vetches. Sown with a small propor-
tivn of oats to help to keep them upright, they fur-
ni~h an excellent green fodder.  Of Indian cora, Mr.
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will be observed, are entered ouly by an exterior
dovur, and steam is conveyed tu the covking tank
through the wall. A manure cellar 13 under the
castern half of the stable, cxtending from a point
indicated by the dotted lines on citherside. A trame
way is provided, leading down the centre of the
stable, for the distribution of food. and for trans-
port of muck from the cellar, partitioned from the
root cellar for that purpose. The tram-way car
should be furnished with a moveable box for cooked
food, another for muck, and a third and larger
open frame for the reception of green fodder
dropped through from the barn fluur above.

Water shonld pass in a trough—ind:cated by the
two lines within the fecding-Loxes—completely
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round the stalls. This trough should bo covered to
exclude dirt, and provided with traps agaiust cvery
manger, which traps the cows will easily learn to lift
with their noses. The gutler for liquid manure may
bo mado to dischargo at aay pointiuto tho cellar
below. « Stanchions,” as fixtures for cows, aro most
cconomical of space ; but I prefer the ring and
chain fastenings ; these allow of an unobstructed
view of tho animal, from ecitber front or rear, and
show I think a littlo more of humanigy in tho herds-
man. Tho apper floor is simply arranged, and will
oxplain itsclf, when examincd in conncction with

the basement and clevations. The farther trap upon



