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OUR CATALOGUE.

A large (sheot music site) book of 4G pages, con-
taining over 4000 pieces and about 70 books, is mailed
free to any address. The most celebrated authors of
Buropo and America are well represented by their
208t sucocessful and valuable productions. Although
our catalogue is one of but 40 pages, it contdins mony
more piecss and represents a grester amount of nseful.
neas for teaching purposes, than any other catalogne
of doubls the size.

Our sheet musio is printed from finely engraved
plates, on the best quality music paper.
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QUEENS OF SOKG IX AMERICA.

In an article on Mme. Patti's tour in this country,
published in the London World, the writer indulges in
reminiscences of the experiences of other singers in
the United States. He says:—Very much depends on
the way a singer is * prepared’ before arrival. The
moment Xme. Lucca set foot on American soil, the New
York Hereld published every morning a bulletin of
what she had done the day before. Whether she went
to a8 circulating library for German books, or whatever
sho did, there was her half column. 8e thst on the
evening of her first performance she was literaliy the
nine days' wonder. Mme Luc:a, at her second
¢ Faust” evening, made uver $7000, & sum unknown at
the Academy, except during the combination opers with
Pareps-Rosa, Waobtel, Ssatley and Phillipps, where
one evening they took $8000. Mme. Luccs made, in
her wiater ¢ .3 spring, $152,000. Mme. Nilsson, about
whom, before her arrival, there wers seven columns
smaull print of her biography in the New York Herald,
in ber first American season made = clear profit of
$216,000, and her manager, Max Strakoech, made $60,
000 besides. But tho agent of hMme. Nilsson, and the
following year of Mme. Luces, was Mr. Henry Jarrett,
at this moment the agent of Mme. Sarc Bernhardt.
Mme. Tiotjens was not a success: and Mme. Albani
was such a failure that the contract bad to be broken,
whether through her own fault, or through indifferent
mansgement, I am unabls {o say. Mme. Patti was not
prepared as sho should bavo been; and I do not say
80 now that the begiuning hss been spoiled. I am not
ons of thuse wiseacres who after the game tell you,
* You should hsve played the queen of hearts; 1 bad
tho ace.” Of coursc that i3 very plain, when the
fity-two cards are on the table. But I told Mme,
Patti beforeband, and several times. Anyhow, if she
did not take everything by storm, her grest tzlent and
captivating charm are sure to conquer in the ond;
only £80,000, which she hoped to take, are over $4t0,
000, and thai I humbly beg to doubt. Jenmny Lind,
even, who took the cream off Americen enthusizem, re-
ocived from Barnum, who bad so wonderfully managed
her, as net svail of uinety-five concerts, $177.675; to
which must bo added $32,(00, which ehe paid for-
foiture for withdrawing from the contract. Bat these
times secm gone forever. Why, in ono ooncert in
Richmon?, she made over $12,000, and in the first
concert in New York, sold by auction, no less than $17,
8u4 (about £8600)! And the most remarkable part
of the sffair is that she gave six concerts afier each
other in New York, the last one bringing over $16,000.
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—* 11 Duvca D'ALpa,” the recently discovered post.
homous opers by Douoizetti, 13 to be produced at the
Apollo Thestrs, Rome

—It scems that the Odesss mob was mistaken in
altacking Sara Bernhardt 2z a Jewess. She is of
lebrew origin, but she is in religion a Catbolic, bav-
ing roceived botn baptism cad her first communion &t
the Church of Autenil.

—8ta. Ricompr recently brought suit, in Vienna,
sgainst 8 certaip impresssrio for fees for performing
«1l Trovztore,’” and when the defendsent insisted that
proof should bo brought forward that Verdi really
composed that opers, the judge sctually sustained the
point! Verdi will now have to provo thst be is the
compeser of the operas whick have been credited to
hi, ) : e s
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DEATH OF MR. MACK, THE
COMPOSER.

Edward L. Mack was born in Stvttgart, Germany,
August 24th, 1826. He camo to this country when
about six years of age.

His first knowledgo of music was obtained at the
Institution for the Blind, Philadelphia, having beon
admitted as a pupil in 1844.

His progress hero was so rapid, and his musical tal-
ont 30 marked, that in a2 few years aftor entering upon
his studies, ho was employed as teacher, which posi-
tion he hold continuously until his marriage, in 1868,
with the exception of a months’ engagement as speoial
instructor in New London, Ct.
year ho was appointed teacher at thd Academy for
the Blind, Macon, Georgie, -

After remaining at that justitution for some conaid-
erable ime, ho resigned his position and returned ta
Philadelphia, where, for s number of years, hetaught
and composed music. ) L

In January, 1869, he opened s store on Bpring Gar-
den Street, in the latter named city, whore he engaged
in the sale of pianos, orgaus and musio.

Mr. Mack bas composed a greet many musical com-
positions, perhaps more than any other writer in
America. His productions possessed much merit,
were pleasing, and generally became popular, which
made them eagerly sought for by publishers. He
was versatile in style, writing inetrumental and voeal,
humorous or sentimental pieces with equal facility.

He wrote under many assumed names, his favorite
nom de plume being * Pierre Latour.”

Tho last compositipn of the bigher order of Mr.
Mack’s productions, is a beautiful fantasia entitled,
*“ Dreams of the Past.”

AMr. Mack was well known as & warm-hearted, gen-
ial gentleman ; his nature was unselfish to a marked
degree, and few men derived more pleseurs in doing
good to their fellow beings. 1f obeying the comman
*Love thy neighbor as thyself,” constitutes the
groundwork of a Christian life, then he was indeed a
follower of the Master.

In busines circles his reputation forstraightforward-
ness and integrity was unqguestionable.

He departed saddenly from time into eternity early
on the morning of January 7th, mourned by alil who
knew him.
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DEATH OF CAROLINE RICHINGS-
BERNALD.

Mrs. Mary Caroline Reynoldson Richings-Bernard,
the well-knowzn English opera singer, died of smallpox
tn the city of Richmond, Va, early on the morning of
January 14th. On the evening of the same day hor
remsains were interced in Hollywood Cemetery.

Mrs. Richings-Bernard, who was among the first to
make Engiish opera popular in this country, wss born
in England, and when a child was brougbt to this
country by her father, J. P. Reynoldson, & writer and
adapter of plays, who settled in Philadelpbis. She
first sppeared 1o public 83 & pianist, st a concert given
by the rhilharmonic Socioty, in Musical Fond Hall,
on November 20, 1847. Her father died in 1851 sad
she was adopted by Peter Richings, then stago man-
sger of the Walnut Street Theatre, who brooght her
out st that theatre a yeer lster under the vame of
Csroline Richings. 8ho made her debut on Februsry
9th, 1862, in *¢ The Child of the Regimont.” In the
following year, on March 2lst, she made s great hit
a8 Stelia, in the comedy of ** The Prima Donna.”” 8he
poesessed a fine voice, and in the hands of AMr. Rich-
1ngs she soon rosc to s prominent position cod was s
great favorite with Phiiadelphis play-goers. Sbe first
made her bow in Italian opera at tho Acsdemy of Music,
March 7, 1857, singing .Adalgsa, in ¢ Norma.” She
became a member of the stock company of the Walnut
Street Thentre in 1857, gnd remeined theve until Janu-
ary 12 1859, when she left thero for tho purpose of
singing with & travelling English opera company,
ander the moonagement of Peter Richings. This was
one of the first combinations of the kind in Americs,
and for many yesarsit was highly successful. In Bos-
ton, on Christmas, 1867, Caroline was marricd to
Picrre Bernard, asiuger  Mr. Richings disbanded bis
compapy after Caroline’s marriage and retired from
tho stage. Of lato years tho Bernards mado their
bome in Baltimore, where Mrs. Bernard tsught music.
Io 1880, however, they seitled in Richmond, where
thoy have lived over sinco, supporting themsclives by
teaching music. They had no children. Mrs. Berz-
ard's last appearsnce in Philadelphia was in connee-
tion with the production of thec operss ¢ Pinafore”
and the *Electric Light” st tho South Broad Strest
Theatro‘: . - LEEPTE

In tho latter named |

THE $1000 PRIZE,

William Wallsce Gilchrist, who svon the $1000 prize
offored by the Cincinnati Musioal Festival Association
for the best original composition for chorus snd
orchestra, is a Philadelphian. He wasborn in Jorsey
City and removed to Philadelphia in his ninth year,
where be lived up to the fall of 1872. His musios)
education was aoquired in Philadelphia, his only
preceptor being H. A. Clerk, professor of musio in
in the Pennsylvonia University.

—Ir is said that Verdi, the greai composer, has
invonted o new instrument. - -
--Audlvgtr WiLuxzxd will go to London to play in the
orabestrd #t the Wagner'pexformancis.

—Mus. OrrsTER mang with grest success in New
Orleans, in'“Tha Megic Flute,’ ** Sonnambuls,” and
«La Traviata?

—Mxuz. Arpaxt has met with great ruccess in Ber.
lin, where #he sings opera in Italiam, supported by &
company which sings in German.

—Mux. Mmxie Haox has been greatly compli-
mented by the Boaton press during the Mapleson sea.
sop there, and received quito 2n ovation on her ap-
pearance in ¢ Csrmen.”’

—Sraauss’ opera of ¢The Iderry War’ has posi-
tively made & furoreat Vienva. One number—a
walts song—had to be repeated erght times in order to
satisfy tho encoreiacs. Mme. 8trauss cried with joy
at her busband’s triumph.

—Mz. WiLLiax P, Artroze, of Boston, the well-
known musicel aritio, has beoen invited by a number of
Brooklyn gentlemen to give a series of six lectures on
music, in the hall of the Long Island Historica! Society,
in the latter city. The subject of hisfirst lecture will
ve * From 8t. Ambroae to tho French Déchanteurs.”

—Ir is said that tho symphony concerts by Theodore
Thomas and his orchestra, so far from bringiag in a
snug little sum to hand over to the Associated Chari-
ties, will not cover the expenses of the orchestrs, to
pay which a call will have to be made upon the guar-
sntes fund. Mr. Thomas and his musicians did their
share of the work admirably, and the concerts wero
the delightful artistic events of the season, though not
peouniarily successful.

—Tar New York Philhormonic Society bheld its
third concert of the season at the Academy of Alusio,
Neow York, on the 14th inst. The Academy was com-
pletely crowded with an audience that thoroughiy
appreciated the finishod manner in which the works
on the programwse were resdered. Mr, Raphael Jo-
seffy was recalled four timés after his masterly per-
formance of Beotboven's G major concerto, and being
compelled to play again by tho applause, which con-
tinued loud aad long, ke played for the first time io
pablic his own arrangement of the aria and prelude
from Bach's violin suite, which made quits a fasorable
impression on the sudience.

—A New Orieaxs critic, thus refors to the singing
of “Mrs.” Gerster, as be calls ker? ¢ Some of her
trills are aflars with psasionste intoxicatior, others
are ¢ white and wet' with the tears of grief. Each
chromstic scale, each grupeto, hag ita marked mesning
and successful intention. When her voics competes
with an instrument in the orchestra, as in tho point
d’orgue of the folly scene, there vibrates in bor sn
unkoown power, which cannot bo expressed, but which
nevertheless, clearly revesls tbo impassable chasm
which lics between mechanism, however perfect, and
the eloquence of thae soul.”” The critio may rcoover.
Such attacks aro not necessarily fatal.

—Tux gecond concert of thy,Oratorio Society, of
Bsltimore, which took place recently iniho grand hall
of the Fith Regiment Armory, wss by far the largest
snd mest succeszfol choral performance ever given in
that city. Every seat was filled and sil the standing-
room occupied. Mendelssobn's «St. Panl” was
given by & mixed chorus of 7CC voices, sssisted by a
chorus of 100 boys. The solos were sung by Miss
Hattio Louiso S8imms, sopranc; MMiss Antonia Henne,
countralto; Mr. Jules Jordan, tenor, snd Mr. Franc
Remmerts, bass, Mr. F. Fiocke was tho conductor,
and Mr. Horoid Randolpb, osganiet. The ¢ociety,
which bas been remarkably prosperous since its for-
mstion, will take part in the May Festival, in New

York, nezt spring.



