| rentative of “The Westmmster '
- interview;is: as follows:

‘Corea 'is no longer Lhe “hermit natxom el
in the .colloguial is most" “interesting,

‘. printed-and bound a.fter the Chineso style, .

" he said. > “Dhe war between China’and -Ja-

‘jpa.n changed adl that;-and’ now the doors ars
-open and the minds of 'the people-may be
:»1ea,ched They are'a stra.nge ea,sy-gomg, in-.

terestmg race, so littlé: touehed by the ways. -
- grims, Mr ‘Worldly Wiseman, cven Apollyon

" and manmers of -the . outside -world. ‘ In ap-

o Mr.‘.'ra.m% S Gale who was for 'mne;;f.
L years A’ miqsi,onary in Corea .was: récently -
~Lntervicwed ‘about that’ country by a repre--
Part ot tho

pearance they :are -akin' to the - Mongols, -
while their spoken language is. ‘more like the -

. Japanese. " ‘The Coreans are less industri-

ous than the Chinesé and less demonstrative -

and .excitable than  the Ja,paliepé '

. 'They.

dearly - ]ove to, take. things ea,sy Anyhhing :

like haste is foreign to their na.ture Every-.

ithmg goes on as in pa.tmarcha.l “times, and

A COREAN GENTLEMAN.

Methuselah himself had no more spare tima
than the average Corean of to-day.
‘They think. westerners are utterly barbar-
ous. To them-the chief thing is pleasing
people.  Truth in speech is- not ‘of- first
‘ ¥mportance. .Our direct, frank way of say-
“ing what we mean is to them pitiable..

‘Yes, there are-gocial customs-as rigid as
: Their system of -
“honorxﬁm,” a.coordmg to whwh one must

are to be found anywhere.’

-

. life m our sense, the clan hemg the u.nit and -

the: cla.m.:man the senior ‘member, a “sort of
- little kmg Mn.ma,ges are arranged and Te:
' corded between - the ‘clans..

. txemce,

nea.rly twelve hundred la,xge ‘pages.
presemts prodigious tou

Gale, but alsoto Camdm i
The tra.nslatlon of ‘The Pllgrun [ Progress"

and 1llu~*~trated from:. drawmgs ma.de by ‘a
Corean under Mr. Gale's dn‘ectxon
drawmgs everything is Corea‘n “The pil~
h'lmself have all the. slant eyes and charac-
temstxc fea.tures ‘and. dress of the natlvea In.
_a.nswer to a questxun Mr Gale. Sald o
“The Coreau mind Aglights in the’ a.llegorx-‘
cal, a.nd not 1n a,bstla.ct reazoning.  The,
“Pilgrxm’s PI‘O"‘IGSS ”is therefore the-most
read. book of a Chriatian kmd .in the country.v
It is really very useful

sion. To the natwe Ohristlans the 1mmorta]

‘ a,llegm y is a source of’ perpotual dehght - .
- The oonvcraatmn turhed then to social af~" -
fairs, a.md Mr Gale told how ‘the. clan 1dea

'\-.

‘There is really no famlly

porta,nt gathermgs ‘are ar ound the gnaves of

t.heur aneestors, whom they worshxp, and to -
" whém sacrifices are offered.’ . v
o ‘Héw i their rehgm'n dxfferentxa.tcd fmm“
. that’of .China’ "
" “In. Corea.the dovmmamt ralmon is: Coné

fuoi'anusm 'I‘here is only a. ‘slight’ sprmkling

_of Buddhism.
- .shippers like - the

speak’” disrespect.fuuy of ‘one’s ‘'self and ap-

provingly of ome's- questxoner iz peculiar,

“and: troublesome. . You are asked, “How -is

‘might be mentioned.

They are all ancestor wor-
‘Chinese, lthoagh they’
have had no dealings with. outside nations
for over a thousand years.
system is le3s mixed and adulterated than is
found in Manchuria. They have a notion of
the great Creator, whom they call Hananiri,
Wo are able to make use of this idea in
speaking to-thom of the true God, for they
have no objectwna.blo attrxbutos associated
with ‘it, as the Chinese have.
very fow. idols.
ancestral tablet.. This custom of ancestral
worship, is not unlike that described by Dr.
MacKay in “From Far Formosa.! ~ Upon
the deatn of a parent, for instance, a piece of
wood, taken from the dark forest, is prepar-
ed; and into this the spirit of the departel
ig inviled to enter.- This tablet is set up in

the home, and before it food is. placed for-

the daily need of the dead. IPor three years-
the mourners are.regarded as unclean.’ _
' ‘Has this ancestor worzhip any bad efect
on the people either socially or morally? ™

‘It is-cne of the intolerable burdens of..

Many, evils arising from it
One of thege is early

heathenism.

" marriages.” As it is looked upon asa griev-

- your honorable: house?” ‘and in reply you.

must. speak of your “depraved hovel.”

. ‘Bducationally they are like the rest of the
" Orientals, only less advanced. Their .study.

is confined to the “classics,” and is purely
- memory - work. .. Their written language' is
addressed . only.to the eye.-

Their spoken
-la.nguage an -entirely, different. thing, is not:

- written,. and the literary. classes. are. strongly -

- opposed . to-having :anything wntten m the
" language of the masses,’
- Speaking of the- la,ngua.ge brought. to mind

_the services Mr. Gale himself has rendered -

: in his translatwns, a.nd by the: prepara,tion

‘ing for buria.l

ous calamity to have no Dosterity, children .
. are, marmed oft when -very simall,
-Then, toa their
superstitious: regard for the dead make thelr

"The re-
sults -of-this are only-evil.

sacred mountains and graveyards ‘almost in-
superable obstacles.to progress.

in'a propitious place. .
by - professional - “‘grave-finders,” who hold
the best land-at high prices for: burial.pur-

poses. A dead body cannot be buried until - ,

such a place 1s found, and I have seen a.
hundred of them propped up on sxticks wait-
They a.re extremely ca,retul

ﬂhe ﬂrst ‘Corean—l:‘nghsh dmtionary ever' ;
published. : He-had. a -¢opy’ of- the dictionary.
with. : hnm-—a good ‘picce’ of: book-mankmg of i
It e
unwearmng pa~
-and - . great hngulsnc scholarship..: ings to offer conscerated sacrifices.’
Competent scholars: in the East have spoken.
.. the -highe@t terms. of .the work, and this

'great service is cveditable, not only-to. Mr, :

It is -

In these

Its stories-and pie-
tures are much more’ convincing than any = trary to treaty, to drive out the mlasmna.ries.
) argument Would be. . And the thought of .

Bunyan is quite. level to. thezr comprehen-,,

Their mO'at im=~

Their religious

" They have
But in every house is the -

To them-it .-
is.of first. concarn that their dead be buried
This ‘place is found

in aAl these thmgs, for thelr chief fear is ﬁha.t.:' -,
othermse “the, pro.~pe-rity of. .their family: _
would be mterfered with. And for the same- -~

Teason. they cannot g0 far. from home as
they must be: pres esent at-the anmual gather--

“Is:Corea. a hopaful field- for mmonary en-
‘terprise? .
‘None ‘more hopeful in the east to—day.

The great _Chma-Japan war broke ‘up - the
“century-built -walls of custom and prejudice.

The destruction of their tablets and the blot-

-tmg out of thelr graves. freed the people to'a

degree from, their old-time custom of ances-
tor worship,; and gave them a certain prerty o
of théught. ' Take the city of Ping-Yang-
next in importance to Seoul. Before the.

war it was the stronghold of hea,bhenism
Again and again efforts were made to estab-

lish a mission there. THhe missionaries werd .
checkmated in -overy. way.

" The governor
boasted that he would keep his city clean °
from Christianity. ~The native colporteurs
were arrested a;nd ‘paddled” until they were
left for dead, - Everything was dome, com-

But in spite of ‘all the gorvernors boa.sting
and deﬂa.noe, it was only two weeks before

AT HIS ANCESTOR'S GRAVE.

“the two contending armies came smashing

into the city of Ping-Yang, and ali that was-
over found of the governor was his chair

- riddled with bullets, There is no more hope-

ful field in Corea. Mrs. Bird Bishop, who
visited it, pronouziced it the most hopeful
from a- missionary standpoint, to be found
anywhers in the BEast. The attitude of the
people ‘has been visibly changed. Strange -
to say one of. the great obstacles to work
there was their mxsunderstzmdmg of a verse
in St. John’s Gospel.  -The. English reads,
“Except ve cat the flesh of the Son of Man,”
ete. This, in- the Chinese . translation, was
read by thé Coreans, “Except.ye eat the flesh
of a man’s-child,”. and 'they thought Chris-.
tians were cannibals. ' It was a long time be-
fore they could be made to understand.  -But
novw, Ping-Yang, with its population of. 50,
000, leads in :Christianity as of old it-led in
the te;u:hme of .Confucius.’. :

‘I3 there much room for extensxve mi&ion-
ary work in Corea? -~

. ‘For their 12,000, 000 of people there are
only five central stations, two at the south
two at the nortb, and one in the centre. Tho

'country ls open, zmd the need is'great,’,




