.

-died many deatbs

-the coming times, they would
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IN THE ROMAN ARENA.

Mot of the martyrs probably died by the
ordinary Roman method of decapitation
preceded - by scourging; but many were
thrown to wild beasts, 'The cruel sports of
the arena, in ‘which men fought with one
another or with wild beasts, had the attrac-
tion for southern races which the chase has
for the more vigorous nations of the north,
They delighted in such specta-
cles, and even in a still baser
sport in which helpless men’
were cast into the arena to be
devoured by beasts ravenous
with hunger, The crowd was
jubilant which witnessed such
spectacles, the air rapg with |
their shouts, but what of the
victims? It was a doom of
special cruelty, not.only be-
cause it might be lingering,
but “because it appenled so
strongly to the 1mngmauon
beforeband and the sufferer
An -the
mental torture he endured in
the dungeon while pu'.tunng
to himself the coming scene
in the arena, * Waiting” for
such a death was worse than .
the death itself,

. In the Roman arenas two .
classes of men were prominent,
—the fair-haired -German
gladiators from the Danube
and the Rhine ; and the Chris.
tians who were thrown as
passive victims to the raven-
ous Dbensts, Had the wveil
which hides the future been
uplifted on a Roman holiday,
and the complacent spectators
been permitted to lock into

have seen the  representatives
of the victims of the arena
playing an unexpected part in
another tragedy, It was the
tribes from the Qermanic
forests who overthrew the
Western Empire and-avenged
the long martyrdom which
their countrymen had suffered
in arenssof the Empire, The
Christians,too,without intend-
ing it, coniributed to the
downfall of Rome. They
failed to reform the Empire
and to giveit Christian hopes;
but-their words gave .to it a
guilty conscience and adivided
heart which made it an' easy
prey to- the ew, ﬁrd of the '
barbarlan marauders,—Sunday Maganme.
A . ~———+——-
~ HOW' TO READ.
EMPLOYING THE LEISURE HOUR TO THE BEST
ADVANTAGE,

( In my school days it was once my good,
fortune to spend a week in the summer va.
catmn ot the conntry home of aschool.mate,

The reudmg durmg my stay was the * Lady.

There was o Iarge famlly of chxldren a.nd the
mother was a cultivated. woman. There
were rides; sails on the river; pienics, moun:
tain tramps, and all pleasant country diver-:
sions, but, whatever was to’ bé the order’ of

the day, the hour after brenkiast was, n.lwa.ys, i
wag the end o£ it. .

set apart for reading. “We 2l ,a,athered in

the breakfast room, or on the piazza, and |
"beautlful moonhghf. evemngs on thc Merri-

one read aloud ‘while_the dthers listened,

% waITING.”

H

of the Lake.” At the end of every stanza
questions were asked by the mother coneern-
ing what had been read; and one or'another
was called on to’ express the thoughts of the
stanza in prose. The large atlas lay open
.t the map of Scotland, and every locality
that was mentioned was looked for, and at
the end of the first. ganto, we were all re.

révelation to me:’
literature at school as I had studied geo-’
:g:aphy and gra.mmnr, learmng to. repeat

' quested to draw a map of the wurse of the

To read ‘anything in that Wway wasa
I had studied- Lnghsh

chase

what was, set down in the book ‘and that
I. amll remember the
pleasa.nt drives in the farm waggon, and the

[T IR¥)

”,'ffff’(//{ﬁ/m |

mac, but more v1vu11y and more gratefully
1 recall ‘those morning readmgs."’i They
proved to me a most valuable series of
lessons as to how to read, for never after
did 1 read. gbook through rapidly and put
it aside, thinking that I knew all about it.
The * Lady of the Lake,” has been a favor-
ite poem with me ever since, and whenever

I hea.r a auo tation from it or meet in read.

| tage the leisure hour that we can devote to

ing the names of Glenartney, Benvoirlich,
Uam-Var, orany of the localities mentioned
in it, there rises before | my eyes a vision of
the broud piazza, with its charming outlook
of sloping fields and waving corn, and the
bappy group that gathered so eagerly about
the atlas at tho close of the moxning lesson,
How shall we employ to the best advan.

reading and study? In the
firat place, if we can spare but

an hour, or even a half hour
‘each day for mental improve-
ment, let us not give it all to

the daily paper, nor to the
new magazine, ‘nor to the
Intest novel, A dessert is an
agreeable supplement to the
regular substantial -nieal, but
how would ‘the \'Body’ be
nourished on the dessert alone?

The newspaper and magazine

are, or should be, the dessert.

. for the mind, Rendmg with
. out reflection is much. llke‘
.-, constant eating w1thoul: dx.
. gestion, The mind becomes
rtaxed and weary, and ‘re<-
£¥jects all, “sssimilating none,
~ A great deal more can be ac-
complished by _systyroatic

or twenty minutes daily than
appears possible to one who
has never tried it. It would
suflice to keep 'up French or
German, and to become con-
versant with the best authors,
Or a little time given daily to
- the earnest study of science,
and one might become a skil-
ful botanist or geologist, Or,
if English literature be more
attractive—as it undoubtedly
is to the great majority—how
soon would one become fa-
miliar with Milton or Shake-
speare, Bacon or Macaulay, if
a few sentences were read and
considered daily 7
Above all things it is im.
portant that one should read
systematically and not be
guided by chance. Have al-
ways a good book, a standard
work, that will repay careful
study, at hand, and to that
devote a part of the time that
may be set apart for reading,
Before opening the book reeall
as fully as possible what was
read the day before, and on
closing it see by reflection how
many | of the thoughts of the author you
have made your own, and 8o cultivate
memory,—Boston Transcript, -

S e e

————

THE DEPARTURE of men and angels from
God begon in pride, our approaches and re-
turn to Him must begin in bumility,—
Chqmock.
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