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THE CATHOLIC.

for it among those fumilics where every species of'
moral persccution, and persoual calumnies of the
grossest description against the unsullied character:
of the catholic clergy of this city, are practised ini
order Lo stagger the faith of poor ignorant servonts. |
Scek for it among those persons who having been:
dppointed guardians to catholic children, prevent
them from practising their religion, Here, 8ir,)
youwill find the spirit of prosclytism. You willi
findit again in the tract societies. But in the
catholic institutions of this province you will look
for it in vain.  And so far ave enlightened Protest-,

it et e ————

ing menorial of his redeeming dispensation, in the
outward rites, sighy, and emblamatical ceremonies,
whichhe himself preevibed and enjuined tp be ob-
served in the worship of his church,  What were
else all the levitical ovdinances, but so many spirit-i
ually signifieative and predictive figares?

It is evident too that, as all his true  worshippers,
are but one funilyy of whieh, asin the prayer,!
which he himself' has taught us, hic owns  himselt’
hr: ravaer; all in that fhmily. to avoid confusion”
dizorder, misunderstanding;  and, what we daily
witness among protestant enthusiasts  of'so many

may retain them: viz. 1 baptize thee in the name of
the Luther, and. of'the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,
Its vast importance and  regencrating  effeets ax
what the Church alludes to in her baptismal cere
monics.

Aund first, the watee s the external cleansitye
siggn of the internul eleansing grace.  Itis the ton
ish purification, vr the legal figure fulfiled Ly i
(Saviour; who has apnexed to the outward  punily -
ing symbol, the water applied to the body; the -
ward purifyine grace applied to the sauly forhe .«
Imaster to annex his grace to whatever condition

ants, for 1 speak not of men whose minds are jdenomuatins, the most ridiculously “‘hi"‘Sic“";hc pleases: asle annexed life and bliss to our ohe
warped by low vulgar prejudice;—So farare en-jjand irrational extravaganeies; ought to use, in ad-' dient forbearance to,ent the forbidden fruit; and

lightencd profestants from fearing the proselytism |dressing him, the same external rites; cither S"“'"’"idcmh and misery asthe conscquences of our «

dained by that anthority, which he has sanc(ioned-ﬂ

of these institutions, that; had the gentlemen of the -
coliege the means of undertaking a double couwrse!
ofstudics, onc in the English and the other in the
Trench language, there is not perhaps a single re-
spectable protestant youth in Maentreal, that would
not be confided lo theircare. [ myself, Sir, know
cven a gentleman, who acts in Canada in the cha-
acter of Minister of onc of the reformed churches,?
who declares that he is too well aware of the hon-!,
orable character of these institutions {o be uneasy'|
about their proselytism, and who has actually con-.
curred in placing the son of a friend in one of;
thtm.

1 have said enough—more than enough to caution|
av enlightencd and well informed public against the
crroncoug ideas of the Canadian Cousant. Did
his paper circulate mercly in the lower province,!
inwhich these institutions are known, it might not,
have been necessary to nofice his remarks. Butas
1t cireulates in other parts, it is but justice fo pre-'
vent distant persons from contracting unfounded
prejudices againstour estimable institutions.

‘down tous fromthe time ofthe apostles: who,
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as he himselt has deirned ta institute; or t
and promised always to inspwe; that universal
Churek, which he commands us all to hear, or he!
accountedt as heuthens and pudlicans. Imdeed, it’
was by swerving from the eriginally established

land instruetive rites of God's worship, that man-'

kind fellinto all the extravagancies and horrors of
idolatry.

"Phoy are the rites and ceremonies of God's only !

Clareh, (if that be she, whom the Saviour found-;
cdt) the chief meamngs ofwhich we here  propose
laying before the christian public. After those
obgerved in the celebration of the mass; on  which,'
in our first number, we made a few short explana-
tory observations; the most permanently uniform,
and important, as being of the Saviour's more im-
mediate appointment; are those 6bserved in the ad-‘
ministration of the seven sacraments; transmittcd‘

doubtless, were dirccted agto the manper of their
administration by Chuist himself, in the many con-
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obpdience in cating against his command,
This much every Catholicknows.  But there 1

' . . .
it much deeper meaning in this external sign than

 the generality of Christians are aware oft foran al-

luston is thereby madeto the death ofthe carnal
Adam, and of his sinful progeny,all buricd in the

walers ofthe deluge: and ol a new race rescucd
from the waters by their sole surviving progenitor,
tthe just Noah: who, under the dircetion of Godl.
built the ark,inwhich the small remnant of mau-
Y%ind were saved: that is, in the spiritual sense, Je-
sus Christ, the Man-God, the sole just-of our race:
for whose sake it is spared from utter destruction:
and from ywhomis to spring forth, a newand holy

cene ation: he, who under thedirection of Godl,
his heavenly father; (forin this sense also was  the

carpenter’s son) huilt the spiritual avk, his church,,
which rides secure the universal deluge; and brings
forth from the mudst of the overwhelming waters
the only portion of mankind which issnatchen from
utter destruction. Itis to this mystery that Saing
Paul alludes thus:—Jnow you that all we, tcho are

T'his motive will alsp, 1 Lope, plead my cxcuse ‘»crsatiups which he held withithem, alter his re- nbaptized in Christ Jesus, are baptizedin his death?

with ‘you, Mr, Editor, for occupying so much,
space in your excellent paper, ¥am, Sir,
A CATHOLIC,
And an admirer of
Cathalic Education.;

|
1

-

ORIGINAL,

THE CATHOLIC RITES AXND CEREBIO-
NIES EXPLAINED.

Few, even of Catholics, and none but gause wlu,

Lave turned their particular attention to the sub-,

Jeet; are aware of the instructive fiaport, or thc"

deep and interesting wmeaunings, which the Catho-
lie Churchattaches to her sacred rites and cere-
moujes.  Yor, let unphilosophical and cver-hiun-
Jering reformistssay what  they please; the mind
of man acquires ull its knowledge from without;
througzh the medium of the bodily senses; particu-
larly those of the sight and hearing: audt is truly
astonishing that our Bible-reading, and scripture-
judging sectaries have wmever discovered in that
sacred book what is the most cbviousand constant-
v reeurring evidence in it; that God instructs his
people: reveals to them his purpoeses in their re-,
gard; and opens to them a.distaut prospest, or al

'clnildrch of the carnal Adam, born insm;  thérefare

swrection, concermng the Lingdom of Gody Acts,

1, 3. by wlich title he often designates, the Church

bis kingdom hereon earth. .
BAPTISM.

The first of these sacraments is baptism, which
makes us the adopted children ot God through Je-
sus Christ: keirs indeed of God, says Samt Paul;
and fellow keirs of Jesus Christ.  Rom. 8,16, 17.
Till we receive this sacrament, weare but the

by naliere children of wrath; Eph, 2, 3. and devot-
ed to destruction. By it we are burn aguin.of wa-
ter and the Zholy Ghost: John, 3, 5, and fitted, as
children of the spiritual Adam, Christ, the regene-
rator of our race, to enler the kingdom of God;
thatis. his Church here on earth,and his kingdom
hereafter in heaven; nor cangny of the other sa-
craments, save the Eucharist, and that  unworthi-
ly, be validly adwministerced to thosepot so born
again; and adopted into the family of God, This
then is the most  necessary of allthe  sncramen’s;
and thereforc has God made it, in the case of ne-
cessity, thesimplest and easiest to be administered
ofany: the minister being any ong;. tman, woman,
or cluld come to the usedof reason: the matter only,
water: and the words, while powing the water oa

Lr we are baried together with him, by baptismin -
io death: that as Christ is risen from the dead, by
the glory of the father; so wsalso may walkin the
newness of life, §¢. Rom. 6, 3, &c. He therefore
wis the first seen, like Noah, to enter the waters,
followed by all bis rescued, sprritual progeny. On
him too, while in the water, ason Noah, while in
the ark, descended the mystic dove: the messenger
of peace, restored through him to our redecmed
race: and the voice of the paternal deity was heard
aloud declartng him his  beloved Son. “Thus_ was
shewn forth to us, in a sensible manncer, the trinity
of persons in that God, in whase name all to b :sav-
ed, must be bapuzed: the eternal father speaking
from onIngh: the filial deity incarnale staiding in
the water below; and the Holy Ghost jn the visible
form of a dove, hovering intermediate hetween.
This sensible manifestalion of the Godhead was,
accordirg to the areat Saint Basil, (Hom. 2, in
Psal. 28) predicted clearly in the words of the
nsalmist; The voiceof the Lord 1s upon the walers:

the GFod.of Majesly.has thundered. -
: i blem of baptism, (the

Another prefiguring em
first audanost necessary of all the sagraments, )
was Lie rainbow, set uply God in the clouds o1
heaven, the watery sign of his mercifiul covenant

furds therm animmediate intimation, or a record- | the unbaptized, so few, that the shortest memory;
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with Noah and his whole posterity.  Andias g



