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IN ail the group of disting-uished
literary women which the present
century has brouglit into being, there
is no one wvho lias a more charnîing
personality, or who has wVon a larger
place in the affections of the reading
publie, than Frances Hodgson Bur-
nett. Mrs. Buruett lias been specially
fortunate in capturing the interest of
a wvider range of readeî's than per-
haps any other writer of lier sex.
This cornes f roni the fact that lier
genius lias been sucli as to enable
her to make a distinct success in
writing for twvo classes of readers,
the cigrown-up folks " and the little
people. fier popularity with the
,,grown-ups " wvas firmly establisbed
by the appearance, as long ago as
1877, of "That Lass o' Lowvrie's," a
sweet, pure and fascinating tale of
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lowly life in the author's
native Lancashire.

The place whicx Mrs.
Burnett gained for herseif
among aduit readers by this
Lancashiire romance has been
mnade stili more secure by
later wvritings for the saine
class, snch as cilHaworths,"
"iA Fair l3arbarian,» and
ciTlirough One Administra-
tion." Eixcel lent and worthy
of lier genlus as ail these
have been, noue of them bas
quite equalIled ciThat Lass o'
Lowrie's " in the estimation
of the reading publie.

The story, ciTlîrough One
ý,dministration," ivas pnb-
lislied in 1883, and since that
date Mrs. Burnett bas con-
fincd herseif alinost wvholly
to writing stories for young
people, and in this field her
success lias been remarkable,
almost beyond precedent.
She hiad indeed few prede-
cessors here who possessed
anything like lier brillianey

,nius, and fewer competitors wvho
y approaclied ber standard of
arv ability. There wvas a more

field here therefore, and a
er opportunity for striking and
ual work titan in the older and
thorouglîly beaten paths.'

,s. I3urnett, on entering into this
)aratively new and untried field,
oved lier opportunity w'isely
well. The story of "iLittle Lord
ntleroy " appeared in 1886, first
rial and then i11 book foin. TPhe
1 publication gra(lually worked
ie interest of the youth fui read-
publie to a highi pitch; the coin-
d, book con tirined, intensified
pcrpetuated it. The story took
lace at once aînong the classics
iilcllood along wvith the tales of
sAndersen and llerman Grirnîn,


