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A sweet-feiced girl, wearing the quaint, high, squa,.re linen head-
covering peculiar to the women of Bethlehem, ^came to meet us
and drew water for our refreshment froin this old well.,

But the chief interest of Bethlehem centres around the Chureh
of the Nativity and its adjacent convents. LIt looks, with its huge
walls and massive ma-sonry, more like a mcdioeval. fortress than

GROTTO 0F THE NATIVITr-THE MANGER.

like a church. We entered the ancient Basilica, built by the
EFmpress Helena, mother of Constantine, in 330, one of the oldest
Christian churches in the world. Lt has four rows of columus,
ecdi a single stone of reddish 'imestone veined with white. In
the dim, religious Iighit may be discerned a series of mosale
groups of the kings and patriarchis who were the ancestors of
Mary, and the saints and angels of the heavenly hierarchy. Here
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