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cf native population, hiad for lus nearest neighibours upon Mount
Carinel about a thousand Druses, occupying two villages on the
castern siope of the mnountain. Hie was able to be of soîne service
to thiem, and thiey are evidently lus fatvourites among the eider
population. Nine hundred years ago the tribe toek possession of
the vallys of the southern Lebanon, its headquarters being fixed
at the foot of MIount ilernon. Twvo hundred and flfty years ago
the tribe sw'ept down upon the-, Jowlands, led by a famous -varrior;
teok possession of Beyrout and the coast towns as far south as
Carmel, and eastwa-trd te Tiberias; tlue tw'o Druse villages now
occupying the sites cf 01(1
Roman tow'nis, and built,
out of their ruins, are the
reinains cf that invasion.
Each village is gov%,erned . 'I -

by two shieiks, acting as
its spiritual and tempora-,l
hiead. The people are
sober, fairly honest and
industrieus; very reticent
as te, their religieus belief;
41nd their owni code of
mor-als is rigidly adhered -

te. The wremen enjoy
muchi greater freederà DRUSE WOEN

than is custonxary in tle,
East, and conscquently exercise a larger social influence. They
are pretty, but heartless.

The prominent feature in the Druse religion is the belief iii
ever-recurrent Divine manifestations, one cf whioh is regarded as
being iiow close zut hiand. The whole nation numbers soine one
hundred and twventy thousand, and it can serid into the field
twvntv-tive theusand of the best soldiers of the Turkish empire.
,"Thiere can bc ne dloubt that the character of their religion, ivitx
the sereey which surrounds it, enables thein te erganize in a
special inanner, and thaât the theocratic, element wlihenters into
their political constitution gives thein a cohesion, a unity, and a.
power for comibined action w'hich. the Christian seets, with their
jealousies, bigotry, and internai dissensions, do net; enjoy.1"

Twývo-thiirds of the population of Hiaifa are Greek Gatholics, or
.Melchites, proselytes fromn the erthodox Greek Church, who have
been wvon te Roman Cathelicismn by the xnissionary labours of
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