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THE OLD STYLE.

'l'hre is nio danger to 1ilie institution
of ïeeasoryfroni wbai some over-
sestvantiquated, fossilated sltick-

lers for the " ancient formns and cere-
munolies "cal) inniovationsq. There are
butt a fewv wriîers wlio l>ebold the Ma-
S(>nie frateriîy in ruins, and aIl be-
cause nmodern Anglo Saxon langua-ge
i- usý:d iii Place of " ye olde style." '1'ey
dim11 iblat the formis ani ceremonies
pràcticeýd in somne of the nlew states,

andoldune, îoas for ibat, are nlot
%vl-i Grand Master Adami or Mioses,
or Solonion followved and ai-e tberefore
flot Masonic iii tbeir cbaracter, and
thàt tbese niew-fangiýled " innovations
are so many battering ranis, beating

dgisîte foundations of the society,.
Their arguments ,vould lea.d the unin-
fo-rmeid to believe that the institution
iva; but upon sand and couid îlot
witiîsand any attack.

The fact is, the 1)ast biistory of Ma-
snrv' bias pro'-en that tbe fierce oppo-

il of Papel encyciicals and eccle-
siasticil aniathiemas , the bitter attacks
of î'i<litical 1rejildice and ignorant su-

hesi~oî ave Conly strengtlhened the
fouildatioîî uupoî wvich tbe su persirue-
aure bias lîcen erected. If the wvave of
determined political opposition in the
early y-cars of tbis century could not
st.imp it out of existence, but ratier
iiiade its principies more deeply seat-
cd. ilhen thîe puerile attacks of tbe prs
Uni line afford no cause for alar-m, and
the eluicidation of thie sublime lessons
tau4ht in the L.odýe roomP, %vbiicb are
sty-led by sornie as " innovations " wil.
Onk-l inake more ap)paI-eit tbe t r uc
1-freai.ss of the institution.

.'way ib the idea tibat a liugeý wall
înust bu built ab uvery lodge, and
those Whlo pracîlce the cereinonies of
initiation mnust slinik about like sneak
tieuves afiraid of being- overtiken ii i

soie nfarouswork. Or the other
Cquail l 01jectimld>le notion t1bat vir-
tue and purity uxists done witbin the

44a.crcd cii-cie of our 1)articular set.
Masonry is elevatîngà in its teacbings
ind purifyinig iin ils lessons, and why

sijould flot the e1evating and purifying
inffluences permeate the Whole of so-
ciety ? In ibis way only Nvill Miasonry
fuliil its real mission. In ibis way
oîîly will its ligbit tiecoine lîleasant anid
beneficial to the %vorld ai large. Its
secrets ill be carefully i)reserved, and
if tbey were not, theni those whio reveal
themi lîcome as outeasts. unmvorthy of
confidence.

''le ", profane " world, as wve cal
those not initiated, aire quick to dis-
cover the unlaithful anid the traitor,
anid wil[ as surely ostracise theni as the
fraternity iîself. So tibat the gieat
gyhost-like bugbears of &Cinnovations,"

modern additions," " public inistalla-
tions," and the like, do not in any wayi
mîenace the stability or usefulness of
the inistitut ioni.--Dispadzi.

OLD HISTORICAL TABLETS.

A London despatch says :-The ex-
peditioii to the ancienit îuound at Nip-
pur lias made wonderful discoveries,
tbrowing a flocid of hight upoI1 the bis;-
tory of Babylon. The mnost aston)i4')-
ing of ail is the uneartbing of ancient
inscriptions and other records which
carry back written human bistory nli.
iess iban 2,25o years furier than aniy-
tbigli- efore known. Prof. H ilpreclit,
wbo is in charge of the excavations ini
behlaif of the University of Peninsyl-
vania, bias just deciphered cuneiform
records upon tables of Babylonian bis-
tory dating l>ack at least 7,000 years
ikiore Christ. This 15 2,250 years
earlier than any other record. He is
confident thiat soine tabiets upofl which
lie is now working date back stili
another tbousand years, or about ten
thousand ycars earlier tban the present
day. I-e is îot ready fully to commnit
Iinîiself yet on1 this p)oint. These latest
discoveries caile about iii an interest-
ing way. His predecessor, D r. l'eter-z,
worked down to a certain floor or
1)iatioriii, whiici lie and others had
taken to be the ground level of the an-
cient City. One, of the Party suggested
that this levcI should 1be pelletraîcd,
and the diaiging conitinued until rock


