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OBLONG SQUAE.

One writer affirma that the present
'use cf the word "oblong," expresses
ail that is meant by the Masonie
phrase "loblong-s3quare."

In this, hoie l whiolly mistaken.
The mathematical nieaning of an
"ioblong" is,-"Ia rectangle whose ad-
jacent saes are uuequal,"-but it
does not follcw that it je a fonr-sided
figure ail of whose angles are right
,angles, but two of whose aides are
twice as long as the two other oppo-
site sides. The ternis,-oblong of
two squares,'ý-or "double square,"
are elnmsy, but passable;-bnt the

.easily comprehended ana expressive
Masonie axchaism-"ýoblong square,"
---cannot well lie improvea upon. Its
weil-known meaning is universaily
understood by masons and its use has
been hallowed &by age. Moreover,
the phrase "oblong square" has, to a
-certain extent, the sanction of the
'best mathematical usage,-as iu the
.,expression "oblong spheroid," for
-4"prolate spheroid."

Brethren,-snffer a word of warn-
ing;-"«hauds off" the beautifti and
instructive "chsm"teancient
idioms,-stull remaining iu the ritual
.a general literature of the Craft.

THE OHAKPTER.

When I lately çisitedl a certain
Chapter of Masons of the Holy Royal
Arch, i was mucb. pleased te, witncss
the beautîful andl instructive degree,
of Mark Master Mason conferred in a
most commendable ana -very ixnpres-
mive nianner.

i then asked the Master if he *onld
be so good as to let me examine their
Bock of Marks. He courteously did

se, but hesitatingly said that he wus
flot sure whether ail the brethren had
as yet seleoted their marks andI had
them enteredl lu the book.

To my astonishment, tho latter wus
the case, ana upon due enquiry, the
majority present, indicated that they
had omitted or neglected the selectiort
ana registration of their marks.
Eere was an anomaly indeedi A
Lodge cf Mark Master Masons nearly
all cf whom, were 'withont marks! It
did not seem possible, but enoh was
the case. What a beautifal recera
cf such the Grand Scribe B. mneb
have!

The courteous Master then eaiad-
I fraternaily thank yen, xny good
brother, for oausing our attention ta
be thus emphaticaily directe t a
-çery serions defeot lu our work, and I
assure yen that our important dnty
thereanent will at once be parformed
ana that such omission will net again
occur. 'What says the Grand Super-
intendents?

NEW YORK AND QTJEBEO.

The Grand, Lodge cf New York np-
holde "the rights cf the Grand Lodge
cf Quebea as a sovereign sa inde-
pendent masonie government; refuses
to accept the doctrine that lodges
legaily constituted by competent andl
ack-nowledge authority eau be cern-
peiled by any known law tp transfer
their ailegiance against their will."
If a Grand Lodge ie a sovereign ancl
indepeudent government, how eau it
permit lodges within their bordera
which owe alleffiance te a foreigu
government and independent Masonie
government.-Matonîc Honte JouraaL
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