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Tt frog,
Tng ?3“; a crystal of nitre. -
Q ﬁim‘la Ogy there is.

Mal ar structure.
togerp O this polarizing force, then, hold all things
the ar, 1s there not some force in nature which, like
‘diusmgnet n our experiments, shapes the crystals,
%“ﬁta'the. sprays of the snowflake, and holds the
_Ang oS in its grasp.
uly Might we not find our molecules after all, if we

get down to them, simply points of force.

You will see what a strik-
The polarized beam reveals to us

The Yukon.
e

We 1:
‘Ppoin:hp the following from the report of the committee
nqy; €d by the British Columbia Board of Trade to
ynk:’"& int

n:—

O the resources and trading pruspects of the

koy li’e’g_reﬂjier part of the supplies going into the Yu-
kg, wict is taken via St. Michael and the Lower
2 sh, t.“’el' » which is a long route and is only open for
in 'me each year. We believe that it would be in
“hayy. creSt of the miners and British Columbia mer-
,lovtl'iis no ave a more direct and quicker route of travel
-T'emto Orthern part of British Columbia and Northwest
Riy a;’les. It appears to us that a short route begin-
®hicp, ;. the head of Lynn Canal, at Skagnawa Bay,
th $ accessible by sea-going vessels, then tollowing
4 fe.asib;te Pass to the navigable waters of the Yukon, is
‘be aboy € one. The distance over this route is said to
We rt‘ thirty miles.
f the *fer you to a more detailed report of a committee
With v, 1d appointed to report on this subject in 1888,
Whig ch in a great degree, we concur.
yey te Pass, to which we have referred, we believe is
e g; ﬁe shorter route, and although there may be
it 5, Merences of opinion as to the altitude of the Pass,
]eve] of We understand, more than 2,600 feet above the
taig tht € sea. After passing over the range of moun-
of j :\e Toute is comparatively easy. Dr. Dawson says
)
for a:‘;.white Pass appears to offer better opportunity
Tenge, tll;]g a trail or road which, if constructed, would
In or, € entire region much more easy of access.’
.jboatscder to make this route of service, we believe
the uomd be utilized on the lakes and upper waters of
Ringyq on, for carrying passengers and supplies to the
o tﬁnd traders of this-region. - -
Dom;,,: ‘erefore suggest that this Board urge upon the
Mg 1o 'on and Local Government the necessity of assist-
ing "Wards the cost of a road over this route, by bonus-
la mék‘?t erwise providing for an expenditure of money
g such a road, or aiding the building of boats
o .y for opening up the route.
B, A Would add a report given by R. G. McConnell,
‘(_ack'é N 1891, on the exploration of the Yukon and
s o 2Zie Basins, containing an economic synopsis of

th
Q Ll‘t ern region : —
the Pr D.—As a full account of the discovery of gold and
U er°gl_‘ess and present condition of gold mining in the
D:, lard, Cassiar and Yukon Districts is given by
. Parg . WSon in-the annual report of the survey, 1887-88,
R0 inge PP. 78-86 and 178-83, it will be unnecessary to
Sty o the subject in detail here. “‘Colours’’ of gold
by 0‘“ the bars of the Liard all the way to its mouth,
by, th deposits of economic value have been found be-
"‘twe : evil's Portage.. A number of bars were worked
ki'et ’;,tl}e Devil’s Portage and the mouth of Dease
“le’Li Or several years after the“discovery of gold on
ard by Messrs. McCullech and Thibertin the year

ta’.

3, ] ) \

o »J;‘m these are now all abandoned and the records
N"?ed lost. At the present time: no miners are em-

On the Liard below the mouth of Dease River.

Gold in paying quantities has not been found oneithrer
the Mackenzie or the Porcupine, and the rock formations
bordering these rivers do not appear to be gold-bearing.

On the Pelly-Yukon, above the boundary, and as far
as the mouth of the Pelly, the limit of my examination,
gold in varying quantities is of almost universal occur-
rence, but up to the present time active operations h:.ave
been confined almost entirely to two of the tributaries.
Of these, Forty-Mile Creek enters the Pelly-Yukon from
the West, about forty miles above thq boundary, and
has its course mostly in Alaska, while Stuar} River
comes in-from the east and flows through Canadian ter-
ritory all the way. Gold was discovered on the Stuart
in 1885, and in that and the following year the estimated
yield of the various bars amounted to ‘over $100,000 ;
but in 1887 it was almost deser.ted,‘owmg to the discov-
ery of coarse gold on Forty-}\dxle Creek and the conse-
quent “‘stampede’’ of the miners to that stream. The
gold on the Stuart is reported to be *‘fine”” and the bars
are often exhausted under present conditions in a single
season’s work ; but as they are abandoned when the
yield falls much below $10 a day per man, it
is highly probable that work on them will be resumed
when improved methods of mining are introduced and
the present exorbitant prices for labor and provisions are
reduced. Extensive gravel benches of a more or less aur-
iferous character border the St.uart in many places, and
promise remunerative returns it vyorked on a large scale.

Forty-Mile Creek proved a veritable bonanza to ‘most
of the miners who reached it early in 1887, but in 1888
the returns, owing to the continued hlgh water, were
disappointing. In the former year the yield has been
estimated all the way from $75,000 to $150,000, and was
probably in the neighborhood of $100,000. In 1888 the
yield in consequence of the enforced idleness of the min-
ers declined to less thar $20,000, most of which was ob.
tained from the upper or Alaskan part of the stream.
The number of miners employed on the stream during
the two seasons varied from about 100t0 350. The gold
on Forty-Mile Creek is coarser than that obtained from
the Stuart, but the auriferous bars are usually of
little depth, and are soon skimmed over. Some
attention was paid during the season of 1888 to prospect-
ing the gulches and gravel terraces borderng the stream,
but these have not been worked to any notable extent,

The country rock bordenng the Pelly-Yukon, all the
way from the boundary to White River and beyond, con-
sists of schists broken th_ﬂ?ugh by eruptive granites and
diorites, geological conditions peculiarly favorable to the
existence of metalliferous deposits. (See p. 140) They
are traversed in many places along the river by promis-
ing quartz veins and ledges, but these have been very
little prospected as yets 'thehmmers contenting them-
selves up to the present wttl} the development of the more.
easily worked placer deposits. ) o S

SILVER.—A small lode of argentiferous galena crosses
Forty-Mile Creek 2 couple of miles above its mouth. A
specimen of this brought back by Mr. Ogilvie and an-
?ﬁysed by Mr. Hoffmann yielded 38 ounces, of silver to

€ ton, 3 : G A

Copprr.—Copper PYTIES, in small quantities, was
noticed at several points between Forty-Mile Creek and
Fort Reliance. It d0€S 10t occur in veins, but appears
to impregnate individual layers of the schist iteelf, Fraces
of copper were also observed in the Castle Mountain d(-)'k
lomites at the base Of the Nahanni Butte section. - 1

F1BrGus SERPENTINE.—Some of the serpentines in
the vicinity of Forty-Mile Creek occasiopally assyme
a fibrous structure and pass into a picrolite ‘or coarse 8s-
bestos. A small specimen of good serpentine asbestos
has also been brought from. the Stuart River. - (See
Annual Report Geol. Survey, 1887-88, p.27b.)°



