
624 AGRICULTURIST, AND JOURNAL

should have, and the amount of work it is ex
pected to accomplish. The tines rock on the
frame, so that the points, when working, are
depressed, and the hinder ones slightly raised
The wheels are steered by the plouglman, wlhc
rides on the implenent, alternately at each end,
according to the direction in which he is pro
ceeding. When a stoppage occurs. or should
occur, either from the soi being extra haid or
fouI, the steerer can stop it instantly by giving
a signal to the man attending the engine ; il
can then be drawn back and again driven at fuli
speed. The "poiters" upon which the wire
rope runs in the fine of the soil being turned up
-or in other words, " the porters" iwhich re-
quire constant shifting as the cultivator dues its
work-act very efliciently, and can be attended
to by the most inexperienced boy. The an-
chors at each end of the line traversed by the
implement require, of course. to be shifted each
journey, and this too, is easily accomplished,
and without more than a momentary stoppage.
As a cultivator, the implement perforns its wol k
in first-rate style. The soil is as effectually as
it is rapidly torn up and turned over, at a depth
which can be varied according to circumstances
from six to twelve in'ches. The whole apparatus
-engine (which is a portable one, and of 10
horse-power), "porters," ana implemenit-can
be attended to by four nien and two boys, and,
eight acres per day can be easily accomplhshed,
at a cost we beheve, of 15s. per acre if the soit
is once turned over, and 25s. per acre if twice
or cross cultivated. From these figures firniers
can make their own calculations as to the
economy of the implement, and as to its efli-
cieney they will, we think, be satisfied the mo-
ment they see it at work. As will be seen by
an advertisement in another columan, Mr.
Taylor intends making Aylsbury his head quar-
ters, so that the farmers of the Vale will have
the opportunity of doing what Mr. Fowler is
doing--practieally testing the cleapness of
steam cultivation.

The Autumnal Fallow.

Ta the subjoined article from the Mark Lane
Express, written by a "Practical Farmer,"'
will be found much that is applicable to our con-
dition and wants in Canada. We have now,
gang ploughs, horse-hoes, scarifiers, &c., well
adapted for fall culture, opeî4ing up the soit to
the influences of air, ligit and moisture, and for
eradicating weeds. The latter is au object of
paramount importance, as is well known to every
practical agriculturibt. The practice of autumn
cultivation in some form or other las been
steadily gaining ground at home for many years,

and may now be said to form a distinctive featr
of British Agriculture:-

Amongst the many modern improvements
agricuitural practice none bas received aio
favor or becoie more general than autumn
cultivation. Wherever we travel at the close
eptember or the beming of October, in thberinuiinît

country, u e find the pi actice uninersally ador
ed, an.d bing cari id out ii a variety ot mode
l ordimaiy prtactice, the sistletnuii plugh, ar
broad sliare plough, and eez the conîIî,o
pluil h, are biouht into requisition; but th
more modern coulbe ia to ssort tu the ver
muany cul tiv aors alld seariieis latt:ly iuîroducc.
the mi.lufctturer s of . hidi are to nmerous t
mention: but the iniilliits whicli have r'
ceived most patronage are the " Bentall," th
"Biddell ," the "l Clay," the "l Caison,' tl
" Coleman,"t the ".IIonaids,' the " Ransones'
-seau iiers and cutltivaturs nancd after thei
rcepcctive mlak ers-b.sides utheis oU coniue
able lite, uand also ninuiy of local constructîi

, -i fct, aniy and every iiipl(.iieent cuiIpeCten
o break or "smashlt up the soit.

The great benieits deived from autunai
eultivation are naily the aeraftionî of the soil
the eradication of roi -wceds, the promnoting o
flie growth of all aliuas, anld their subsequeun'
dostrution, the injury done to, aid ahnost an-
ihilation of tlie insect t ibe, and the aid thi

given to more speedy subsoil draiuage-all ver;
important, mîîd deuunlaidimg th. prompt attenltlir
of every farnmer. 'T'lie aeratioi of the soit a
this preciso period is of mucl greater impor
tance thian is genierally attiibuted to it. It isab
tiis season tlat all vegetation lias pretty neirly
arrived aL its full g ow-th. The cereals, of
course, all are ripe; and the decay o-straw aind
stubble is veuy gi eat. The green erops are ahio
at their full ,row tl, and decay ii leaf is rapiity
proceedng. The potato crops, cloverleys, &c.,
are bare of leaf also. The foliage of the trte
andi hedgerows is ail givmg way ; the ditehes and
ponds give out their odours, unmistak-eably
maniifesting the decay of vegetable matter; the
dews and fogs of autunn are many and heavy.
All this combired must produce, elininate, and
diffuse a vast amount of vegetable effluvia. with
which the atniosphere is, in my humble op inion,
heavily chargeé, and whinh, to unscientifie oh.
servers, is sufliciently proved by the malariaa
which commonly prevail at this season. Now
the great thing is to break up, "smash up,"
and prepare the soit as imxmtely as posible, for
the reception of these fertilizing vapours, this
floating effluvia. If it is not thus broken up, the
deposit by the night-dew is speedily taken up by
the day's sun. and no benefit arises: it cannot
penietrate the hardened soil. Bnt if it is properly,
prepared, these fertilising influences are receiv-
ed, and at once appropriatcd oy the soit; and
the advantage of an autumnal fallow, and in a
great measure of a real or dead. fallow, is.ex.


