
INT11ODUC."TION.

1 have sometimes seen a necklace or chaiji of beads strung
so closely together that one could not see the tliread beneath;
but there always is a thread. Now, in some ways this little
book is like such a string of beads, for it is made uip of a
number of short stories (each of which nmay be read separatly>,
and it hias a thread wvhich holds theni ai together.

This thread] is the history of our country, and I hope wli1en
you have looked at my beads <or rend mny stories) that you
wili know not only a littie about the great men, vihose naines
are written on the first page of this book, but also, soiiiething
of how the Maridiine Provinces, and even the Dominion of
Canada, came to be what they are.

The first three stories tell somnething of the lives of several
bld niariners and discoverers, and you wiii find that in cariy
days 'both France and EngIand wvere tryirig, by sending out
expiorers and colonists, to wvin Nort h Ainerica for their own.
The next haif-dozen stories are ail about soldiers, and-if vie
103k for the string, that runs through these beads of our
chain -ve find that the figliting men hield at this tixne such
an important place in our histor-y because France and England
were each trying to get the better, h)y force, of the other.
Another thing vie shall notice is that the nearness of Acadia,
or Nova Scotia, to the st.rong colonies of Newi England, and
its distance from the other French colony of Canada, gave
the iBritish an advantage in the strugglIe, wvhicli vas ai; iast
brouglit to a close by Wolfe's great victories.


