
bayonet; leaving at this time but a meagre proportion to live a short time

longer, in the certain apprehension of soon sharing a similar fate.

The writer who would undertake to embody the whole history of such a

people, with all their misfortunes and calamities, must needs have much

more space than I have allotted to this epitome; and he must needs begin
also (as I am doing) with those who are living, or he would be very apt to

a dwell upon the preamble~of his work, until the present living remnants of

e the race should have passed away; and their existence and customs, like
those of ages gone bye, become subjects of doubt and incredulity to the

d world for whom his book was preparing. Such an historian also, to do them

e justice, must needs correct many theories and opinions which have, either

n ignorantly or maliciously, gone forth to the world in indelible characters;

s and gather and arrange a vast deal which has been but imperfectly recorded,

d or placed to the credit of a people who have not had the means of -recording
it themselves; but have entrusted it, from necessity, to the honesty and

d punctuality of their enemies.

d In sueh an bistory should -be embodied, also, a correct account of tbeir
treatment, and the causes which have led to their rapid destruction; and a
plain and systematical prophecy as to the time and manner of their -final
extinction, based upon the causes and the ratio of their former and present
declension.

So Herculean a task may fall to my lot at a future period, or it may not;
f but I send forth these volumes at this time, fresh and full of their living

deeds and customs, as a familiar and unstudied introduction (at least) to
them and their native character; which I confidently hope will repay the

d readers who read for information and historical facts, as well as those who
d read but for amusement.

The world know generally, that the Indians of North A merica are copper-
coloured, that their eyes and their hair are black, &c.; that they are mostly

at uncivilized,- and consequently unchristianized ; that they are nevertheless
human beings, with features, thoughts, reason, and sympathies like our own;

but few yet know how they live, how they dress, how they worship, what

10 are their actions, their customs, their religion, their amusements, &c. as
they practise them in the uncivilized regions of their uninvaded country,

ts which it is the main object of this work, clearly and distinctly to set forth.

st It would be impossible at the same time, in a book of these dimensions, to
in explain all the manners and customs of these people; but as far as they are
he narrated, they have been described by my pen, upon the spot, as I have

se seen them transacted; and if some few of my narrations should seem a
little too highly coloured, I trust the world will be ready to extend to me

of that pardon which it is customary to yield to all artists whose main faults
> exist in the vividness of their colouring, rather than in the drawing of theirrt bu noin

pictures; but there is nothing else in them, I think, that I should ask
he pardon for, even though some of them should stagger credulity, and incur
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